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TO Mx. Grorcet WAKEFIELD, 
Merchant of Mancheſter. 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 


Ir has been foretold, as a general 
maxim, that the principal enemies to the 
great advocates of religious truth, would 
be thoſe of their own houſhold. It is my 
Happineſs to experience the reverſe of this 
; prediction, in four brothers, whoſe eſtimable 
qualities endear them to all their acquaint- 


ance, and whoſe benevolence to me could 


not be exceeded. Theſe public acknow- 
ledgements of kindneſs are in the exclu- 


ſive poſſeſſion of us authors; and this you 


muſt accept from me, as a partial payment 


for great and numerous ſervices. If you, 


and they, feel any portion of pride or ſatiſ- 
faction from theſe memoirs of one ſo nearly 
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nleled to you, the approbation of thewhole 


world beſides will not be a renter gratifi 


cation to 
Your och alga, 
And moſt affectionate 
Hackney, Brother, 


March 14, 17929 TR AUTHOR, 


PREFACE. 


THE malice of evil tongues 7 * ex- 
erciſed on my character with ſuch profu- 
fron ſince my refidence in Hackney, that, 


among other motives, my defire of fecur- 


ing the affeftion of good men, contributed 
ifs efficacy to the following work, as the 
moſt pertinent vindication of myſelf both 
as a writer and a man. The private 


i ife of an author is materially fervice- 


able to hs writings ; and I ſhould be 


very ſorry to find the authority of my 
literary oftspring, of uſelf ſufficiently fee- 
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( vi) 
ble, impaired by erroneous and uncharitable | 


oprmons of their parent. M any facto, how- 
ever, reſhecting others, will be Produced in 


the courſe of theſe memoirs, curious and 


inſtructive in themſelves, and well calculated 
to furniſh the phalojopher with a clearer in- 
fight into human Manners. With what- 
ever freedom my di iſpoſt ton may lead me 
to chaſlife hypocrily, meanneſs, and im- 


_ morality, the eye of candour will eaſi uy 


fercetve an eagerneſs in me to commend. 


virtue wherever 1 di cover it, and that 


my prediletion, as my friends well know, 
is not for cenſure, but for commendation. 
A ſpirit of evangelical benevolence, a 
conſeiouſneſs of intellectual mediocrity 
and imperfect virtue, have diſpoſed me, 
1 hope, to decade with kindneſs on the | 
conduct of others, and with juſtice on 


Wd 


't vil 1 
my own; and have in a great . 
, not altogether, exempted my ghections 
From envy, Fon malice, and from 
.. pride. i 


Nit the paſſport of theſe explanations, 
1 difmiſs, not without anxiety, this ad- 
venturous volume into the world de- 
| manding candour, defirous of approba- 
tion, and neither dreading nor or defying 
| the ſeverities of criticiſm, 
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Ir ſeems to be generally allowed, that no 
ſort of compoſition 1s more calculated for 
inſtruction and entertainment, than biqgra - 
Pl. The annals of an indiuidual, and the 
occurrences of private li life, concentrate, if 
I may be indulged in this expreſſion, the 

glances of the mind, which are apt to range 
Without determinate application and perſo- 
nal intereſt over the  multifarious occur- 
rences of public hi/tory, But of all thoſe 
biographical relations, which have contri- 


buted ſo mach to inform and delight man- 


kind, thoſe, if I miſtake not, have been re- 

ceived with peculiar eagerneſs and appro- 
bation, where the writer and the ſubject 
have been the ſame. Who has not, for in- 
ſtance, felt himſelf intereſted, to a degree 
of uncommon avidity, in peruſing the lives 


of Lord 2 Whafeon, Clarendon, and 
5 B EE Cubber ? 


= £3 


Cibber ? Nor is elevated rank, ſuperior ge- 
nus, or a dignified ſtation, neceſſary to this 
exquiſite gratification of the reader. The 


eſſential requiſite of ſuch a work is, events 
not wholly unimportant, nor unconnected 
with the political or literary tranſactions of 
the times, related in a ſtyle perſpicuous nor 
yet void of ornament, with the confidence of 
virtue and the ſimplicity of truth. For 
my own part, Ican ſincerely affirm, that no 
motives of vanity, engendered by an over- 


weening perſuaſion of great accompliſh- 
ments, or diſtinguiſhed virtues; have im- 
pelled me to preſent my own Memoirs to 


the public, unconnected with a $ENSE OF 
DUTY. Nor let the reader ſtartle at the 
apparent ſingularity of this declaration. I 


am firmly perſuaded, that a life like mine, 


of which ſo large a portion has been em- 
ployed in a vigorous purſuit of religious 
truth, and an undaunted profeſſion of her 
dictates, in oppoſition to the ſenſibilities of 


domeſtic influence, the reſtraints of friend- 
ſhip, and the ſolicitations of worldly in- 


tereſt, in conjunction with ſuch application 
to uſeful ende as e health, em- 
barraſſed 


"#1 
barraſſed circumſtarices, e change 


bol reſidence, a ſcarcity of books, and nume- 


rous avocations would allow; I am, I ſay, 
firmly perſuaded, that ſuch a life, faithfullß 
delineated, can hardly fail of a beneficial 
influence on the manners of the riſing ge- 
neration. Grateful as I am to the GKA- 
c10Us BEING, without whom I and my fa- 
culties are nothing—who worketh in me both 


„ to will, and to do of his good pleaſure, I 


feel no diſpoſition to affront his bounty by 
aſſuming the language of hypocritical humi- 
lity. Venerating TRUTH above all earthly 
things, I can think and ſpeak of my/elf; as 
well as of other men, without malice and 
without extenuation. I will never incur a 
real imputation of diſſimulation and mgra- 
 titude by adopting a ſilly affectation to 
avoid the mere appearance of concert. The 
ingenuous youth may find ſome encourage- 
ment in ſuch a narrative to perſeverance in 
dhat honourable path, to which conſcience 
mall direct his ſteps, amidſt ſeductions of 
example, and the general licentiouſneſs 0 
the age: and may learn from one ſpecime 
at leaſt the infinite ſatisfaction of —— 
bg © honed | 
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f naged philoſophy, in competition with pre- 
-ferments, when the conditions of acceptance ag 


are inconſiſtent with freedom of enquiry, a 
love of truth, and the magmas of _ 


It is not my intention to begin this work 


with any formal proteſtation of my vera- 


city in the conduct of it. The narrative 


will in general authenticate itſelf by inter- 
nal evidences of probability; and, in many 


inſtances, the tranſactions will be ſo well 
known to a variety of characters ſtill per- 
forming their parts on the ſtage of life, as 

will make any material falſification of facts 
impracticable, without the hazard of expo- 
ſure to infamy and contempt. And this 


circumſtance conſtitutes a forcible induce- 


ment to a publication of it up to the preſent 
year before my own removal from the 
theatre of exiſtence ; that no ſuſpicion may 
impair in this view the credibility of my 
narration. I ſhall, therefore, without fur- 
ther preface, relate a ſeries of adventures 
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not unimportant or obſcure, in a ſtyle little 


inferior for honeſt bluntneſs, to that of my 


predeceſſor Whiſton ; premiſing only one 
admirable maxim of the moſt noble Mora- 
lliſt of antiquity : :- 
Nie tenour of a VIRTUOUS LIFE carries 


uuitſi it more authority and conviction than the 


moſt SOLEMN OATH 9. 


— 
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© To introduced into this planet o on Fe- 
bruary 22, 1756, in the parſonage-houſe of 
St. Nicholas in Nottingham, of which church 
my father was then rector. Of him and my 
other anceſtors I have but little to inform 
the reader. Uninfected by the pride of empty 
diſtinctions beyond almoſt any man alive, 
he has ſpoken of his mother as deriving 
both from the Ruiſſel family, and the great 
lawyer Sir Edward Coke. Her grandfather, 
if I rightly remember, was clerk to the 
Houſe of Lords in Charles II's time; and his 
name maybe ſeen ſubſcribed tothe Secretary 
of State's permiſſion, prefixed to Burnets 
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Hiſtory of the Reformation. My mo- 
ther's family had been ſettled for many ge- 


nerations in the town of Nottingham ; and 
her grandfather was twice mayor of that 
corporation. The heads of this family 


were, as one of my brother's is accuſtomed 
facetiouſly to obſerve, of the ſame occupa- 
tion with that Simon, who lived by the ſea - 
ſide, in the Acts of the Apoſtles: an occupa- 
tion, ſince the improvements of manufac- 


tures, and the extenſion of commerce, com- 
paratively illiberal and ignominious; but 
in thoſe days of primitive ſimplicity and 
more equal rank, both lucrative and re- 
ſpectable. 8 
My father's parents, living near Burton 
upon Trent in Staffordſhire, were unable to 


furniſh the ſupplies neceſſary to a liberal 


education, preparatory to the profeſſion for 
which he was intended; and he was ſent to 
Fefus College in Cambridge, where he was 
admitted in 1739, by the liberality of the 
father or uncle, I forget which, of the pre- 


ſent George Hardinge Eſq; the Welſh judge. 


After finiſhing his academical courle with a 


repmiation far beyond a mediocrity of 
| character, 


date. 


dae 1 
character, he became curate of St, Mary's 

in Nottingham; and was afterwards fellow- 

elect of his college, but married before ano- 


ther vacancy in that ſet of fellowſhips, for 
which only ” ſtatute he could be candi- 


In hin very. ancient lags of St. Mary, 
of which mention is made in Doomſday- 
Book, my father was curate for four or five 
years. On the weſtern end of the ſouth wall 
is a marble mural monument, erected by a 
fond huſband to the memory of his wife. 
After a ſhort account of his family, her age, 
and the day of her death, follow theſe two 


nes, in my opinion exquiſitely beautiful, 


and moſt happily alluſive to that grand con- 
ſolatory declaration in St. Luke, xx. 6. 
Neither can they die any more; for they are 


egual to the angels, and are children of Goa, 1 5 
being children of the reſurrection. 


Reſt, gentle ſhade! and wait thy Maker's will: | 

. | Then riſe unchang'd, and bean angel fill. | | 
In the church-yard, not far diſtant, is one 
| ſcarcely equal to the former in delicacy of 
ſentiment and a pregnant brevity of graceful 
diction. The reader, however, may not be 
| „ undiverted 


(8) 


undiverted With. it's unaffected implicit 
and pathos. n 


Tur deafly beloved fon of his mother here lies; 


Whom he bath left behind with bitter cries; 
. Saying, « My ſon | why art thou already gone, 
« So very ſoon to the other re-gi-on. | 
cc Couldeſt thou but a little longer ſtay, 
I might have gone along with thee that way. 


Ihe circumſtances, which led to my fa 

ther's induction to the rectory of St. 'Nicho- 
las, were honourable to his patrons and to 
himſelf, and ſhall therefore be recorded in 
this place. HERRING, who had been ori- 
ginally of Jeſus-College, which he ex- 
changed afterwards for Bennet, examined 
my father either for deacon's or praeft's or- 
ders, as Archbiſhop of York, in which dio- 
cele the county of Nottingham is included; 
and was ſo pleaſed with the manner in 
which he acquitted himſelf in this examina- 
tion, as to notice him among the candidates, 
and to aſſure him, that this would not be 
the laſt inſtance of his regard. It was not 
doubted, at the time, but this amiable pre- 
late intended to give him on the firſt oppor- 
tunity a prebend in the Collegiate Church 
of Southwell, or ſome other preferment in 
| 550 4 • 
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that neighbourhood; but his kind intentions 
were ſoon fruſtrated by his tranſlation to the 
ſee of Canterbury. When St. Nicholas in 
Nottingham, which is in the giſt of the 
Croꝛon, became vacant, my father went up 
immediately to the Duke of Newcaſtle, then 
prime miniſter, with a recommendatory teſti- 
monial from the corporation of Notting 
ham. This monument, however, of the 
good opinion of that fraternity, ſeemed to 
operate but feebly on the propenſities of his 
Grace, who aſked his petitioner, if he had 
no other friends to recommend him. My 
father mentioned, beſides John Plumptree, 
Ei: member for the town, who alſo inter- 
fered on this occaſion, his Grace of Canter- 
bury. That, faid the Dukx, is powerful in- 
tereſt indeed! My father loſt no time in 
going to Lambeth ; was immediately ac- 
knowledged by the noble primate, who or- 
dered his coach that inſtant, carried the 
country curate to the Miniſter, and ob- 

tained the living for him. An act of fide- 
lity and diſintereſtedneſs, highly worthy of 
that virtuous and patriotic metropolitan ; 
| i nl and, 
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his way to a viſitation at Loughborough in 


his dioceſe, about fourteen miles from Not- 


tingham : and happening to be at church, 
when my father read prayers, he entered into 


converſation with him after the concluſion 
of the ſervice, with the utmoſt affability and 


nature; took a walk with him to the 


_ Caſtle; enquired with minute anxiety into 
the value of his living, the number of his 

children, and his proſpetts in life. A very 
my: mn indeed for a man of liberal 


7 . A 8 who had jake a contemporary at a * 


lege in Cambridge, and a particular intimate of a certain 
great Biſtop, called on his old friend after his elevation, 


merely from civility, without any view to his private in- 


tereſt. * I have not the pleaſure, Sir! to recolle& you.“ 
© My Lord! you recollect Mr. —?” “ Humph }! I 
think I have ſome imperfect recolletction of the name.“ 


The gentleman left his lordſhip inſtantly with indignation 


and diſguſt A more explicit account of this laconic i in- 
terview can be given, if particularly requeſted, 


educa- 


What a contraſt did my Solo Gather ex- 

pileicie in the behaviour of Dr. John Tho- 
mas, Biſhop of Lincoln in thoſe days! This 
prelate was paſſing through Nottingham on 


bt s% a © wed its As tw . 
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in 4) 
ahitaalnþ with ſuch a family! You muſt 
have a better proviſion 1 in the church! You 
ſhall go with me to my viſitation at Lough- 
borough / „Now view, reader, our Natha- 
niel, happy man] ſeated next to his lordſhip 
at the viſitation-· dinner] a ſtrange clergy- 
man of another nen in en bt 
even chan ui n! F i of 5 


- fortune filius ! omnes, 5 


Alas this 5 ſcopal tantalizer was as only gra- 
tifying his facetious propenſity at the ex- 
pence of an unſuſpetting child of ſimplicity 
and innocence, and ſeeking perverſe delight 
in exciting expectations, which he never 
meant to realize. This was afterwards un- 
derſtood to be his common praiſe of exer- 
citing the credulity and inſulting the feel- 
ings of his inferior clergy : and as I much 
more approve the maxim De mortuts nil 
niſi vERUM, than De mortuts nil niſi BO- 
NUM, II have endeavoured to hold out the 
conduct of this departed churchman to the 
bitterneſs of cenſure and deteſtation. Theſe 
arts are certainly not to be numbered 
among thoſe which the Roman poet ſpeaks 
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Inventas aut qui ; vitim eee per artes, 
r nen alios fecere merendo. 
. Ex. vi. 
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ed, in ſtrains worthy of paradiſe, - 


Only the actions of the juſt _ 
Smell been and bleſſom in the 4. 


After continuing ſeventeen years a 2 
at Nottingham, my father was preſented by 


an old friend and brother clergyman, (Mr. 
- Bailey, of Langley in Derbyſhire) to the 


Vicarage of King fton-upon- Thames, with the 
Chapelry of Richmond in Surry; the value 
of which had been greatly exaggerated to 
him. When his contented and happy 


patron was urged by ſome friends to take 

the livings himſelf: < No,” ſays he, «Iam 
r ſatisfied with my preſent ſituation. Now, 
« were I to go to Richmond, the king would 
be my pariſhioner. I muſt conſequently 


* go to court. Then I ſhall be looking 
WWW a can- 
on. 


* 


10 


* onry. PE ſoon as 1 am well ſettled i in a 


4 ſtall, I ſhall grow uneaſy for a b3jhopric 


„and then, eager after tranſlation to a 


* better. In due time Lambeth will be the 
fond object of my wiſhes: and, when I 


* am ſtationed there, I muſt be miſerable, 


« becauſe'I can riſe-no higher, Had I not 


0 then better be quiet in my preſent con- 


« dition, than be always wiſhing, vas 
obtaining, but never ſatisfied * ?“ 

Here my Father continued nine years 
univerſally beloved for his unaffected man- 


ners, wt benevolence, and genuine 


* Deinde animi r naturam For Ku wn 
Atque explere bonis rebus ſatiareque nunguam 3 
Hoc, ut opinor, id eſt, ævo florente puellas, 
Quod memorant, laticem pertuſum congerere in vas ; 
Quod tamen eæpleri nulla ratione poteſtur, 
555 TLuen eis. 


n more preferment ! The grand 
thing commonly aimed at, both by clergy and laity, and 


generally the utter ruin of virtue and religion among them 


both, © WarsToON, p. 186. 


Dr. Ogden, in one of his ban after deſcanting on the 


caſe of Ahab and Naboth, and ſhewing that our deſires en- 
creaſe in proportion to the gratification of them, concludes 


with uncommon energy and pointedneſs: © For a man to 


e fall ſick for a garden of herbs, he muſt be king over ten 


_ © tribes 1 Vracl. 
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Majeſty l had to: — ſome 
notice of his pariſh prieſt, and ſuffered but 
a ſingle ray of princely favour from that 
bright bundle, whichilluminated ſycophants 
and dunces, to glance on this deſerving 
object, ſo often ſeen by his royal eye, and 
ſo well known to himſelf and his attendants, 
one good deed would have been added to 
the ample catalogue of his friendly merits. 
When at length this friend and favourite 
of his flock went down to the receptacle of 
all the living, he was attended to his grave 
by upwards of fixty of the moſt reſpettable 
pariſhioners in habits ſuited to the ſolemnity. 


He was buried in the chancel of Richmond 


Church; and the following epitaph, written 
by a clergyman well acquainted with his 
worth, and charatteriſtically juſt, is engra- 
ven on a mural monument of marble, 
eretted near, the grave: 


6280 


| FREE TOP AE George Wakefield, M. A. 


Near 18 years Rector of St. Nicholas, Nottingham, 
And Claypole, Lincolnſhire, 
And nine years Vicar of Kingſton, 
He made, 

(As far as human infirmity will permit). 
His unaffected purity of doctrine, 
I we invariable model 

Of his own conduct. 
In private and ſocial life, 
| He was humble, friendly, and affectionate: 
The duties of his paſtoral care he diſcharged 
With fidelity and zeal. 
__ Thus endeared 
JI To ſociety, his family and flock, 
He ſubmitted to the hand of death, 
With complacency and reſignation: . 
On the roth day of February, 1776, 
Aged 56 years . 


There is alſo, on the South Wall in Rich- 
mond Church, an inſcription to the memory 
of a celebrated lawyer of former days, 
written with a portion of elegance and 
humour, that will contribute to the reader $ 
| entertainment. 


* Whilſt my father was rector of St. Ni icholas, he mar- 
ried the ſame woman twice in the ſpace of fix weeks, and 
ſhe had lain in in the r mean time, ” 
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Eben 1 Vine NW» 
© Liſte gradum pauliſper, et mortalitatem cogita. | 
Queæris interim cujus hie obdormit cinis. 

Forum adi Weſtmonaſterienſe, et laſſatos ibi litibus 985 
F.atebitur, fatebuntur, 
Quantum mors illis fecerit negoti, 

Dum juris-conſultorum hinc eripuerit longs integerrimum, 
Robertum Lewes, Armigerum, Cambro-Britannum : | 

Hoſpitii Graienſis per quinquaginta plus minus annos 
Ornamentum, et decus. | 
De quo tandem, 
Cum ſexageſimum ſextum ætatis attigiſſet aumum, 
(Sed nondum ſenect utem) 
Mortem inter, vitamq; ortà contentione, 
Studioſiſſimus hic pacis amator, 
* lis ageritur, contentus egit animam. 
Abi, viator, | 
Et cave ne poſthac litiges. 
Obiit defiderium ſui poſt ſe Fenn Iobris TRE 


1649. 


|My father, in he you; kudiedulged bis 
fancy occaſionally in poetical effuſions; one 


or two ſpecimens of which came into my 


hands. I have heard Mr. Nevile, a fellow 
of our college, whom I ſhall have occaſion 
to mention at a future period, ſpeak with 
approbation of a tranſlation done by him at 
college, into Latin hexameters, of Pope's 
 Eloiſa, This j never ſaw ; but I will 
e lubjoia 


( 


ſubjoin a tranſlation. of he iy, ode of the 
fort book of Horace, which is not deſtitute 
of taſte and ſpirit, for the amuſement on ts 


Ul without 1 a 7 als _ 


War Sed hid on a 10 bed, 
- With odours flowing round his head, 
In a cool grot does you careſs? 
For whom do you, deluding fair! 
1 Ain your head, and plait your hair, 
. 8. 1 genpeally; dreſs? | 


0 Alas! how! eden eil he find 
The-various motions of your mind 
" Unſettled, unſedate ! 
View frowns, ſubſervient to your wiles, 
Supplant your momentary ſmiles, 
And curſe his cruel fate. 


Who now enjoys at large your charms, 
And melting in your circling arms 
BgBelieves your love ſincere 3 | 
Hloping you ne'er will from him part, 
' Foments the _— of his _— 


8 oe = unhappy they, 1 2 

T9 Whom your untried deceits betray ! 

HEAL In Neptune's temple view, HOEHIDD 

- -A weird mbler,anha.velt... . 
By me ſuſpended as a teſt. 

Of my eſcape from you. 


2 1 * 
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"hs : Before 


1 

Before I diſmiſs my * from the age, 

and. confine: my attention to the great hero 
of this drama, I will relate a ſhort hiſtory, 
delectable enough to be rehearſed, and par- 
ticularly intereſting to the admirers of the 
gentlemen of the long robe, with their guid- 
dits, their ꝓuillets, and their tricks: 5 
As Vicar of Kingston, my father had the 
right of preſentation to four or five chapel- 
ries in the neighbourhood, of which Rich- 
mond was one. Theſe chapelries had been 
ſo paired for a length of time, that Richmond 
went with the vicarage, and Kew with 
Peterſham. This diſtribution was injudici- 
ous; and the beſt and the worſt prefer- 
ments might be more properly blended, fo 
as to be brought to a ſuitable equality. 
On this account George Hardinge, E/q; 
the preſent Welſh, Judge, to whom the 
patronage would revert at my father's 
death, procured an act of parliament dur- 
ing my father's incumbency, for a more 
equitable allottment of the benefices, with 
a clauſe, however, without which no vi- 
car in his ſenſes would haye conſented to 
the att, reſerving all the privileges of the 
pun | 


(9) 
preſent vicar of Kingoton unimpaired. My 
father, during his life time, by virtue of 


this power, preſented my brother to the 
| chapelry. of Richmond, which he now en- 
joys. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of the above 
clauſe; after ſome ineffectual attempts to 
terrify the. preſent rector out of his right, 
did our modeſt and conſcientious lawyer 
juſt mentioned, inſtitute a ſuit to ejett my 
brother from the chapelry, grounded upon 
that very act, which by a particular clauſe 
for this very purpoſe, expreſsly owned and 


ſecured my father's priviledge to place him 


there! confiding, I ſuppoſe, in the ſubtilties 
of legal juggle and the . of ju- 


ain: uncertainty ww 


ene lets Silas 
Frontem PN rebus ! | 


How would our fathers riſe up in a rage, 
And ſwear all ſhame was loſt in George's age! 
| Aﬀter ſeveral vexatious procraſtinations 
of this affair, with a view of wearying out 


i: tho party, to which legal aſſiſtances were 


1 In, nodos — e "Bod, | 


55 . | . 
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not O acc 
* # 


the Whuftrious judges, v. 


he e -enormity of ex. 
pence, and an impudent attempt on the day 
of detifion at u ſtill further delay, the cauſe 
came tb a hearing in the court of Common 


Pleas,” and was ſpeedily adju 


ed in favour 
of the defendant; with a ſeverè reproof from 
ho then preſided on 
that bench, of fuch ignominious 4 7 5 

nuity in this brother of the craft.” 3 
"Hers 1 Hall close the flort and fiaple 


aunal- of my fotefathers; ſenſible as I am, 
that vIRTUE only can give HONOUR to any 


individual, and that . is W conn 
but PMEMORALLTY, || , 5 


- 


Soy 4 
* 


Mato pater tibi fir Therſitesy 3 tu 7 
Facidæ ſimilis, Vuleaniaque arma capeſſas; 
Therſitæ ſimilem quam te producat Achilles. 


Give me Therſites? ſon, who bravely wields 
Vulcanian armour. in embattled fields, 
Before Therſites of Achilles line; 

5 gr I MT” of a fire divine F 


* 1 


From my earlieſt infancy, I was endoweeit 
with affections unuſually compoſed, with a 
diſpoſition grave and ſerious. I was in- 


2 * from the or” with a moſt ardent 
8 . deſire 


fa} 


defire of Knowledge Juch, I. belicys, as 
hath never, been, ſurpaſſed in any breaſt, 


nor for a moment impai red in ming. hs 
devotion to learning I had indulged. with 


ny ſuch aſſiduity and ſucceſs, that, when I 


went to ſchool, to an old lady ſtill alive in 
Nottingham, in May,.1759, at the, the age 


ol three: years and three, months, I, could 


| ſpell. the longeſt words, ay my catechiſn 
without heſitation, and read the 
with perfeQ fluency ; 85 indebted confiderably 
for this-eaxly proficiency tg the attention of 
my mother. As moſt. of the tranſactions of 
my. infancy are to this day impreſſed on my 


0 mige in very diſtinguiſhable characters, I 


well gegollect that I got by, heart, for my 
talk, the, following Wtatfuntide Holidays, 
the Jen fort verſes. of the, twenty-fifth chap- 
ter of St. Matthew, and at Chriſtmas. in the 
ſame, year the ſeven firjt verſes of the ninth 
Chapter of Tſaiah. , And, now the occaſion 
has brought the ſubje& in my way, I. muſt 
ſtop to mention, that By. LowTH has very 
properly correRed our verſion in this place, 
and I wiſh he had been explicit or ingenu- 
ous n enough to make his acknowledgements 

* cy to 


( > ) 


to the nen JoskrnH Mp, wt ole 

remarks he had undoubtedly ſeen, and to 
whom he was probably Se for the + 
mprovement in jam | 


In leſs than 1 years I wentts the writ- 
ue lee of a maſter ſtill living, and about 
the age of ſeven was initiated in the Latin 
languag ge at the free-ſchool in Nottingham, 
under the Rev. Samuel Beardmore, at that 

time uſher of the ſchool, and a fellow of 
out college, and afterwards a maſter of the 
"Charter: Houſe in London; which poſt he has 
but lately relinquiſhed. His abilities were, 
I believe, above medio rity; but he pro- 
bably thought this appointment, not the 

moſt refpettable I own, unworthy of them; 
and accordingly uſed no exertion in the ex- 

ecution of his truſt. ' None of his ſcholars 
in thoſe days will acknowledge, 1 venture to 
aſſert, any obligations to his aſſiduity; and 
for myſelf 1 can truly ſay, that I owe him 

nothing. Soon after ro Aj to this ſchool, 
the reception vhich an exereiſe for the ho- 
lidays, inſpected and approved by my fa- 
ow met with from this * ſhall 
'# not 


(2) 


not haſtily: forget. He threatened, with 
great ſnappiſnneſs, to flag me. Conſcious 
to myſelf of having done all that could be 
expected from a ſcholar of my years, and 
much more than any diligence of his could 
authorize him to expect from my exertions: 
perſuaded alſo, that any maſter of the leaſt 
imaginable diſcernment would eaſily diſco- 


1 ver in me no Ephorus, who had occaſion for 


a ſpur; I was ſhocked and alarmed be- 
yond meaſure, at a threat equally inhuman 
and unjuſt. My tender ſpirit was ſo deeply 
wounded at the moment, that the oblivious 
efforts of near thirty years have not been 
able to ſoothe the ſore ; and I reflect upon 

this harſhneſs of my preceptor to the pre- 
| ſent hour with ſentiments of alienation and 

diſguſt. . A humane and judicious maſter 
will be very careful not to exerciſe ſuch 
ferocity on minds eager for literary diſ- 
tinction, and opening their mouths, in the 
language of Scripture, as the earth watts 
for the latter rain. Infant emulation 
is a delicate and tender plant, which muſt 
be protected with equal ſolicitude from the 
chillneſs of neglect, and the inclemency of 

„ C . EY rebuke. 


( 24 ) 
| rebuke. Fruits wort y 7 fue may be L 
ntercepted in the — nay, the tree 
irlelf may be checked in its growth, and 
from the blights of nn n 
r waa away for ever. rt 

Some remarks of South ina Py on 
| Wee which contains many admirable 
precepts, will u e to A er ene, in 
this place: 

Let not dikeirn e Nature inſelf 
* would bear up by an innate generous 
principle of emulation, be expoſed, 
* cowed; and depreſſed with ce and con- 
* tumelies (founded, perhaps, upon "the 
* maſter's own guilt), to the ſcorn and con- 
© tempt of their equals and emulators. This 
is the moſt direct way to ſtupify and befor, 
* and make them utterly regardleſs . 
* themſelves, and' of all that is praiſe- wor- ; 
1 thy: beſides that it will be ſare to leave 
in their minds ſuch inward 1 + as are 
never to be qualified or worn ET ee 
would give thoſe plagoſt Orbilii, oY 
« pedagogical Jeſiis, thoſe furious School. 
* 4r4vers, the Tame advice, which the poet 
* " 40 Pherhus N His ſon Phaeton, Par- 


- : : | $6 CERE 


$6 they laſt 0 baſeſt Res and ſcarceever 


* fit to be uſed, but upon ſuch as carry their 


„ brains in their backs, and have ſouls ſo 
* dull and ſtupid, as to ſerve for little elſe 


but to n their among nn ene, 


* tion.“ * > ER » | 
May the failings e of thinks acrimonious di 


vine be atoned by theſe dictates of kindneſs 


and humanity, preſeri 


in ſuch 1 
a nen dee een 0 


fF 


Of ad 3 in Le dis 
— Johxsox, A. M. was head-maj- 


ter from the year 170% to 1720, the year 
of his death: the entire hiſtory of whoſe 


life is daily deſcending with accelerated ra- 


ag don the ftream of time into obli- 

vion. All my enquiries have able to 
— from the gulph but few banalen 
concerning a man worthy of rer 
His daughters were Mar 8d men in the 
lower orders of ſociety, ard are forgotten”: 
but to the future age of ſcholars, hee of 
his literary 1 will perpetuate his 
name with honour for an extenſive and ac- 


curate | 


5 


1 nnn .. 
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curate acquaintance with the grammatical 
proprieties of che Latin tongue: namely; 
m Noctes Nottinghamice, his Grammatical 
umentaries, and his Ariſlarchus Anti-Ben- 
tanus : for he too muſt launch is ſpear 
ren the buckler of Neoptolemus. The 
laſt performance is replete with Oy 
a erudition, and ſprightlineſs of wit. 
Which Unzverfity had the honour of his 
education I could never learn. He was 
for ſome time before his death diſordered 
in his mind. The Corporation made an 
attempt on this ground, I believe, though 
from other motives, to ejett him from the 
ſchool, without offering a ſufficient annuity 
ſor his maintenance. He repreſented to 
them the unreaſonableneſs and the cruelty 
of leaving a man of his years deſtitute in the 
world; and hoped, with a cunning often 
found in ſuch caſes, that they would at leaſt 
give him a teſtimonial, ſetting forth his qua- 
lifications as a ſchool- maſter, that he might 
_ earn his bread in another place, This paper 
Vas produced againſt. theſe outwitted gen- 
tlemen on the trial. When the cauſe came 
10 a, ene, at the Aſſizes, Counſellor 
_— Abney, 


(mn) 
Abney, afterwards a judge, and not eſteemed 
the Solomon of his age; was retained by the 
Corporation. After much perſonal reflec- 
tion and unbluſhing rudeneſs, characteriſti- 
cal of this noiſy ſophiſtical fraternity,“ In 


ſhort, Myr. Johnſon,” ſays he, that has 
happened to you, which Felix imputed to 


* St. Paul; Much learning me made thee 


* mad.” To this Johnſon good-humouredly 
and ſarcaſtically replied: © That whatever 


might be the:caſe with, reſpect to himſelf, 
he was perſuaded. that the excellent judge 
6. upon the bench, and the honourable 
court would agree with him in opinion, 
that the gentleman, who made this remark, 
_ « would never be mad from the ſame cauſe.” 
— Johnſon was eſtabliſhed in the ſchool. _ 
Some time after, in a fit of deſpondency, 
he drowned himſelf in a ſmall ſtream, which 
runs through Nottingham meadows. My 
friend the. Rev. Timothy Wylde, maſter of 
the ſame ſchool, a ſenſible and well-in- 
formed man, now in his erghty-ſeventh 
year, has heard Mr. Chapel, formerly of Je- 
ſus- College, Cambridge, and many years Rec- 
1 1 * Peter's, in chis 1 of the 


extreme 


4 


a e on m one eee eee ee Was 
walking in the meadows, a venerable grey- 


headed man pee on a bier. It was 
Jomſon. He appeared to have been fitting 
on the bank of the rivulet, and was found 
an ſhallow: water with his head; downward. - 

Theſe are all the incidents that I have 
— ectaſrom — tra» 
itions of his con e mporaries. 11 Bern 
But tears's | of ar ft u | 


FY "theſe, thou \ Ve berate htte ane dye of 
compaſſion will ay 5 thy eat ; and 


Fur {if S bx 
thou wilt aſk. no more. 51¹ l EFRON 
=8f\7* Gratz DI) GLEET n „ eh, 4.3; 
innen pag ey pieaparn ien 590 Blücher 
zobau Te wap, Baxcey x ag Jaxgu 7 Fen: 13 


100. 
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pin .F — the rites of wor Dato.) of 
244 WH ole: tte living can bf | 
8 Oer the congenial duft enjoined 3 =S 3 

4 | The graceful c as * 1 — tender _ 
A +1, hs W 1 65 
fur Gord! iff. + di torts aun ris 1 


At we n of nw years: eden this 
ſehi6ol for that of Wilford near Nottingham, 
they! under: the direction of the Rev. 1fanc 
911711 = Pickthall, 


(ms) 


tha a man of almoſt unparallelled 
fepticloynand innocence of manners; but 
_ froth à pure exceſs of conſcientiouſneſs and 
a xeligious anxiety of doing juſtice to his 
fchslars, guilty of à great error in judge- 
ment by confining us much too long, to an 
extreme impriſonment; ſcarcely eredible but 
to thoſe acquainted with the conduct of this 


in the ſummer, and, with the deduttion of 


leſs than tuo hours intermiſſion at break- 
ſaſt and dinner, continued there till i at 
night. A dreadful puniſhment in truth at 
that active and ſprightly age! on which I 
never reflect but with diſguſt and horror. 


In my opinion, there cannot be a ſeverer 


cruelty, as well as a more erroneous judge- 
ment, than in compelling a quick and lively 


boy, who can learn his leſſon in half an 


hour, to ſit, in all the anguiſh of impatience, 
upon the ſame bench, in one poſture, ſor 
five or fix times that ſpace at once. It is 


ruinous to the health, by depriving boys of | 
air andexerciſe; it deſtroys the ſpirits, by 
an unnatural coercion. of the gaiety and 

| * congenial with thoſe years, and is 


calculated 


tm) 


elbe. by an immediate and powertu 
kick — "ag of the, fineſt — 
oo eager: for improvement; are equally 
excellent at all youthful ſports and exer- 
ceiſes; and the proſpect of diverſion after 
ſchool is the moſt rational and effectual 
ſpur to induſtry, whilſt they are in it. I 
ſpeak on this point upon the moſt entire 
conviction, reſulting from theory and ex- 
perience ; and am moſt certain, that a long. 
and rigorous confinement of young people 
is attended with innumerable ill effects both 
to the body, the mind, and the underſtand- 
ing. A diſtich of Ovid is my favourite 
maxim upon this ſubjett : 


Et puer es; nec te quicquam, niſi ludere, oportet; 
| Lutze; wer er wen ges, , 6,6 
To this poſs alſo an obſervation quoted 
from a French author by Mx. Knox, in 
his incomparable Tate on Enucation, is 
| 2 beautiful: | 


Ces en fans, Pamour de Loh raren, Pefpoir 
8 de in * ont. ils dont nes pour etre 


mal- 


( 31 ) 


malle ? Savez-vous meme gls vuront 
* afſez pour goiter" quelques douceurs de ia 


e vie?" — ls jour peut leur 3 


* bog ite un Ken . goo CVaurore.” 


By the time I reached "ol een year, | 


this 9000 maſter, who erred only againſt 
Solomon's direction in being righteous er- 
much *, was removed from his ſchool to the 
rectory of Woollaton near Nottingham, on 
the preſentation of the then Lord Middle. 

ton, the reſidence of which family is fixed 
at that place ; and my father was pro- 
moted to the Vicarage of Kingston with the 


chapelry of Richmond, where we now 


* Infani ſanus nomen ferat æquus iniqui, 
Ultra quam ſatis eſt virtutem ſi petat ipſam. 
Hor. _ 


1 The Lord of that day was Francis Willoughby, couſin of 
the preſent poſleſſor of the title and eſtate. A neighbour- 


ing clergyman, well acquainted with his vordſſip, made a 


practiſe of ſhooting oftener than was acceptable in his do- 
mains. The game - keeper one day told this intruder, that 
his maſter wiſht him © not to make ſo free with, his ma- 


nors. Give my duty to his lordſhip,“ ſaid the humorous g 


prieſt, © and tell him that 1 wiſh he had more manneri. An 
excellent pun! but, like moſt others, i it vaniſhes in writing, 


reſided 


( 32 ) 
reſided. | AtRichnend Lawns place 


thoſe pedagogical Jehus mentioned by South; 
and ſtill alive: a man, neither qualified. by 


the tuition of my father's: curate, one off 


art nor nature for this employment. In 


| ſhort," the ſum- total of my literary profi- 


ciency under this ſucceſſion of maſters, may 
be compared to certain geometrical ſeries, 
with ſtrict propriety: in Which the number 
but the ſum never equals unity. So that 
my acquiſitions in all thele years from the 
abilities of my numerous teachers was li- 


terally nolling. My own application in the 


mean time was unremitted ;. and I had 
gained ſome knowledge of words in ſpite 
of the inſufficiency, lazineſs, and want of 
judgement, ſo conſpicuous in this miſcellany 
of worthy or unworthy preceptors. At 
this laſt ſchool I continued to 'September 
1769. There I began my acquaintance 
with the Greek language, when I firſt went, 


and was introduced into the veſtibule of 


Homer's temple a ſhort time previous to my 


2 


departure. But, if 1 may be ſaid to have 


* che hero from the threſhold, he 
certainly 


cc 


«0 


Co] 
certainly had not yet acknowledged i me as 
his votary. | 
And here I cannot but lument that iunda- 
tion of dreadful evils, which are let in upon 
ſociety by the tribe of profligate and inef- 
feftive ſchool-maſters. The majority of 
young men, who come to college after finiſn- 
ing their education at ſchool, ſcarcely know 
with tolerable accuracy even the firſt rudi- 
ments of the languages. Can i imagination | 

repreſent to herſelf a more melancholy caſe, 

than that of an ingenuous enterpriſing. 

youth, waſting his time, and blaſting his 
hopes, in a ſeminary of one of thoſe igno- 

rant heedleſs inſipid ſchool-maſters, with 
which this kingdom is overrun? This 
youth, of excellent capacity and docile dif: 
poſition, comes to the Unzverfity, finds 
others, far inferior to himſelf in genius, 
ſo much beyond his own attainments from 
the advantage of a- ſkilful and conſcientious 
maſter, as almoſt overwhelms him in deſpair. 
„ have kept my ſon, ſaid the mayor of 
one of the firſt towns in this kingdom, fix 
te or ſeven years with this fellow K, learn- 
ing Latin and Greek all this time, and, 
| >D % now 


2, 
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« now he i is come home, I find him 3 
to conſtrue a preſcription, or explain the 
« inſcriptions of the galley- pots. In my 
humble opinion, this enormous uſurpation 
of ſtupidity and impudence ought to be 
made a national concern, To ſuffer the 
riſing generation to be thus abuſed beyond 
all recovery from any future proceſs, what 
is it but to blot the ſhring from the year? It 
may be aſſumed as an indiſputable propoſi- 
tion, that no man of real taſte and learning 
will ever keep a ſchool but from neceſſity; 
and therefore this taſk devolves of courſe 
on poor curates in the Church, and poor 
miniſlers among the Diſſenters : Men, uſe- 
ful and reſpectable in their proper functions, 
but in polite literature, for the moſt part, 
mere ni ad lyram. Hence it comes to 
paſs, chat a learned ſchool-maſter is rarely 
found but in thoſe foundations, where the 
endowment bears' ſome proportion to his 
merits. I look myſelf upon the generality 
of theſe preceptors as thieyes of the moſt _ 
* atrocious kind; robbers of hope and op- 
portunity, thoſe bleſſings for which no com- 
penſation can be made. I cheriſh liberty, 
I think 


1%) 


I think, with a warmth of attachment in- 
ferior to no-man; but I ſhould rejoice 
to ſee, I confeſs, ſome reſtriftions in the 
caſe before us. Men of acknowledged 


| qualifications ſhould be appointed to ex- 


amine with a ſcrupulous and conſcientious 
accuracy, the competency of all thoſe, who 


undertake the teaching of the learned lang- 


uages; and none ſhould be allowed to exer- 
ciſe this arduous office, but thoſe, who 
could endure the fiery trial. Society would 
be benefited beyond meaſure, and no real 
injury be done to the individual. Men 
ſhould learn, or be taught, the knowledge 
of themſelves ; nor ſhould ke aſpire to adorn 
the mind, who is fit only to trim a periwrg ; 
or, in the vain attempt of acquiring ſcience, 
leave uncultivated the abilities of a com- 

mendable fhoemaker. Every parent would 
be ready to entruſt his children to the care 
of preceptors thus ſignalized by the current 
| ſtamp of approbation. Learning would 


find her reward in flouriſhing ſchools ; her 
benefits would be ſcattered in profuſion 


over the face of the community, and ſpring 
up daily in civilization, happineſs, and 


D2 | virtue. 


_ 


CAB - „ . hs a — 


—— 


* e * 8 1 
rr 1 1 Li. A - 5 LIP N * 
e E 2 


—— — — 
2 1 
Yo, = * 
PECTIN _ = = G = 
; rap l 
r 5 . g 2 N Py — — wy * 
* * z = L 
r 75 - 8 x 5 
AC og * 2 n DN Nr eg 2 
5 * 
4 


= 
5 
44; 
a), 
3 
£1 o 
= 
oy 


* 
| 
7 
1 
44 
5 * 
8 
: 
ver. 
ip 


(Ss) 


virtue. Yet I am well aware, that ſcholars. 


are too often Profligates in life, and diſ- 
grace thoſe letters, which are not only cal- 
culated to improve the . . but 


have, I think, a natural tendency to digniſy 


the mind and humanize the heart. Yes: 
VIRTUE ſurely will confeſs her obligations 
to REAL LEARNING; and Theocritus had 


reaſon for his aſſertion in tage Krain of 


immortality: 


Ten wev rr. e, u, Te uveuat, 
Towers Vignbr eur: d d Mog xe ode. | 
Tas per mas tm nant® dou@: ure vf , 
Our tap thamwag yAunepurtpoy, rt MENTTaU | 
 Avbea, bc d Maga Pres bg tyap S, 
Tabeuccu, Two? ar org Jarnoano Kiprxas 


= Ac inſect tribe it's fellow- inſect loves; 
Each bird it's fellow : I, the Muſe's ſong. | 
May my roof echo with her thrilling, voice! 
Nor ſlumber ſoft, nor breath of early ſpring | 
So ſweet, nor hanied flow'rets to the bee. 
Him, on whoſe infant breaft the Muſe's eye. - 
Propitious glanc'd, nor ſordid pleaſure's ure, 
Nor _ Circe's Pan, cup. 


But to return from this digreſlon to my laſt 


maſter. This gentleman Was occaſionally 


reized wich the ich of authorſhip. . He 
pub- 


(HS). 


publiſh a #ijte Sermon firſt, then e a Poem, 
then a Hiſtory of Egypt, and then a Novel, 
and laſtly a volume of Sermons; all in en 
an incomprehenſible ſtyle of pompous in- 
anity both of ſentiment and dition, as I 
believe never was exhibited in the republic 
of letters till his own ra. The reader and 
the author too muſt excuſe me for quoting 
one paragraph from his . Sermons; and I 
_ boldly challenge the reader to produce it's 
| ſuperior from all thoſe ſtores, of eloquence, 
which rhetorical ſcience; which energy and 
elegance of language, under the operation of 
genius, have together been able with their 
happieſt efforts to produce. Indeed this 
ſpecimen may be ſafely numbered amor, 
the moſt prodigious exertions of the human 
faculties, expanded by learning and refined 
by taſte. Our accompliſhed author alludes 
to the inſidious attempts of a well-known 
_ writer to diſparage the evidences of Ari 
tianity. 
Thus the We ſheaths the ſubtle 
Foiſon in the dreſs of reading, and diffuſes 
l it abroad on the ſofter wings of candour ; 


l DI & he = 


(3 ) 


« he dan his bright plumage 3 as if ta 5 
* conceal latent guile, and juſt leaves room 
to ſee it under the faireſt garb,” 


Cite, Romani ; ſeriptores ! cedite, Graii / 
T. little flars! e e OR” 


| 1 was ; happily removed from this inau- 
ſpicious region, where every pleaſing hope 
of future plenty was daily blaſting, and no 
falutary influences cheriſhed the riſing facul- 
ties , into a more genial and vivifying cli- 
mate, at the age of thirteen years, and. was 
transferred to the tuition of the Rev. 
RIchARD WoonrpDEs0N, who lived in my 
father's pariſh of Ktngston-upon-Thames. Of 
this gentleman I never reflect but with ſen- 
ſations of pleaſure and ſentiments of reſpeR. 
He was indeed generally beloved by all his 

ſcholars.— Such particulars of his life and 


* The improving method, which this gentleman em- 
ployed in our exerciſes, deſerves memorial at leaſt, if not 
imitation. Without ſpecifying a ſingle fault, the exerciſe 


| was torn, thrown away with inſolent diſdain, and the ſen- 


tence was, 16 r BALD Latin indeed }'' 


fortunes 


( 39 ) 


fortunes as have come to my knowledge 


will not be unintereſting to the reader, who 
delights in virtue and honours genius, whilſt 
this memorial of gratitude muſt be deemed 


but a ſuitable oblation of a ſcholar's duty to 


the memory of his preceptor. | 
His faltem accumulem donis et fungar inani munere. 
He was educated at Magdalen College in 
Oxford, and was born ſome time about the 
year 1703, or 4. Soon after his removal 
from college, he was, I believe, a ſchool- 
aſſiſtant at Reading in Berkſhire, how long 


I know not; and between 1732 and 1738 
was re maſter of the Free-School at 


Kingston-upon-Thames. Here he continued, 


till the year 1772, with ſignal ſucceſs and 


with equal reputation. A conſiderable por- 
tion of the nobility and gentry in that neigh- 
| bourhood, who had been educated within 


the period here ſpecified, were trained 
under him. Beſides many ſcholars of con- 


fiderable character, who never diſtinguiſhed 


| themſelves as authors, and others probably, 
who have been conſpicuous. in the literary 
world, but unknown to me, the following 


54 well- 


(&@) 


_ well-known writers were indebted to . 
Punt, . 121 and children ot care; © 


Ms. LovtyzonD, a writer in the World ; 
Mx. 'STEEVENS, the editor of Shakefhere.s 
MR. KEETE, ane of the Sketches of Nas 
ture, Poems, and other reſpectable perfor. 
mances ; MR. GIBBON, the hiſtorian; Mx. 
HayLEy,the poet; Mx. MAsERESs, Curſitor. 
Baron of the Exchequer, of ſcientific fame, 
and who, if I miſtake not, gained with the 
preſent Biſhop of London, the Chancellor's 
Medals, on the firſt year of their inſtitution 
at Cambridge; and GEOROCE HARDINGE, 
the Welſh Des whom I would not be 
underſtood to mention now as. ranking 
properly with this band of literary cha- 
racters, but to place in the ſcale a counter. 
poiſe to that unfavourable exhibition of him, 
which truth compelled me to hold forth in 
the early part of theſe memoirs. This ſen- 
ſible and lively lawyer was the only pupil, 
whoſe gratitude exerted itſelf, with ſucceſs 
at leaſt, in procuring preferment for his 
maſter, A my either i in Kent or Eſſex, 
| Was 


: „ 


vas obtained by him, if I rightly remember, 
from his uncle my Loxd CAMDEN, at that 
time Chancellor. And this was all the obli- 


gation, which the Church ever faſtened on 
the good old gentleman. In the latter part 


of his life indeed he uſed to preach once a 


Sunday in Mr. Fordyce's Chapel at Roe. 


hampton ; but this engagement anſwered 
no purpoſe of emolument, and furniſhed 
merely a little exerciſe for his body and re. 
creation for his mind, as the chaiſe-hire 
abſorbed all the ſalary. A favourite Cat, 
which on one of theſe occaſions, when the 
family was from home, had made her way 
into Lady Margaret's pew, and fell aſleep 
there, gave riſe to the following verſes from 
the facetious PR | 


i * a Cat ſleeping in Chapel, 
Tur gentlefolk all gone from home, 
Fine doings ſure in ſuch a caſe! 


Puſs then at liberty may roam, 
2 Unaw'd from place ol pen | 


May ſpart the China jars among, 
' . On damaſk bed or toilette, 
| And fears much leſs than Betty's tongue, 
Her playful paw may ſpoil it, 
e e Such 


f 
1 
| 
| 4 
{ 
1 


e 
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Such was the time, wwe knew not why, 1 
Puſs to the chapel ſtray d; 


And, in the cloſet mounted high, 


| The folk below ſurvey d. 


With adore ſhe the place beheld, 

And, all things to her mind, 
The cuſhion, that fo charming cell a, 4 
She lik'd and fo reclin'd. 


| And now demure ſhe ſeems methinks 


Like any judge in furrs; 
And now myſteriouſly winks, 
Or | ſtately ſits, and purs, 


5 Then riſing gapes, 4 yawns, and Aae 


Or to compoſe her liſtleſs pain, 
Regardleſs what the parſon preaches, 
She ſtretches, yawns, and ſleeps again, 


Yet gentle puſs one moment wake, 
One tranſient look beſtow, 
And ſee how too your betters take, 
Like -_u_” their nap * | 


1 crowding thick upon old age, 
of itſelf a diſeaſe, he relinquiſht his ſchool - 
in the year 1772, removed to Chelſea, and 
died in 1774, or the latter end of 1779, I 
am not ſure which. His ſon, and only ſur- 
viving child, is at this time Vinerzan Pro- 


Jo” 


„ 
2 or in the Univerſity of Oxford ; a gen- 
tleman of very reſpectable abilities, who 


exemplities the well-known maxim of the 


8 


Fortes creantur fortibus; et bonis | 
Eft in juvencis, eſt in equis, patrum 
Virtus; nec imbellem feroces 
* aquilæ columbam. 


When I was preſent a few years ago at 
the ſale of the great DR. BenTLEyY's li- 
brary on the death of his nephew of the 
ſame name, who had a college-living in 


Leiceſterſhire, DR. Jacks0N, a venerable 
clergyman of that country, and formerly of 


Magdalen -· College, was there at the ſame 
time. On hearing him mention his college, 
it inſtantly occurred to me, that he muſt be 


a contemporary with my old maſter at the 


Univerſity; and I accordingly aſkt him, 
if he remembered Mr. Wooddeſon at Col- 
lege. Remember him!“ ſaid this amiable 
perſon, with eager accents and eyes ſpark- 
ling with benevolence : © Remember him! 
« We were nearly of the ſame age and 


« —_— I had a ow reſpe& for him 
enn 


0 SE ) 
5 * 


end often viſited him at King / 
7 But you ſhall judge of my friend- 
wel 5 and affection for his memory from a 
* fingle circumſtance, When his ſon was 
candidate for, the Vinerian Profeſſorſhip, 
* and the conteſt was likely to be ſevere, I 
e came over at once from Germany, where 
« I then was, to Oxford, merely to give my 
vote, and returned again immediately, at 
« the cloſe of the election, to the conti- 
« nent.”—A ſpecimen of regard, which very 
ſenſibly affected my feelings, and was highly 
honourable to both parties! Happy the 
one, to deſerve ſuch friendſhip! Happy the 
other, thus to ſacrifice his own eaſe to the 
memory of a friend, who was no more! 
Death had ſevered their intercourſe; but not 
diſunited their affection: that ſtill furvived, 
beyond all ſuſpicion of ſelfiſhneſs, when 
compenſation was become impoſſible: 
Fuortunati ambo! i quid mea carmina poſſunt, 
* ** n memori vas eximet ævo. 


| Ji never heard, that Mr. 88 gave 

any work to the public himſelf, beſides a 

metrical * in Latin for the uſe of the 
ſchool; 


461 


ſchool : but "Wan been told, that {wo or 
| three of the Sermons in Bellamy) 8 Family 


Preacher were written by him. 


Us hevhe Ther deer fs hola, and. 


the amiable manners of a gentleman. In the 


treatment of his ſcholars, and his diſtribu- 


tions to the poor, he was generous even to 
indiſcretion ; ſo that, after a moſt flouriſh- 
ing ſchool for near forty years, he retired 


with loſs from his employment; and his 


widow, I believe, had the. mournful conſo- 
lation of experiencing the kind attentions 


of an affectionate and grateful ſon. As a 
ſcholar, he was to a certain compaſs, exact 
and elegant; acquainted with but few au- 
thors, but they were the beſt; and theſe 


he had read again and again, both in pri- 


vate ſtudy and the rotation of ſcholaſtic 


diſcipline, with accuracy and taſte. He was 


very rigid in requiring elegant Engia/h from 
his ſcholars in conſtruing Greek and Latin 
authors, almoſt to a degree of faſtidious af- 


ſectation. The bent of his gehius inclined 


him to the Ode and Epigram:;, compoſi- 
tions ſuited to a mind, not * comprehen- 
ſive, 


(467 


| ſive, and to * neither m nor 
profound . His method of writing Latin 
was particularly injudicious and improper; 
and to this day I feel the effetts of my 


I recolle& a proof or two of his epigrammatic turn in 
the ſubjeRs for our exerciſes. On the inſtability of the vulgar 
he would ſometimes give for a thefis, a hemiftich from Pro- 
pria que maribur no great 3 one would preſume, 
of moral ſentiment : | 


Neutrum we mas modo, pres 1s | 
On the neceſſity of ready money to form the gentleman of mo- 
dern days, part of a verſe from As in preſents furniſht a 
ſubjeR, aſſiſted by a ſmall alteration of orthography, with a 
ſimilar : | | 


ei in FRF herſeclum former. 


The two n on which he always dwelt with "moſt 


_ © rapture, were one of Horace, and one of Virgil both, 


CO, exquiſite in their kind. 


Format enim Wie priùs nos inthe ad omnem 

Fortunarum habitum ; juvat, aut impellit ad iram; 

Aut ad humum mærore gravi deducit, et angit. 
Hor, Ax r. Port. 


Multa dies variuſque labor mutabilis zvi 
- Rettulit in melius; multos alterna reviſens 
Luſit, et in ſolido rurſùs Fortuna locavit. 
| Vine. An. x1. 


aller | 


1490 


maſter's inſtructions in this reſpect, com- 


poſing with heſitation and difficulty in that 
language from the vices of early habit. His 
choice of books was, however, on the 
whole ſo proper, his diſtribution of the 
time between proſe and poetry ſo well ad- 
juſted, and his exaction of attendance in 
the ſchool ſo moderate, provided we were 
ready, when called, with our leſſons ; and 
his whole conduct fo engaging in all it's cir- 


cumſtances, as to make every ſcholar happy 


under his gracious and EE reign *. 


Like 


His lady was not ſo great a favourite among us, but 


probably without ſufficient cauſe of diſlike, as himſelf. 


She had ſomething lofty and diſdainful in her demeanour. 
I remember one domeſtic incident that will leave the 
reader ata loſs, which to admire moſt, the inſolence of one 
party, or the impudence of the other. 


Our uſhers, whoſe reception was at all times liberal 3 | 
reſpectful with them both, dined always with the old gen- 
tleman and his lady in the parlour. It was tacitly under- 

ſtood, and was very proper in itſelf, that theſe Secondartes 


were not to be greedy in engroſſing the rarities, when 
ſtrangers, which often happened, and they very reſpec- 
table, were at dinner, At the time of this event one of 


the uſhers was Mr. Griffiths, who ſucceeded Mr. Wooddefon 


in the ſchool; and a couple of boiled rabbits were ſerved 
up very early in the ſeaſon, The other uſher was firſt 
aſked, whether he choſe any rabbit. Upon his anſwering 
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(48) 
Like the rte of Oxford's ſons, Mr. 
| Wooddeſon was a Toryin his political opinions, 
and orthodox in his theology : an enemy to 
all oppugners of royal power and eſtabliſhed 
religion. During the turbulence, occaſioned 
by the intrepidity of Mz. Wi1rxzs, he gave 


rom Claudian a oo rb for our o_ 


| exerciſe : . 


- HUNGUAR libertas gratior exſiat 
Saw rege pia. 

In a fit of puerile credulity, not unworthy 

of a child, I launcht out in commendation 

of our preſent Sovereign, in a ſtrain of 

panegyric, highly gratifying to the old 

man's taſte. One diſtich I remember: 
Cur nunc O! aloe cur nunc 07 tempara / clamant, 
Quan nemo regis juſſa benigna colit.. | 

7 Aye! e ſays he with rapture, on this ocea - 

ſion, (though I never was a favourite, but 


in the affirmative, Mrs. W. ſorely vexed at this violation 


of the ſecret covenant, gave him a whole rabbit on his plate. 
* And Madam!“ ſaid Grifiths, wounded by this indignity 


offered to his colleague, © if you pleaſe, I will take the 
other: and cleared accordingly the diſh of delicacy in an 


: inſtant ;' to the diſcomfiture of the entertainment, and the 
utter confuſion of the revengeful _ ; 


for 


(9) 


for what reaſon none of my ſchool-fellows 
could underſtand) © Wakefield is not only a 
good verfifyer, but a loyal ſubject. 

During this juncture he alſo wrote ſome 
verſes on the ſame exalted perſonage, which 
appeared in a public paper: and ſurely, if 
partiality of fancy be requiſite at any time 
to decorate an unpromiſing and barren ſub- 
Jett, it was requiſite on this occaſion. One 
ſtanza I remember, and it 18 not unworthy | 
of preſervation, ; rs 

Thrice happy in thy royal wedded uin, . 

Whom all hearts reverence, and all voices rs . 


Her mutual love compenſates every care, 
Makes each joy greater, and each forrow , 


I lived to ſee and repent my error : his 
: alas! died with him: b 


Tod At pabrlai fer reveg — 


I have alſo in my poſſeſſion. an Alcatc 
Poem, written by him upon the Ratcliffe 
Library in Oxford. It is of unequal excel- 
lence, and has, I believe, been inaccurately 
tranſcribed, Some ſtanzas mall be quoted; 


2 b canerem reges et ludicra, re aurem 
Vellit, et admonnit. 7 


"i and 


— i 5 ? 
* 
v 


| and they will 40 credit to the talents of 
their author, 2 


Q non 1 deficit 8 | 

| Sermonibus quod Socraticis madet: 
"Not deficit volvens Iliſſss 

Lenis aquas ſtrepitu loquaces. 
ce hic ſunt, nemora et ſacra, 
Sub nocte ſerã Iuſtiniz modis. 
Et voce doctorum per ubras 
M./ultiſona mocilits vatum. 


" Then follows an addreſs of theſe Bards 
to Ratcliffe, of which the following ſtanzas 
are a part: 


Exangue corpus tu N manu 
Inſtantis orci faucibus eripis; 


_ Redintegras roburque victum 
Tu ſenibus, macie et puellis 
Longi pereſis; tu roſeum decus 
Reddis genarum: te medico, minus 
Febres timebant invidaſque 
| Variolas, venerum rapaces. 
Fugere viſum te, varium genus, 
Mlo-yrbi: gravi te Phthiſis anhelitu 
2 Et claudicans lentè Podagra, et 
Plenus aquis fitibundus Hydrops. 
| - *Novas Alecto cogitet irrita 
Artes nocendi : multiplices licet 
T Mentita formas, non ſagacem 
EKRatclivium Libitina fallat. 


Under 


(a 3 


Under this gentleman' s tuition. I com- 


menced my acquaintance with a few of the 
moſt capital productions of Greece and Rome ; ; 
and laid ſuch a foundation i in claſſic litera- 
ture, as enabled me, on my, tranſplantation 
to college, to purſue my ſolitary ſtudies with 


_ pleaſure to myſelf and with ſome ptoſpect 
of ſucceſs. When I was firſt ſettled at this 


ſchool, I was fortunately aſſigned a ſtation 
in a good claſs, and found mylelf placed 
between the two beſt ſcholars in it, both at 
that time much my ſuperiors, dpecially nde 
compoſition both of poetry and proſe. This 
vas a juncture ſuited to my ambition, and ex- 
tremely favourable to improvement. I reſted 
not night or day in redeeming my time, en- 
deavouring ſtill: and endeavouring to raiſe 
| myſelf to the level of my aſſociates from the 
| poſition, to which the unſkilfulneſs and inat- 
tention of my former tutors had depreſſed 
me. After no long interval of unremitted di- 
ligence, I was generally.allowed an equality 


with my fellows : except that in the art of 


verification, mere ſtudy could never at- 
tain that elegant facility, which diſtinguiſht 
Mx. WIILIAu CURR1E, now a member of 

| 14 
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Parliament ; who was not ſuffered to indulge - 
his inclination by finiſhing the career of a 
learned education, to the loſs of literature 
herſelf. —His modeſty will excuſe, T hope, 
this deſerved, but trivial, homage of diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip to his virtues. 1 55 


One, who We Aided Mr. Woodde- 
on, as well as our family at Richmond, was 
the Rev. GEORGE HaxvesrT, Fellow of 
Magdalen-College, Cambridge, and curate of 
Thames-Ditton, one of my father's ' chapels, 
for many years: a man of great moral recti- 
tude, but no leſs obliquity of underſtand- 
ing, and an unequalled ſingularity of man- 
ners. His derelictions of attention were 
not ſurpaſſed by thoſe which the fruitfulneſs 
of ſportive Fancy has recorded of the ever- 
memorable Adams. A few ſpecimens of his 
oddities will ſerve not merely to delight 
the humouriſt, but may contribute alſo not - 
à little to aſſiſt the philoſophical analyſt i in 
his lucubrations on the Künne, I” 
ſtanding, 5 
Mr. Harveſt paſt much of bir time in ute 


family of the * Lord 0——his farifh- 
N toner, 


EF. 


| oner, and was exhibited not. unfrequently 


to the viſitors as a ſubject of merriment and 
curioſity, but without inſolence on one fide 
or ſervility on the other. One night he was 


ſitting amidſt all the pageantry of politeneſs, 


with Lady 0 and the family in the 
front box of a London Theatre. In this con- 
ſpicuous ſituation, poor Harveſt, on pulling 


out his handkerchief, brought with it an old. 


greafy flannel night-cap, which fell into the 


pit. Who owns this?” cries a gentleman > 


below; elevating the trophy in full diſplay 
on the point of his cane: Who owns this?” 
The unaffected ſimplicity of our divine, lit- 
tle conſidering the delicate ſenſations of his 
friends, and overjoyed at the recovery of 


this valuable chattle, eagerly darts out his 


hand, ſeizes the cap, and, in the action, cries 
out, © It is mine!“ The party were utterly 
diſconcerted at the circumſtance, and bluſht 
for their companion; who wondered, in the 
mean time, at their confuſion, and expected 
rather the ſympathies of benevolence with 
the joy of their friend at this e reco- 
vey of his erer. 
13 On 
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| On another occaſion Harueſt accom mpa- 
nied his patron into France; and, during 
the neceſſary delay at ſome poſt-town, our 
contemplative parſon rambled about after 
a bookſeller's ſhop, and found one. Here 
he amuſed himſelf awhile with his favour- 
ite companions ; but at laſt reflected, that 
his friends were in haſte to depart, and 
might be much incommoded by his ſtay. 
But he had forgot the name of the inn, and 
to expett im to find a road merely becauſe 
he had traverſed it before, was to expect 
that Theſeus ſhould unravel the Dædalean 
labyrinth without the thread of Ariadne, 
Not a word of French could our traveller 
ſpeak to be underſtood ; but recollected the 
ſign of the inn to be a lion. Still, how to 
make the bookſeller comprehend this, was 
the difficulty. Harveſt, however, tall and 
ſturdy, raiſed himſelf, to the no ſmall terror 
of the bookſeller, with projected and cur- 
vetting arms, into the formidable attitude 
ol a lion-rampant ; and ſucceeded at length 
by a repetition of this happy effort in ſug- 
geſting an idea of a lion to the ſtaring 
| Frenchman. 


(.& } 


| Frenchman. But another difficulty of a | 


more arduous nature now preſented itſelf. 


There are black hons, and red lions, and 


white lions ; of which laſt colour was the 


lion in queſtion, Now no two- footed erea - 
ture under the ſun could leſs exemplify that 


admirable maxim of the - Preſoytertan Di- 
vine, that © CLEANLINESS is next to Gop- 
LINESS,” than the hero of our ſtory; who 


was flovenlineſs in perſon. Harveſt, there- 


fore, to complete the aggregate, and im- 
preſs the ſpecific idea not of a lion only, 


but a wairts lion, upon the ſenſorium of 
the bookſeller, unbuttons his waiſtcoat, 
and ſhews his ſhirt. He was convinced to 
his coſt by woeful experience of the th 
of that Virginian, verſe; _ 


Tantum vi * valer mutare veruſtas || 
| for alas! like the Mulberry of old, 
Qui color abus erat, nunc eſt contrarius albo. 


Our uncleanly countryman ben have 
ſeverely rued his inattention to the decen- 
cies of life in another region; but the 
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veyance to the White Lion-Inn. 

This. unthinking viſionary would gay at 
my father's day after day, totally inſenſible 
of the lapſe of time: till on the Saturday 


afternoon it became neceſſary to admoniſi 


him of the expediency « of returning to > his 
Sunday' s duty. 
He once engaged to 8⁰ a journey of 


ſome extent with an acquaintance. When 


the traveller had proceeded ten or twelve 
miles, they ſtopt at the inn of a country- 


town. © I will ſtep out,” ſays Harveſt, „for 
ta few 1 minutes to ſee a friend; and Will 


return immediately.“ He met with his 
friend, entered into converſation with him, 
thought no more of his fellow- traveller; 
who waited in vain, and was compelled to 
go on without him. Harveſt returned 


home, as uſual, at the call of his Ps 


function on the Sabbath. 

Our Adonis early in life was to have mar- 
ried a daughter of DR. EpMonD/G1B80N, 
Biſhaþ wa Longon, (who afterwards more 


op 


id conſtruttion 
upon the caſe, and extricated the grim 
Ecclefiaftic from his diſtreſs, by a Tafe con- 


9 


(7 
happily diſpoſed of her accompliſhments 
to the preſent Biſhoß of Briſtol :) and, as 
the flory goes, forgot the day of his in- 
tended nuptials, He was out a-fiſhing ; : 
and, at twelve o'clock, ſtarts up, and cries : 
« L—d! bleſs me! I was to have been mar- 
ried to-day !” The authenticity of this nar- 
rative Harveſt utterly denied to my father: 
* the truth was,” ſays he, I found myſelf 
e unable to make good my engagements to 
* the Biſhop.” For it was commonly ſaid 
that this guileleſs and upright Nathanael 
had appropriated an independent fortune 


of his own to the diſcharge of his father's 


debts, who had been an eminent brewer at 


Kingston-upon-Thames; and in conſequence ; 


of this truly noble conduct, never enough to 


be admired ! lived on a curacy of fifty 


founds for the remainder of his days. 
He continued curate of Thames-Ditton 


and Fellow of his College, from which he re- 


ceived little or no emolument, to his death ; 
which happened about twelve years ago. 
I know but of tu publications from 


this extraordinary character: one, a volume 


of e and me other, a pamphlet 
again 
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againſt Dr. Chandter in the Subſcripltons 
Controverſy; neither of them much known 
to fame. He was, however, let the merit 
of theſe pieces be what it will, a man un- 
doubtedly of extenſive reading and an ele- 
gant claſſic taſte. I remember an impromptu 
from him on the heavy rains in 1770, which 
ſor the ſeriouſneſs of the ſentiment, and the 
ſimple neatneſs of the expreſſion, demands 
ſuch preſervation at leaſt as 0 work can | 
give 8 | 
ul non folvanus ſeclerats crimina vita, 
Corlum oh nobis . in * 
le publiſhe alſo in the Nevin Pier" « a 
| ſmart copy of Jambics, in oppoſition to a 
charge of drunkenneſs, made againſt him by 
ſome antagoniſt on the other ſide of the 
ſubſcription- queſtion: a charge, not juſt, 
but incidentally, as his extraordinary ab- 
ſence of mind betrayed him into this brutiſh 
vice, or the malice of companions took ad- 
vantage of his ſimplicity. I am ſorry to 
remember but three lines of this copy of 
yerſes; and the claſſical reader, I think, wie | 


be es by their inſertion: 4 
7 Madre, 


= 
Mades, Sa fone aft ex funtibus, | 


Duos tu, tuique ſimile pecus ignauius, 
Numquan labellis attigiſtis extimis. 


But it is time for me to reſume my own 
hiſtory. As Mr. Wooddeſon, was on the eve 
of giving up his ſchool, and, though I was 
not yet ſixteen years old, my father had ju- 
diciouſly determined to put me under no 
other maſter, a ſituation at College be- 
came now the object of attention. DR. 
JEFFRIES, at preſent, I believe, a reſiden- 
tiary of St. Paul's, but then a canon of 
Chriſi-Church, kindly offered his aſſiſtance in 
procuring for me a fludency in that houſe. 
And I never reflect, but with profound 
gratitude to the Almighty Superintend- 
ant of my exiſtence, on that predelettion of 
my father for his own college in Cambridge, 


which reſcued me from a place of edu- 


cation, where no ſuch ſtudies are the ob- 
jects of academical emulation, as are cal- 

_ culated to give full exerciſe to the reaſon- 

ing and inveſtigating faculties of the mind ; 
or rather, I believe, if we may credit her 
own ſons, no eſtabliſhed ſtudies of any kind 
| whatever, 
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whatever. Their powers of invention are 


W their ambition 1 IS at reſt, 


Still as the ſea, eier * Di to blow, 
Or moving ſpirit bade the waters flow, | 


' Orthodox theology, high Church Politics, 


and paſſive obedience to the powers that be, 


fit enthroned there; and ſpread their ſtupi- 


fying influence through the atmoſphere 
around them. Alas! how changed from 
the venerable nurſe of Harzs, Curtiing- 
woRTH, and LOCKE, in better days“! Suns 


of intellett and virtue! illuminating and 
warming the univerſe with the beams of 
knowledge and the glow of liberty And 
yet, obſerve the diametric oppoſition in the 
ſentiments of mankind ! many, I fear, moſt, 


of my readers (forgive the vanity of ſup- 


poſing that I have any readers at all!) will 


ſhudder at the idea of expoſing their own 
children to a ſituation, which produces in 


my mind ſuch fervour of thankfulneſs 
P 5 e 
Heroum, dum tempus erat, melioribus annis 2 


J. H. Browns DE lune Ax, | 


and 


VY a en LL. 


(& ) 


and exultation; as likely to bring upon 


N them a cur/e, and not a bleſſing : in the ſpi- 
rit of the true ſons of Mammon in ancient 
and modern days: 


« O! cives! cives! querenda pecunia primum eſt; 


« Virtus poſt nummos,” Hæc Janus ſummus ab ime. 


| Perdocet: hæc recinunt juvenes dictata ſeneſque ; © 
Lævo ſuſpenſi loculos tabulamque lacerto. _ 
Hear London's voice : « Get money, money ſtill! 
« And then let virtue follow, if ſhe will.? 
This, this the ſaving doctrine, preach'd to all, 
From low St. James's up to high St. Paul; 
From him, whoſe quills ſtand quiver'd at his ear, 
To bir whe nes Noe at Weſtminſter, - 
| Porr. 


A Scholarſhip a at that time vas vacant in 
Jieſus-College, Cambridge ; founded not many 
years before by Mr. Marſden, Archdeacon 


of Nottingham, for the ſon of a living 
clergyman, born at Nottingham both which 
conditions were united in me. DR. CARL 
too, the Maſter of the College, had long 


been an intimate acquaintance of my fa- 
ther, and was a Nottinghamſliire man. 


Theſe inducements alſo contributed to eſta- 
bliſn me in that college; where I was ad- 


mitted in * _ 
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Du. LynrorD CaRVI was a gentleman 
diſtinguiſhed for the affability of his man- 
ners, the regularity of his life, and, to the 
| beſt of my knowledge, an unimpeachable 
integrity. His moſt conſpicuous ſingula- 


rity was a balanced preciſion and a ſenten- 
tious brevity of expreſſion. Let me furniſh 


a deciſive proof or two of this afſertion. 
On the occaſion of an Unzverſity Election, 


contended with uncommon ardour . and 


animoſity on both ſides, in which ſervices 
Dr. Caryl was eſteemed without an equal 
for dextrous and prudent management ; 
after the committee, of which he was a 
member, had been deliberating with great 


ſeriouſneſs on the poſture of affairs, he ob- 


ſerved, on their ſeparation for adjournment, 
with inimitable ſolemnity, interpoſing, as 


his cuſtom was, half a dozen ſeconds be- 


tween every word, Gen- tle-men l- we- 
ce ſhall- either- loſe-this- election, or- we- ſnall- 


in- this- election — Here a conſiderable 


pauſe took place, and he ſeemed to labour 
with the pregnancy of the ſentiment. The 
committee lookt at n other with a 


mixture 


« . ms ac wen 


( 63 ) 


mixture of merriment and wonder; unable 


to fathom the profundity of this ſage re- 

mark. They were reminded, I preſume, 

of that fine ROW of the Oracle-mongers 
of ue 39 CH 


0! Loerthils | e 8 


Their impatience and propenſity to laugh- 


ter interrupted the ſpeaker before the con- 
cluſion of his aſſertion. He began afreſh : 
© Gen-tle-men.! we-ſhall-either-loſe-this-elec- 


© tion-or-we-ſhall-win-this-ele&tion-by—- | 


© A-SINGLE-VOTE.”—A prediction N 
correſpondent to the event. 
An Undergraduate of the College, in my 
| time; kept a horſe, and had been admo- 
niſhed of his miſdemeanour without effect. 


The old gentleman upon this called the 
offender to him one day after evening- cha- 


pel. Filewood ] ſays he, © you have got 
your horſe yet I underſtand.” Ves, 
Sir; riding is recommended to me on 


account of my health.“ Very well! 


remember you kept a horſe before without 


ec my conſent, and now againſt it ES; NY 
He 
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1 ated for ſome years as bur/ar. to the 
college, and was remarkably methodical and : 


have been eſſentially ſerviceable to the 


church of Canterbury in this reſpect, by 
arranging and ſettling books and papers, 
before his time become almoſt uſeleſs by 
inextricable diſorder, during his occaſional 
reſidence in that city, as a prebendary of 
the cathedral, to which he was inſtituted by 
the Duke of Newcafile, in op ng: of 
that miniſter's reign. _ 

He was twice . of che Uni: 


verſity ; and acquitted himſelf on both oc- 
caſions in this office with diſtinguiſhed ap- 
plauſe. There is a painting of him, habited 
academically, as a Doctor of Divinity, in the 
college parlour, en by his niece 


* Roberts. | a 


The college tutors at my 1 Pn were 


Meſſrs. Milner and 5 both of them 
reſpectable for their abilities, but, in my 
opinion, deficient in that activity and zeal, 
abſolutely requiſite for ſuch a momentous 
office. They were both preferred after- 


| Wards to college- livings. Mr. Milner to 
| 5 Tung, © 


(G6) 


Tuing, or Tewin, | in Hertfordſhire, where he 


died, after a ſhort reſidence in that place. 
He had the character of a very ſkilful 
botan l. Mr. Darby is now ſettled at 
Whatfield, I think, in Suffolk ; and is mar- 
ried to a daughter of the memorable DR. 
JoRTiN. He is a man of good learning, 
and moſt placid and amiable manners. 


And now I am entered on the ſubject of 
Jeſus College, I will mention ſome of the 


celebrated characters, that have been edu- 


cated in our ſociety ; not undertaking to 
ſpecify all, who are known to Fame; 
though, I believe, not many ſuch will be 
excluded from my liſt. | 

The fir/ſt on record is ARrcnBisnoP 


 CRANMER, the great inſtrument in the. 


reformation of religion in this country : 
too well known in our hiſtory to need any 


further notice here. He was twice fellow _ 


of the college. 

In the college We is an ſe paint- 
ing of this prelate, from which the engrav- 
ings ; are taken, It was preſented to the 
F 5 ein, 
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Was Jace at Jeſus; and it came into 
his poſſeſſion through his lady, one of the 
Curturigut family, and a lineal deſcendant | 
from Cranmer; a circumſtance, which proves 
the inaccuracy of ſome modern hiſtorian, 
I forget whom, in aſſerting that none of 
Cranmer's poſterity were now remaining. 
—Rapm, by a ſtrange blunder, makes him 
an Oxford man. Alas! my aunt; has tri- 
umphed over my mother in many inſtances. 
When the famous DR. Conyers Mib- 
DIE TO introduced himſelf to the keeper 
of the Vatican library at Rome, as the public 
librarian of the Univerſity of Cambridge, the 
Italian ſuppoſed Cambridge to be a ſchool 
ſubſervient to Oxford. But, what makes us 
even, I travelled lately with a young Popr/h 
iel from Ireland, who aſkt me, what 
Univerſity we had in England beſides 
London. I told him Oxford, and Cambridge. 
Indeed!“ ſays he $6 I never heard of them 
bebte | 
I ) here is, 1 lo an © original woigting g 
of AP Alcock in the * library, from 
which 


(& ) 


Which 1 have an engraving. He is repre- 
ſented with elevated hands; in a kneeling 


attitude, in the act of prayer. There is in 
the picture, which is omitted by the engra- 


ver, a label proceeding from' his mouth, if 


I rightly. recollect, with this mſcription : 


Domine. omnia mea tua ſunt. On his right 


hand reclines a croſier, and by his left a 


mitre reſts upon a tablet. Beneath is 


written: JOHANNES ALCOCK, Ep1/c. Eliens. 
Totius Angle Cancellr. Fundr. 8 Je efu 
Cantab. A. D. 1497. - 


But I muſt confine myſelf to the biterati 


of a more modern period. 


DR. CHARLES As HTON was Maſter for 


the firſt ty years of the preſent century. 


He died at a very advanced age, atid'lies 


buried in the College Chapel. He is men- 
tioned in Whifton's Memoirs, as the laſt ſur- 
vivor of thoſe Heads of Houſes concerned 


in the diſpoſſeſſion of that Heretic from the 


profeſſorſhip of mathematics. He was 


originally of Queen's, and choſen thence by 


the Biſhop of Ely, who nominates the 


Maſter "SOOT to the ſtatutes of the 
FI founder 


6 


| founder John A Biſſiop of hin See ., 

in the time of Henry the ſeventh. "Dr. 
Aftiton, was diſtinguiſhed by ſimplicity of 
manners, and univerſally eſteemed one of 
the beſt claſſical ſcholars of the age, in 
which he lived ; and was greatly reſpetted 
in this changer by the Corypheus in that 
| branch of literature, DR. RichARD BENT- 
LEY. The edition of Hierocless Commen- 
tary on Pythagoras's Golden Verſes, which 
goes under the ſignature of R. W. (Warren) 

was executed by this gentleman. His notes 
are very learned and judicious, admirably 
calculated to explain the author ; and ſhew 
an accurate and extenſive acquaintance 
with the Platonic doctrines, and the writers 
of that ſchool. Since his death, an edition 
of Juſtin Martyr's Dialogues has been pub- 


| ner Fellow of the college, to whom he 


* The childiſh ite of this founder, a pun upon his 
name, All cock: viz. a cock perching upon a globe, is con- 
ſpicuous in every part of the college. On one window 
was a cock with a label from his mouth with this inſcrip- 
tion: Eyw 8 N. To whom another, on the oppoſite 

ide, bravely crows in anſwer, Ovrw; xa &yw. ; 


be- 


liſhed from his papers by Mr. Kellar, 3 


6 


bequeathed them; which is alſo worthy of 
great praiſe. Several of his books are now 
depoſited in the college library, with mar- 
gins copiouſly ſtored with remarks, and 
particularly Tertullian. I have ſeen theſe 
remarks, but not examined them ſo as to 
ſpeak with propriety of their merits. 

When Dr. Afhton kept his Divinit)-Act 
for his degree, Sherlock, afterwards Biſhop 
of London was, if I miſtake not, his firſt 
opponent; who ſaid, upon hearing after- 
wards, that A aton had deſtroyed his papers, 


he would have given a hundred pounds to 


reſcue from the flames his thefis on the 
above occaſion. 


I have an engraving from a Been of 
Dr. Ajhton, in the poſſeſſion of the college, 
taken after he was dead, in his clerical 


robes, with this inſcription: CHARLES 
AsSHTON, D. D. late Maſter of Jeſus Coll. 


Camb. and Prebendary of Ely.—The notes 


allo in Reading's edition of Origen de Ora- 


tone, are his: ſee Whi iſton's_ Memoirs, pp. 


371. 374. 
SryAN TaiRIBVY was fellow and tutor 


of che college during the maſterſhip of Dr. 
Py OY 


? 
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ö 4 {fhton.. He wrote on the Thins con- 
troverſy in the early part of this century; 
but is better known to the world, as the 
editor of Juſtin Martyr ; which is indeed 
an excellent performance. The preface 
has always been particularly admired by 
ſcholars, and is itſelf worth all the money 
for which this elegant and uſeful edition 
uſually ſells. It contains among other things 
a moſt ſarcaſtical and finiſhed invettive 
againſt Dr. Bentley: at whoſe impenetrable 
armour of celeſtial mould, from an igno- 
minious jealouſy, I fear, of his ſuperior 
acquirements, the critics, both Oxford, and 
Cambridge men, both aliens and natives, in 
thoſe days, very generally united in bran- 
diſhing their bullruſhes, For it might be 
ſaid of Bentley, as 4 the ſhield of . the 
wa hero ; ; 


"1 


23 — Unum omnia contra 
Tel eee 


1015 our editor in n notes in the body 
of the work pours out ſome of the ſame 
venom on that incomparable; critic; the 
phantom „ that ſeems to have haunted per. 
: petually 


En 


UTR the imaginations of theſe ſecondary 
ſcholars, and diſturbed their repoſe. Among 
| the three follies of his life, however, of _ 
_ which Ihiriiꝶ is ſaid to have repented, one 
was, his oppoſition to Dr. Bentley. | 

Next to him may properly be ranked his 
admirable pupil Dz. Joan JorTiN:-whoſe 
character has been lately ſketched by the 
maſterly pencil of my friend DR. SAMUEL 
PARR,; and it would be preſumptuous in 
me to dahin of emulating ſo ret an ws 


0 i bobs xey@- M. 
Non m certandi fn 


— allo. of Roffington, the —— | 
controverſialiſt, and chronologer, was a mem- 
ber of our ſociety. His reputation is eſtab- 
liſhed at leaſt in his latter character. Dr. 
Kennicott's encomium is expreſs, and de- 


ſerves quotation. It occurs in the general 


diſſertation, ſubjoined to the Hebrew Bible 
of that moſt laborious and learned editor. 
TLotam queſtionem, de chronologia antiqua, 
pre critics aliis, perſpicaciſſimè et accura- 
tiſſimè (quantum ego nibh valeam) A 
Jacxsonus. Sect. 74. tee 
Fl. Vern 


"ac os 
bY 


(72) 


{FLAMSTED,/ the celebrated aſtronomer, 


well known to all the {proteſtors of that 


ſcience, 
David . Aber, of a 3 on 


Man, which has been for ſome years grow- 


ing, and will continue to grow, in fame, 


Independent of the Phyfiological Syſtem of 


Vibrations, which muſt be allowed to diſ- 


play a penetration and -ingenuity truly 


wonderful, the moral tendency of this great 
work, and the arguments therein exhibited 


in defence of Chriſtianity, recommended by 


that amiable ſpirit of benevolence and 
piety, which breathes through every page 
of the performance, entitle this produttion 
to univerſal notice and veneration ; and 
render it extremely worthy even of their 


attention, who may not feel themſelves in- 


tereſted in the general theory, en it 
profeſſes to eſtabliſh, | 

And here I will beg leave to aſk the au- 
thor of that life of Hartley, prefixed to the 
late edition of his works, with what pro- 


priety and conſiſtency a man, who was 


* reſtramed by ſome ſcruples, upon a 
10 * cloſer conſideration of the conditions 
* attached 


(599 + 
a attached io the clericui profeſſion, which 


made him reluctant to ſubſcribe the 


* thirty- nine Articles ;” how ſuch a man, I 


fay, can be © a vell- affected member of 


* the Church of England, approving of it's 
practical doctrines, and conforming to it's 


* public worſhip?” It is almoſt certain, that 


his principal objections muſt have been 
againſt thoſe points, which enter ſo gene- 
rally into the texture of the public prayers ; 
and as for the practical doctrines of the 
Church of England, they are the pratti- 
cal dottrines of every other church; that 
is, the leading precepts of morality and 
religion. Such indeterminate and com- 


prehenſive aſſertions wear too much an ap- 


pearance of artifice and diſſimulation; and 
will be deemed even by the candid a diſ- 
ingenuous effort in a ſon of orthodoxy'to 
include this moſt amiable of men, whoſe 
memory I love and venerate, within the 
pale of his own communion. Mr.' Hartley, 
(for ſo I ſhall call him, as he and his fa- 
mily ſeem to have ſet a higher value on his 
| Cambridge degree in Arts, than his medical 
OTE of the ſame kind) like moſt other 

_ diſſatisfied 


5 
1 
+ 
i 


„ 


1 
| diſlatishied members of the Ef 


unwilling to join the Diſſenters of 25 . ; 


ſcription from an abhorrence of their mode 
of worſhip, acquieſce in attending the ſer- 


vices of the Church of England in pre- 
ference to an abſolute relinquiſhment of 


the public profeſſion of religion altogether. 


But a perſon of this deſeription can be be 
affected to his church in no other ſenſe, than 


a phoyfucton 1 is well-aftetted to his patient, in 


wiſhing it different from what it is; in de- 


| firing alteration and amendment. Theſe 
tranſient obſervations have their origin in 


a love of truth and honeſty; in a deſire to 


ſiee every fact delineated in it's proper co- 
lours. Had Hartley's plan of life led- him 


to enter more minutely into the theological 


diſcuſſions: of thoſe days, and his i 


_ intereſted him in the avowal of his Creed, 
there can be no doubt, but ſo exalted a 
would have 


mind and ſo virtuous a heart 
reſted in nothing ſhort of a public and ex- 


plicit declaration of his ſentiments; a re- 


nunciation of the doctrines of that church, 
to which he was ſo well- affected; and a 


conduct conformable thereto.—-Who can 


'C 6.3. HO; 


look on the delightful image of his perſon, 
prefixed to his work, without powerful 
emotions of love and admiration for the 
original? His human face divine appears 
the reſidence of all that is good and great. 
It exhibits the intuition of genius, made ve- 
nerable and lovely by a mixture of ſweet- 
neſs, modeſty, gentleneſs, and complacency, 
beyond deſcription. 

My catalogue of literary worthies will be 
_ cloſed with LAaUuRENCE  STERNE, more 
known to vulgar fame than the illuſtrious 
character, which we have been  contem- 
plating.” Oh! that the ſentiments of be- 
nevolence and pity, which adorn his writ- 

ings, had been transferred to the embelliſh- 
ment of his life! | | 

I might mention Mx. l che nt. 
lator of Apollonius Rhodius, Theocritus, and 
Anacreon ; the author alſo of ſome original 
poems, not deſtitute. of merit: and Mx. 
NE VILLE, no unſucceſsful; modernizer of 
the Latin Satyriſis: but they would ſcarcely 
be deemed worthy of a ſtation. in the claſs 
of Wenne worthies. Some of the 
imitations, 8 of the latter "_ 
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man have a degree of eaſe, gracefulneſs, 


and vivacity, which render them nen 
worthy of peruſal. 


In the chapel of 7e r ge which was 


originally a Nunnery, are ſeveral monu- 
ments of very high W be One bears 


date either 1213, or 1251, I not recollett 


which ; with this inſcription: 5 


Aoribus ornata jacet hic Bonaberta Roſetta | 


ne inſeribed 1007, to the me- 
mory of a erer loct prior, ſays the 
ſtone; and therefore was probably tranſ- 
ferred to this chapel at the diſſolution of 
Barnwell Priory, the ruins of which are till 
in being, within Ser e . e of a mile 


| from the college. 


The college itſelf is n Büste at 
ſome diſtance from the body of the town, 


on the Newmarket-road, and is admirably 
calculated, from the fields and gardens, 
with which it is encompaſſed, for pleaſing 


and peaceful contemplation. James I., of 
whom more quaint and humorous ſayings 
are recorded than almoſt any prince, ob- 
n aſter paſſing ſome days at Cam- 

A 


( 77 ) 
bigs; with charaQeriſtic propriety, that 


were he to live in the univerſity, he would 
fray at King's (the chapel of which college 
has no parallel in the univerſe for curiofity 
of architecture and Gothic beauty), eat at 
Trinity, (a college remarkable for it's fine. 
hall), and STUDY and SLEEP at Fefus *, 


8 2 8 3 2 8 29 "=p — 8 2 2 7 


2 8 n 


As 


2 A ſtream of dirty water runs between this * and 
St. John's; and it is ſaid, that Herring (afterwards the Arch- 
6:/hop) ſlipt down the bank, and fell flat along the mud. 
A wag, paſſing by at the time, exclaimed: © There Her- 
ring you are in a fine pickle now!” A Tohnian, to 
which college the immemorial priviledge of punning had 
been conceded in the Spectator's time, and conſequently a a 
- diſpoſition to be pleaſed with puns, went home, laughing 
all the way moſt immoderately at the joke. Some of his 
fellow-collegians enquiring the cauſe: of ſuch merriment, 
© I never heard,” ſaid he, a better thing in my life. Her- 
ring of Jeſus fell into the ditch in their piece, and an 
be acquaintance ſaid, as he lay ſprawling,” “ There Her- 1 
* ring { you are in a fine condition now !” Well! where 7M 
<« js the wit of that obſervation, pray? N ay; 1 am ſure „ . Ha v7 
&« it was a good Sg when I heard it.“ i 


And, whilſt I am reminded by this ſaceticulnels of ano- 
ther humorous incident, connected with our college, let me 
relate it to the reader. One of the maſters in the laſt cen- 
tury was a Dr. Boldero, who lies buried in the chapel. This 
gentleman had been treated with particular ſeverity dur- 
5 ing the Protectorate, for his attachment to the royal cauſe, 
in which alſo the Biſhop of at that _ had been an 


equal ; 


(8) 


EY Hoh as I was ſettled in college, I re- 
0 hinted my claffical ſtudies, which had ſuf- 
 fered a long ſuſpenſion by a moſt ſevere 

illneſs, a putrid fore throat and fever, fatal 

to multitudes at that time, and by a vacation 
of ſeveral months. Our college lectures 
in algebra and logic were odious to me be- 
yond conception ; and I am perſuaded by 
experience, that logic and metap/yfics are by 
no means calculated for thoſe early years : 

upon which point I ſhall have occaſion to 
deſcant in connexion with a future juncture 


equal ſufferer. On a vacancy of the Maſterſhip, Bolero, 
without any pretenſions to the appointment, in plain 

Engliſh, plucks up his ſpirits, or, in Homer's language, 
 fheaks to his magnanimous mind *, and preſents his petition 
to the biſhop. M ho are you ?” ſays his lordſhip. © I Kno 
* nothing of you. I never heard of you before.” My 
Lord! 1 have ſuffered long and ſeverely for my attach- 
ment to our royal maſter, as well as your Lordſhip has. I 
believe your Lordſhip and I have been in all the gaols in 
* England.” What Mga the fellow mean ? Man ! I never was 
* confined in any priſon but the Town.“ „And, my 
Lord!“ ſaid Boldero, I have been in all the reſt my- 
* ſelf.” —The Biſhop's heart relented, and he good-na- 
enn, admitted the claim of his petitioner. 


* 
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of- my dh," and therefore omit a further 
__ diſputation here. As to the elements of 
geometry and algebra, theſe” are in them 
ſelves ſo extremely plain, ſo acceſſible to 
every capacity, and carry with them ſuch 
beautiful and engaging evidence; TRUTH 
in her very eſſence] that I can ſcarcely ac- 
count for an indiſpoſition to ſuch theories, 
but from a defect of judgement or dexterity 
in the teacher. So enamoured, however, 
was I with the beauties of claſic ground, 
that no conſiderations could prevail upon 
me for ſome months to ſtep out of this 
flowery path into the regions, intricate as 
they then appeared, of {cience and philo- 
 Jopty.” I endeavoured, but in vain; to pre- 
vail upon myſelf to open Euclid, the op 
CARPENTER! as one of our year, like my- 
ſelf, a mathematician by compulſion, was 
wont to call him in 3 At laſt, how- 
ever, emulation effected, what reaſoning and 
inclination were unable to accompliſh. 
Upon hearing that ſeveral of my contem- 
poraries had already made a conſiderable _ 
proficiency in geometry, I reſolutely fat 
don to encounter f this formidable adver- 
S | „ 


; 


 fary; with all the aſſiduity that I could bear, 
and all the faculties that I could ſummon. 
It is obſerved at Cambridge, and is ge- 
nerally true, that the hardy progeny of the 
North, from Cumberland, Weſtmoreland, and 
the remoter parts of Yorkſhere, are uſually 
the profoundeſt proficients in mathematics 
and phuloſophy. MRS. BarBavLlD, a lady 
of an excellent genius, which ſhe has con- 
deſcendingly employed to the nobleſt ends, 
in exciting infancy to virtue, and maturer 
years to a love of freedom, ſomewhere 
And fouls are ripened in our northern y. | 
But I need not recur to this oe for a 
ſolution of the point in queſtion. A pre- 
vious foundation for the ſuperſtrutture of 
academical purſuits 1s uſually laid in the 
ſchools of thoſe northern parts of the coun- 
try; and, independently of that proviſion, 
this portion of our youth, generally ſpeak- 
ing, have been ſo rudely educated in claſſic 
learning, in a ſtyle ſo unattraftive_ and in- 
elegant, as makes them appear, in contraſt 
with their poliſhed brethren from the pub- 
„ 


{$9 


lic ſeminaries of the ſouth, mere caprimulg: 
and  foffores. They naturally, therefore, 
turn their attention to thoſe objects, which 
_ afford an equal proſpect to their ambition: 
and become ſedulous, to a ſuperior degree 
of induſtry and perſeverance, in their en- 
deavours to counterbalance by pre- eminent 
_ excellence in their own province, the almoſt 
irremediable deficiencies of education: as 
a genuine taſte for the beauties of compo- 
lition is, I think, rarely found, where it was 
not inſtilled by an accompliſhed preceptor 
atan early period. The reaſons of this truth 
(for fuch abundant experience has proved 
it to me) may, I believe, be e with- 
: out much difficulty. | 
The ideas, communicated in early years, 
leave not only a more laſting, but a more 
pleuſimg, impreſſion on the mind, ſo as to be 
tenaciouſly cheriſhed in after life with all 
the prejudice of habitual attachment. They 
receive ſuch acceſſions of ſtrength, by a 
ſlow indeed but perpetual reinforcement, as 
ultimately amount to a confiderable ſum, 


at a time, when the uninitiated are perfect 
a ð Wanyors 


(8) 

' ſtrangers to theſe enchantments of ſenſibi- | 
lity and taſte. The memory too is the firſt 
faculty, which we exerciſe to any extent 


with profit, and is ſucceſsfully and delight- 


fully employed in laying up her treaſures 
through this early period; for the flowers 


of claſſic ground, which invite her accels, 

are numerous beyond computation, and 
breathe a fragrance to which no language 

can do juſtice.— Beſides, at a more ad- 
vanced ſtage, the mind becomes capable of 
moral, political, and mathematical inveſti- 
gation with ſucceſs; and turns with horror 
from the indiſpenſable drudgery of acquir- 
ing language, by turning over day and 
night, the dictionary and the lexicon *. 
or, if this ſlavery be endured from ſome 
urgent conſideration of expediency, the 
profit is m no wiſe proportionate. to the 
exertion. We are now become 1mpatient of 
acquiring ideas by ſuch a tardy proceſs ; 
and but little benefit reſults rom unwilling 


Nil fo magno 
Vita labore dedit mortalibus. | 


2 


0 Hos. 
labour. 


s 


labour. The Qudent toils through his taſk 
with reluctance, and therefore with fatigue; 
according to the exquilite oxumoron ou the | 
Prince boy c e. a 
1 aexorrs ve | Buy. 
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In this Goidg of ſome year about uhis 
time, which I do not preciſely recollect, I 
paſt a-week or two at my father's houſe in 
Richmond, when the Powder-malls on Hounj- 
low-Heath, about three or four miles diſtant, 
blew up one morning with ſuch a ſuc- 
ceſſion of tremendous exploſions, as were 
never experienced before. The blowing 
up of ſingle mills was no uncommon in- 
cident in that neighbovrhood, and oc 
ſioned no alarm; but this repetition of 
dreadful ſhocks produced univerſal con- 
{ternation. The inhabitants ran from their 
houſes with precipitation : moſt ſuppoſed 
it to be an earthquake; and many, whoſe 
conſciences ſmote them for their fins, had 
no doubt but the final conſummation: of 
human things was at length accompliſhed. 
The maſter of an alehouſe, in our part of 


| the 3 both a publican and a ſinner, 
G 2 * 
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Prayer; his wife joined him wit 
a xeeital of the Creed; and the maid-ſervant 
completed this trinity of devotion, by an 
inceſſant application of a clenching Amen 
to the penitentials of her ſuperiors. — The 
laridlord of a principal inn, who was in bed, 
at the time, rang haſtily for the ſervant : 
enquired the cauſe of the horrible concuſ- 
ſion; and, on n told it was an earth- 
quake, 1+ Bring me, 
votee, * a iPrayeriBook inſtantly.” The ſer- 
vant ſoon returned with this manual of de- 
votion; but brought, at the ſame time, the 
eomfortable intelligence, that it was only 
the Poꝛoder-mills at Hounſlow. * Oh! 
then,“ ſays his maſter; take back oo 
0 * the Prayer Book: e e 


9 5 84 1 
began a [rapid gabbling | ef the . Lorifa 


* 


as eager 


” ſays the ſudden de- 


jy ng tonantem credidimus Jovem 


 Regbare. 
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inſtruction or entertainment of the reader, 

occurred during the two firſt years of my 

reſidence at college. I purſued my mathe- 
matical and e Rudlipy, with a 
ſtated 


ray 
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ſtated mixture of claſſical reading, th rough 
the whole of this interval ; except when a 
ſtrange faſtidiouſneſs, for which I could 
never account, and which has been a great 
| hindrance to my improvement through my 
whole life, took a bewildering poſſeſſion of 
my faculties. This impediment commonly 
recurred in the ſpring of the year, when I 
was fo enamoured of rambling in the open 
air, through ſolitary fields, or by a river's 
fide, of cricket and of fiſhing, that no ſelf- 

expoſtulations, no proſpett of future vexa- 
tion, nor even emulation itſelf, could chain 
me to my books. Sometimes, for a month 
together, and even a longer period, have I 
been diſabled from reading a ſingle page, 
though tormented all the time with the re- 
flection, without extreme reſtleſſneſs and 
impatience. As a counterpoiſe to this con- 
ſtitutional inconvenience, I made the beſt 
uſe of time, when my. inclinations were 
compliant; but ſeldom to the neglect of 
plentiful recreation and ſtated exerciſe, to 
which I religiouſly attended. I roſe, almoſt 

- without exception during a five years con- 

tinuance at college, by five o clock, winter 
9 and 
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and ſummer; but never breakfaſted, drank 
tea, or ſupt alone half a dozen times during 
all that ſpace ; enjoying ſociety, from the 
firſt, beyond meaſure, as a moſt delightful 
and rational relief from ſtudy. Never- 
theleſs, abundance of time and labour was 
miſapplied by me in this career of labor- 
ious ambition, for want of a private tutor 
to direct and ſuperintend my ſtudies ; an 
advantage, which moſt of my contempo- 
raries enjoyed, and of which I was not 
wholly deſtitute for ſome months. before my 
degree, from the friendſhip of Mx. Moun- 
EY, lately elected Fellow of the College, 
from Peterhouſe : on whole abilities his 
numerous acquaintance will reflect with 
more pleaſure than on his /zfe. But his 
virtues were diſintereſtedly benevolent, and 
his vices chiefly, prejudicial to himſelf. May 
he find mercy of Me Lord in that day, 


"In I enjoyed at college the attachment 
of ſome firm and amiable friends, the dear 
companions of thoſe departed hours, which 
tranſport even at this diſtant recollection; 
ſo my enemies, f not numerous, were active 
and 
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and malignant. I cannot aſcribe theſe ope- 
_ rations of ill-will ſolely to a jealouſy of li- 
terary attainments beyond the mediocrity, of 
their progrels, though this undoubtedly. was 
one ſource of enmity in their. breaſts ; but 
rather to an appearance, (for it was merely 
an appearance, but perhaps not eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhable by an undiſcerning or unkind ob- 
ſerver) of conſiderable vanity and ſelf- con- 
ceit. This ſemblance of theſe alienating 
properties was exhibited in a perfect frank- 
neſs and ſimplicity of diſpoſition; which has 
always induced me to ſpeak of things as 
they are, without diſſimulation and without 
reſtraint : to diſapprove, where I ſeemed to 
ſee reaſon for diſapprobation *; and to eſti- 
mate my own acquirements with as much 
impartiality as thoſe of other people. It al- 
ways appeared to my mind not only a vio- 
lation of truth, but an act of ingratitude to 
the Giver of every good gift, to diſſemble or 


Sic ſum, neque me mutare poſſum, neque profefts valde cu- 
pio quanquam non ſum neſcius, qu anti aliis hic animus fteterit ; 
qui quidem cauſe nihil dico, quin arrogantia ab omnibus ap- 
pelletur. TnixLBIUs PRT. IN JusT. MART, 
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diſparage thoſe qualifications, which I was ? 
conſcious of poſſeſſing : and I eſteemed it 
not folly only, but a fraud, to beſtow on or- 
dinary proficients in learning and in virtue, 


from a filly affectation of modeſty on one 


hand, or an irreſolute inſipidity on the other, 
thoſe commendations which were only due 
to the genuine poſſeſſors of thoſe valuable 
acquiſitions. Theſe diſpoſitions, uncorrected 
or unimpaired, as beſt pleaſes the reader's 
taſte, have accompanied me through life : 
theſe domineer in my conſtitution to this 
very hour; and have been invariably pro- 
ductive of the ſame antipathies in low- 


minded individuals, and the ſame ungene- 


rous miſconſtruction of my ſentiments and 
conduct: without the alienation of a ſingle 
attachment, whoſe loſs I had reaſon to re- 
gret on the ſcore either of intellectual or 
moral CT” 
May the brave, the magnanimous, and 


the diſintereſted ſpirit, continue to be my 


friends! and let my enemies, if I muſt have 


Rercluſo pectore patebat infidiantibus multis : unde rumorum 
auerfper Jubits. extitere complures, ferinis morſibus appetentes. 
Ann, Manc, 


enemies, 


(8%) 
enemies, be the coward, the FR; and 
the venal! 


In the third year of my reſidence, an in- 
viting object preſented itſelf to my ambition, 
but it was the deluſive rainbow, which re- 
ceded as I ran to graſpit. To my friend 


RENELL of King's, now a Prebendary of 
Wincheſter, a youth at that time of diſting- 
uiſhed learning, animation, and ſenſibility, 


in union with uncorrupted manners and an 
amiable heart; I exclaimed feelingly i in the 
anguiſh of diſappointment, 


Dura ele et nulli exaudita deorum 
Vota preceſque meas ! 


3 Browne, the phyſician, had left three 
medals, each of five guineas value, to the 
beſt Greck ode after the manner of Sappho, 


the beſt Latin ode after the manner of 


Horace, and the beſt pair of epigrams, one 
upon the model of the Greet Anthologia, 


and the other of Martial, for Undergra- 


duates. As this was the laſt year of my 
capacity to be a candidate, I ſet myſelf to 
work ; and wrote an exerciſe for every 


pre. 
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prize. My. epzgrams and Greek ode were 


very deſervedly baniſhed from the regions o 


Parnaſſus to the ſhop of the Lemmian god, 
for that ordeal, which becomes theſe illegi- 
timate productions of the Muſes, _ 


Hao, ,L ade ery; w T1 oe10 TI. 


But my Horatian attempt deſerved a better 
fate, and was allowed by the friends of 
both parties a decided ſuperiority over the 


triumphant compoſition. But the ſuſpici- 
ous reader will naturally be deſirous to 
know the motives to an unjuſt determina- 


tion in this caſe. I will endeavour to ſatisfy 


his curioſity by ſome plauſible ſuggeſtions 
upon the point. Dr. Cooke, then and at 


this day Provoſt of King's, was a leading 
man in all theſe deciſions, which, as in this 
_ inſtance, uſually reſide in the breaſts of 


three or four judges. He had been for- 


merly maſter of Eton-School, and was, to a 


certain degree, an exact and elegant ſcholar; 


but by no means remarkable, as I could 


diſcover. even at that early period. His 
voice, which might deſervedly claim very 


great reſpect, was ſuffered to domineer, and 


"8 


(- } 


that againſt the judgement of others, on 


theſe occaſions. His ſon, a ſcholar of 
King's, was a candidate for the prize 
aſſigned to the Latin ode; and, from cir- 
cuinſtances then occurring, it appeared 
morally certain, that he had ſeen his ſon's 
exerciſe, contrary to the direction of the 
founder, and the rectitude of ſuch tranſac- 
tions. The maſter of Magdalen was either 
Vice-Chancellor that year, or acted for him; 


and the prizes were adjudged, whilſt three 


or four of the umpires walked up and down 


the graſs-plot in the court of that college, 


after ſo brief and perfunctory a converſa- 
tion, as ſufficiently confirmed a friend of 
mine, who overheard them from the win- 


dow of his room, with what little diſcuſſion 


this prejudiced caſe was irrevocably ſettled. 
To enable thoſe who. may think me blindly 
partial to the qualities of my own progeny, 
and unjuſt to the merits of my rival, to ac- 
commodate their ſentiments between my 
_ vanity, and the Provoſt's deficiency in taſte 
or juſtice, I will ſubjoin my. nee 
with ſome trivial variations. 


In 
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n Minuriam G. et M. * Joy 


Vnexxx pergis triſte negotium, 
M.oͤortalibuſque illudere credulis, 


Fortuna? pergis temperare 


Lela, mald fda gu? 


Seloſne, quotquot moribus aureis 
Voivunt, recidis ?—Deſine, define 


Cæci furoris ! lenitatem | 


Artes Apollo ? nec tibi profuit 


Fontemque non expalluiſſe 
Pceonium, latices que ſanctos * 


1-4-4 (none . —_ > be. | 


Caliginoſæ ter cavernæ, 
Ter Stygii fremuere fluctus. 


Quin et, ruentim . modo 


: Rerum ſaluti, ſolvere Dis, videns 


e e ee ire turmas, 
Horribili ee ora riſu. 


Fati caveres ah! quotits minas 


Non auſpicatas infſatiabilis ! 


Ah! quot ſalutaris barathro | 
Tartareo manus invideret | 


| Expteſfit herdis illa falubribus 


3 e eee 


Levare; quas vel monte verno 


FLORA fovet riguave valle. 


Febrem | 
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Febrem æſtuoſam proſpera leniit 
Molli medelarum violentia 

Artus tumeſcentes 1 | 
GSenſit aquæ moribundus ert 


Inſanientem latidis i impetu 
Peſtem repreſſit: tot minor artibus, 
Spiſſam * latebris advolavit 


Pulſa Lues, ſua regna, Noctem. 


Nymphæ redivit deciduus nitor, 
Honorque notus pallidulas genas 

Illuminavit, gratiæque 
Purpurez veterum roſarum. 


Vidit cadentem Phcebus; et, « Heu ! rapit 
Te,“ clamat, « Orcidura neceflitas !”.— 
Vultuque rejecto, fluentes 
EFigit humo lachrymis ocellos. 


Videre Muſz: ſed neque, plurimus 
| vis doleret, Pieridum chorus 
Rebus caducis fubvenire, 
Primim mederi tune nihil efficax, 
Ars te feſellit: flebiliter ſtetit 
Illachrymans, obmutuitque 


Sollicito Mgpicina vultu. 


Quin fata laudes, uſque ſuperſtites, 6! 


Suprema vincent, temporis et minas ; 
Quin nomen extendent in omnes 


nnn 
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Dum turba vatum dulce canentivm 
Ripas pererrat, Camus ab humido»” 
Frontem receſſu ſublevabit, ' 5 
Tectus arundinibus capillos; 


Undiſque volvens mollior, audiet 
Non definentiim carmina, « Tu frui 
« Das otio Grantz ſalubri; 
“ Tu reſides agitare chordas. 
« Totum, Latinz quod lyricis modis 
« Muſz vacemus, muneris hoc tui eſt.— 
« Quid, nominis multi Umbra] tantis 
« Pro meritis tibi largiendum? 
« Tu mitis, unum quod potes, accipe ; 
« Grati, quod unum poſſumus en! damus; 


« Hoc lachrymæ munus; — ſacratam 
“ Accipiant lachrymam favillæ!“ 


I was a regular attendant, more ſo than 
any, I believe, of my contemporaries, on 
the ſermons at St. Mary's; but have no par- 
ticular reaſon to congratulate myſelf at this 


day either upon the abundant pleaſure or 


improvement, which I reapt from theſe 


lectures. I was preſent when DR. Law, 
the late Biſhoß of Carliſle, on a' fifth of 
November, preacht that ſermon, which is 


mentioned by my much. reſpected friend 
Dx. Disxx v, f in his Memoirs of DR. Iz BB. 


That 8 


( 9 ) 


That memorable prelate, then beyond the 


term aſſigned by David for the cuſtomary 
extent of human life, acquitted himſelf with 
an elocution, audible, animated, and diſtinct, 


beyond the exertions of moſt young men; 


and diſplayed, with the utmoſt clearneſs and 
conviction, the imperfections of our fir 
reformers and of their reformation. 

I heard DR. Ocpex alſo preach, moſt of 
thoſe diſcourſes, which were afterwards 


made public. His manner, and perſon, 


and character of compoſition were exactly 
ſuited to.each other. He exhibited a large 
black, ſcowling figure; a lowering viſage, 


embrowned by the horrors of a ſable peri- 


wig. His voice was growling and moroſe; 
and his ſentences deſultory, tart, and ſoaps 
piſh, His ſermons are interſperſed with 
remarks, eminently brilliant and acute, bur 

too epigramatic in their cloſe. They diſ- 
play that perfect propriety and purity of 
_ Engliſh diction, that chaſtized terſeneſs of 
compoſition, which has ſcarcely been equal- 


led by any writer. Like Cicero, he wants 


nothing to complete his meaning : like De- 


eſſential 


l he can ſuffer no deduction without, 
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. eſſential injury to the ſentence. He was a 


good ſcholar, a peer ona! e Hh 
ad an honeſt man. 


His uncivilized appearance t blunineſs 


of demeanour were the grand obſtacles to his 


elevation in the Church. He kept a public 


aàdt for his doctor's degree: at the inſtallation 
of the Chancellor, the late Duke of Newcaſtle, 


in 1749, with diſtinguiſhed applauſe. The 


Duke was willing to have brought our 
divine up to court, to prefer him; but 


found, as he expreſt it, he eee ee 
not a producible man. Halifax, the late 


Biſhop of St. Aſaph, was a paſſionate ad- 


mirer and cloſe imitator of DR. OcDpexn. 


They were in company during the laſt 
French war but one, and the converſation 


turning upon the politics of the day, men- 


tion was ial of ſome freſh event, I think 


the capture of ſome: town. Halliſax en- 
- quired, © Who had taken it?” As this queſ- 
tion implied the utmoſt ignorance of the 


ſtate of the war, and all it's circumſtances 
at that time, Oo p EN, ſhocked at ſuch 


mnattention to public tranſactions, lifted 
* his eyes, turned away his face with 
diſdain, 


TT 2 
diſdain; and growled, : What an ideot !”— 


Which furniſhes no bad ſpecimen of the 


Daten plainneſs of rebuke. 

The common exhibitioners at St. Mary 8. 
were the hack. preachers, employed in the 
ſervice of defaulters and er A 
n unedifying tribe! Ne 


| Weis sdb ben pag; 5701 
As from the centre thrice to th utmoſt 1 I CE 


hardy recalls two happy ſpecimens ' of 


_ thetorical ability: one remarkable for a 
convincing perſpicuity of argument and 
felicity of illuſtration; and the ſecond for a 
rich exuberance of eloquent expreſſion. 

a We may as well expect to ſee without 
« eyes,” ſays this perſuaſive orator, © hear 


4 "without e ears, and walk vithour feet, as 


' 


One of his ſingularities Tr Aae for good claw 


with an exceſſive appetite ; and his failing, an immoderate . 


_ indulgence of it, But let the memory, reader! of this de- 
| kiciency in a worthy character periſh with him, like the 
body, and the good things, which it conſumed: nor do thou 
refuſe to join me in the charitable wiſh of the facetious 
dat * 


Ober his! urn | may 1 mint, and foroct major wave; ; 
And fat be the Wee rc e 15 
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ſome leiſure for | theological: ; enquiries 


be, yp us pred wn 1 Got 
he would graciouſſy ai , help, and aſſiſt us 

in all our endeavours and undertakings.“ 

Af the time previous t to my degree 1 was 
longing, with inexpreſlible impatience, for 
ſuch a portion of | emancipation from the 
academitcul ſtudies, in which intereſt and am- 
bition then engaged me, as would allow me 


branch of learning, which my love of im- 


portant truth, and. native ſeriouſneſs of dil. 
Poſition, had ever repreſented to my mind, 


enjoyment. During 


| the long vacation of 1776, J indulged my- 


ſeverity of ſtudy at my Father? $ houſe i in 1 Ni- - 
mond. Still, however, wanting employment 

when F was there, and falling upon Lyons's 
Hebrew Grammar, 1 ſet myſelf with diligence 
to the acquirement of the Hebrew language. 
For four or five days did I puzzle myſelf with 

that intolerable book, not aware of the 


abominable ſtupidity, A ſtupidity which no 


words can * ſtigmatize of learning 
3 a * that 
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thardaruage wich the hointt. Moſt fortu- 
nately, however, for me; my father dined 
one day with Daniel Wray, Eſq; of Ri 


Richmond, 
a well-informed man, who had been edu- 
cated" at Cambridge, and was an excellent 
linguiſt. I made known to him my emba- 


rafſrient reſpecting the acquiſition of the 
Hebrew, © He expatiated on the extreme 
e of attending to the points; lent 
me Maſeleff's Grammar, and, in ten days 

time, T had read in my father's' Polyglott, by 
the help only of Buxtorf's Lexicon nine or 
ten ol the firſt chapters in Genefis; without 
mach difficulty, and with infinite delight. 
From that hour I kept up a conſtant culti- 
vation of the Hebrew * ; without ſome hve 


* In a little work, called Direttions for pr Students i in 
| Mag, 1 have ſuRcichity diſcloſed the facility of that 
method, which I purſued ; and ſhall, therefore, ſay no 
more in this place. Notwithſtanding this undeniable pre- 
ference, many ſtill prefer their old mumpfemus to our new + . 
Sumpfintus. Th 
points, in thofe who underſtand them, is moſt obviouſly 
Pride. They are not fond in the firſt place, of acknowledg- 
ing themſelves miftaken ; and in the next, they cantiot pre- 
vail upon themſelves to reje& as uſcleſs, what has coſt a 
ſo much pains in the acquiſition. | | 3 
— —v—— Ü. = Nec que 
Nen didicere, 7 perdenda fateri. 
HS ledge 
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e chief motive for the recommendation of 
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ledge of which tongue, no man, I venture to 


affirm, can have an adequate —— N of 
the phraſedlogy 1 the New Te me 


75 a 
Ls : . oy 3” 


* 2 ni  fallor, 5 quem ee — — 
Semper honoratum, fic di voluiſtis ! habebo: g 


or, in plain Engl. ih proſe, it was NE 
16th, 1776—* the great the important day,” 


in which the fruit of all my application was 


to be fame or diſappointment. Seventy-five 
of us took our degrees that year : the beſt 


of the number but moderate proficients, 


and infinitely inferior to our immediate pre- 
deceſſors, and to thoſe who ſucceeded. us, 
in the higheſt poſts of honour. For my 
own: part, though I ſet ineſtimable value on 
the general conceptions, which I had then 
acquired, I felt within me no proper reliſh 


for theſe ſublimities of knowled ge, nor one 


ſingle ſpark of real inventive genius. But 
happy that man! who lays the foundation 


of his future ſtudies deep in the receſſes of 


geometry, © that purifier | of the ſoul,” 
| Plato call'd it; and in mathematical Phübo 


5 ſophy: compared with whoſe noble the- 


ories, I make no ſcruple to declare, our 


_ claſſical 


TW) 


claſſical lucubrations are mean and grovling, 
undignified and deſtitute of beauty. What 
ſubject of human contemplation ſhall com- 
pare in grandeur with that, which demon- 
ſtrates the tranjectories, the periods, the di/- 
tances, the dimenſions, the velocities, and 
_ gravitation of the planetary ſyſtem ; /ates 

the tides; adjuſts the nutation of the earth, 
and contemplates the inviſible comet wan- 


dering in his parabolic orb for ſucceſſive 


_ centuries in but a corner of boundleſs ſpace? 
—which conſiders that the earth's diameter, 
of one hundred and ninety millions of miles 
in length, is but an evaneſcent point at the 
neareſt fixed /tar to our ſyſtem ;—that the 
' firſt beam of the ſun's light, whoſe rapidity 
is inconceivable, may be ſtill traverſing the 
boſom of boundleſs ſpace? Language 
links beneath contemplations ſo exalted, 
and ſo well calculated to inſpire the moſt 
awful ſentiments of the GREAT ARTIFI- 
CER; of that wisDoM, which could con- 
trive this ſtupendous fabric; that Pxovi- 
DENCE, Which can ſupport it; and that 


PowER, which could launch from it's hand 
H 3 bodies 


«1 * 
bodies: of a ede o prodgios, imo 
ente 


| — him, in — inclfuble;; 
8 Silence | 2 Nagel, 


however, as my attainments 
wh, : 1 had the honour of nomination to 
the ſecond poſt; though the Emanuet men, 
Who furnifht the Vice-Chancellor that year, 


and che Froctor, by an unhandſome artiſice, 
| ofed the four gratuitous Honorati be- 


tween their hero and myſelf, to make the 
diſtanee more conſpicuous; contrary to the 


practice of ſome preceding years, and, I 
believe, to the practice ever fince. Who- 


ever might ſuggeſt this expedient, I mean 


not the leaſt reflection on the Vice-Chancellor 


DR. FARMER, who has been forward on 


various occaſi ions to praiſe and to befriend 


me; and the Proctor was DR. BENNETT. 
the prefent Biſſiop of Cork, who has teſtified 


his regard for 1 5 8 with uniform bene vo- f 


. 


lence. 
The reader, not acquainted with our Uni- 
reti muſt be informed, that the Duke of 


Newcaſtle 


cellorſhih aboiit \fontty: years — 10 
provide a check rather than a diſcouragement 


of the propenſity to mathematical and phalo- 


dals yearly to the beft proficients in the an- 
cient languages; but with this condition, 
that no Bachelor of Arts ſhould be qualified 


to become a candidate, who had not attained 


a certain eminence in the predominant oceu- 
pations of the place: thus judiciouſly ex- 


citing our youth to a due mixture of theſe 


different departments of uſeful literature. It 
ſo happened, from the modefty, rather than 
the inſufficiency, of our contemporaries, as 
the ſubſequent tranſactions manifeſtly ſhewed, 
that the whole twenty-eight in number, en- 
titled by their degrees to conteſt theſe prizes 
of the Chancellor, retired from the field, ex- 
cept Mx. now DR. Foxs TER, Maſter of 


the Free-School at Norwich, and myſelf. He 
was, I make no ſcruple to affirm, a better 


ſchloar probably than his competitor ; and 
accordingly our examiners with juſtice 
n this gentleman with the e firſe me- 
14 dal , 
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dal v, and I came bene Set eme 
becauſe there was nobody elſe to have it. 
But then it muſt be mentioned in my fa- 
vour, that he was much older than me, three 
years at the leaſt, having been ſuperannuated 
at Eton, and had conſequently enjoyed 
many more advantages of education, and for 
| a greater length of time. But I dwell on 

this topic more particularly with a view of 
ſhewing the great unfairneſs, which private 
attachment, or zeal for a particular college, 
is apt to introduce into theſe academical de- 
terminations, to the ſacrifice of equity, the 
_ difcouragement of learning, and the de- 
1 ARES of Eg genius. Forſter was 


* There was, eee Gn little room for ſuſpicion 
even in this caſe, both from what DR. FARMER the Vice- 
Chancellor ſaid to my friend the Bisnoy of Coxx after- 
_ wards, and hecauſe Forfter was an Eton man, and to ſuch 
the Provoſt of King's was reputed to be partial; inde- 
pendant of an old grudge, which he bore me for preſum- 
ing to call in queſtion a filly notio of his reſpecting the 
Jaſt foot of an hexameter, at one of the annual examinations 
of our college, And on this occaſion of ſitting for the 
medal, his behaviour was rude and barbarous, at a time 
when my ſpirits were wounded by the recent death of my 
father ; ſome event of which nature my dreſs would have 
pointed out to any man but a pedant loft to obſervation, 
and deſtitute of ſenſibility, | | 


undoubtedly ; 
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esd ranked much too high in the 


ſcale of —— for degrees; his contempo- 
raries of his own college acknowledged it 
with a knowing ſmile ſignificant of the pur- 
poſe: and, in all probability, he did not 

deſerve a ſtation, that qualified him to be a 
candidate for the medal, but was injuriouſſy 
to others, and ignomintoufly to himſelf and 
patrons, thruſt up for the fole purpoſe of 
this rapine. At that time too the Fo/mtans, 
when the loſs of their zealous maſter, Dy. 
Powell, was but recent, had not yet relaxed 
their claims and eagerneſs for univerſal pre- 
ference, not unſuccelsfully aſſerted for ſome 


years previous to our own. I well remem- 


ber a merry paſſage touching this gentle- | 


man during the examination for our de- 
gree. The three firſt claſſes went to the 
Moderators rooms at Clare-Hall to ſolve 
problems in the evening. Here my antago- 


niſt acquitted himſelf in no ſenſe of the 


word problematically ; but ingenuouſly con- 
feſſt, like an honeſt man, that he knew no- 
thing at all of the matter. However, with 
good humour and a kind attention to the 
convenience 
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and. . threw light upon the mal V 


terious ſubjects, which too cloſely engaged 


the attention of the reſt to allow even a 
moment for ſuch interruption, ak 


ING THE CANDLES, 
There are alſo, at Cambridge. to other 


prizes for the beſt proficients in mathematics 


and philoſophy, among the new Bachelors of 
Arts, left by DR. SMITH, the celebrated 
Maſter of Trinaty-College, well known to 


the ſcientific world for his treatiſes on Optics 
and Harmonics. Theſe prizes of courſe 
uſually fall to the lot of thoſe t2⁰ wranglers, 


who have been adjudged, in the previous 
examination for degree, to the moſt ho- 
nourable ſtations of the year. But it ſo 


fell out in our year, that one of our belt 


men was prevented by indiſpoſition from 
dates le former, trial, and another. was 


deemed 


1 F * 
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| deemed by his college to have been inju- 
riouſly ſuperſeded by myſelf e and the reſt, 
who were preferred to him. My friend 


Pretyman, at that time I mean, now Biſhop 


of Lincoln) who had exerted himſelf with 


great earneſtneſs in my favour, was very 


urgent with me to appear among the com- 

petitors for theſe prizes in queſtion. But I 
_ repreſented to him, that one of the three had 
already been pronounced my ſuperior, and 
that I had readily acquieſced in the deci- 
lion ; that the other two were my particular 
friends; and, though a preſumptive judge- 
ment only could be formed of their merits, 
I venily believed one of them to be clearly 
beyond myſelf, and the other not much, if 


at all, inferior. The truth is, I was a mean 


proficient in the higher parts of Algebra 
and Fluxtons; for the former of which 


branches I never had much reliſh : and 1 


OR W 3 een in 


I was aukwardly affected * da und the gen- 
tleman, thus ſuppoſed to be miſplaced, was one of my moſt 
intimate friends. No alteration, however, took place in 


our attachment or intercourſe, which continued till I left 


1 college with uninterrupted good-will,. Kühen any Mens 
tion of this untoward circumſtance, 


faring 


during ſo well thus far, and was ſtrongly ap- 


prehenſive that my laurels, ſo green and 


Houriſhing, might be ſcorched in the heat 
of this new rencounter ; where, in any event, 


I might loje honour, but could ſcarcely ex- 
pett to gain it. In ſhort, I was very glad 
by any argument to extricate myſelf from 


this perilous dilemma, and to reſt mem my 


contentions. | 


Vila tulle after ay degres as the flatutes of 


the college, and the previous preparations 


would allow, I was elected Fellow, on the 
_ nomination of the Maſter and Fellows, by 


DR. ErMonD KEENE, Biſhop of Ely, at his 
houſe in London, April 16, 1776, in the 
Fellowſhip vacated by the marriage of my 


tutor Mr. Milner, the very ſame Fellowſhip 


for which my father had been nominated 


5 with Mr. Milner thirty years before. The 
Society, from an honourable opinion of my 


diligence in ſtudy and my exact attention to 
the laws and diſcipline of the college during 
the entire period of my novitiate, had 


| kindly entreated the viſitor to keep this 


F 4 e vacant for me beyond the cul- 


tomary 


(a) 
- tomary time; an indulgence, which gave 
my father (unſpeakable ſatisfaction ; for he 

did not live to ſee me reap the advantage 


of it.—Indeed with reſpect to regularity, my 


attendance at Chapel, the main point with us, 
was ſo uniformly punctual, that I ſometimes 


took the liberty of miſſing in an evening, 


a ſtep, which would have inevitably brought 
a jobation upon any other Undergraduate: 
perſuaded as I was, that our Maſter would 
conclude from my general exactneſs, that 
ſome reaſonable cauſe of abſence had inter- 
vened, and would therefore ſuſpend his re- 
proof; which, I never incurred, though not 
without offence, in a ſingle inſtance. 
DR. Joh JE BB, that true ſon of liberty, 
civil and religious! the conſcientious pa- 


triot! the zealous and intrepid promoter of 


the beſt intereſts of mankind! I had fixed 
upon for my mathematical tutor in the be- 


ginning of the year 1775: and, through the 
interference of our common friend MR. 


TyRwairtrT, then Fellow of our College, 


he liſtened to my ſolicitation. But I did 


not attend him longer than a week his avo- 
cations, and a diſinclination on his part to 


lecture 5 


neftion. And I will take this opportunity, 
on the mention of Dx. Iz BS and Mx. 
TyRWIHITT, to correct a miſtake, Which I 
know has been prevalent among my ac- 

quaintance; that I was ſeduced: from the 
paths of Orthodoxy by the voice of theſe 
charmers ; who are ſuppoſed, like the Pha- 
riſees of our Saviour's. time, to have com- 
paſſed fea and land to make one proelyte ; 
or, to adopt a compariſon, that will better 


harmonize with the ideas of thoſe cenſorious 


furmiſers, to have gone about, like —_ 
lions, ſeeking whom they might devour.” 

is not improbable, (but. of this I have no 
eee. recollection) that the example of 


ſuch reſpectable characters, occupied in the 


ſearch and the profeſſion of religious truth; 
might apply ſpurs to the willing cour/ſer ; 
as it certainly excited, with the publications 
then current, a variety of converſation and 


debate upon the controverted points in 
Theology, among the Undergraduates, But 


their influence over my mind went no fur- 
ther. I ſoon found the truth to lie upon 
the 


mutics —— 4 50 y « diflolved his con- 
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the ſurface; and was perſuaded that a fingle 
che of any acuteneſs, purged from thoſe 
films of habitual acquieſcence, which are 
ſuperinduced by the operations of timidith, 
or the ſuggeſtions of prudence, could never 
be a very long time in making the diſco- 
very: and then my conſtitutional frankneſs 
and intrepidity would inſtantly ichpe me 
to the practical profeſſion of it. 
And here a comical incident recurs to me- 
mory, reſpecting that ſcraping of the Proctor, 
mentioned by Dr. Diſney at p. 58 of the Me- 
motrs of Dr. Jeb. I myſelf was one of the 
offending gallery; but whether an offender 
or not,.L will not ſay, for I do not-recollett; 
though too prone to miſchiefs of that nature. 
After a few names had been taken down, 
comes Mr. Homer of Emanuel, lately dead; 
a gentleman diſtinguiſhed as the editor of 
ſeveral claffic authors, and much more hon- 
_ ourably by a virtuous life, and by a con- 
ſcientious reſignation of his fellowſhip rather 
than IP. the aries for hug degree of 


"= \ Head 6 murmurgue weni- kb, 
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ebe in Divinity, indiſpenſible to the 
Fellows of that foundation L. What is 


your name, Sir?” ſaid Purkeſs, I ink able , 


other Proctor (who, by the by, I thought 


had been the perſon /craped). © Hou " 


. Emanuel. — Sir! you are attempting t 
impoſe upon me. Homer do you ſay 55 


« Yes, Sir; {Homer of Emanuel. Very 


well, Sir.” After two or three more names 
comes a gentleman of my year, Mr. Pindar 
of Queen's. © Your name, Sir ?“ Pix DAR 
of Queens. © Sir! I will not be inſulted 
in this manner. I inſiſt upon it, Sir! that 


you tell me your name.” My name, Sir! 


iP PinDas of ber Sir! this wake 


| „I have "PU informed, that the ak E fo 
great a reſpe& for their worthy member, as to have ex- 
preſſed a willingneſs to re- elett him Fellow de novo; but 


found this meaſure inconfiſtent with their ſtatutes, Iam 


| acquainted with ſuch ſtriking inſtances of liberality in 
their Maſter DR. FARMER, towards thoſe of whole inte- 


grity he is convinced, however oppoſite their ſentiments, 


as makes this report highly credible to me. And ſurely 


the facts were extremely honourable to both parties. We 


may apply to this occaſion the words of Cicero: Dignus 
imperator legione Martid ; digna legio imperatore. Theſe are 


the diſpoſitions of reciprocal accommodation to the con- 
ſciences of each other, that fulfil the laws of humanity and 


the golpel, and conſtitute the chief bleſſings of ſociety. 
cannot 


E 

cannot be ben It is contumacy indeed. 4 
© My name is PW DAR of Queen's; and, if 
you don' t like that, I have no other for 


you.” The Profor compoſed himſelf, and. 
e ſubmitted to the name. 


I continued the proſecution of my claſſical 


and theological ſtudies through the years 
1776 and 1777, with unabated vigour. I 


meddled with neither controverfialiſts nor 
_ commentators. I ſometimes read the New 


Teftament in the order of the books, and 


| ſometimes with a harmony : but my chief 


exertions were employed in endeavouring 


to attain a complete maſtery of the phraſeo- 


logy of both Scriptures, by a cloſe attention 


to the idiom of the languages, in which they 


are written, I recollect nothing worthy of 


remembrance concerning my theological 


opinions during this period. 


In the year 1776, urged on by my own. 


inclination and the partial approbation of 
ſome friends, I publiſht a ſmall collection 


of Latin Poems, partly original, and partly 


tranſlations, with a few notes on Horace by 
A 
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way, of . at the Oude rf Preßß. 
One or two of the criticiſms will ſtand the 
telt ol time ; but the generality of them are | 
trivial or unſolid. The poems, in which I 
have fince diſcovered one falſe quantity, 
have been acknowledged by the moſt ca- 
pable judges not inelegant or deſtitute of 
merit. The indiſcretion of the bookſeller 
and the ardour of my friends occaſioned 
my inexperience to put a price on this little 
volume, which was mere extortion, and os. - 
which I was afterwards moſt heartily 
alhamed, and reduced it accordingly more 
chan one hall. - | 


by 9 the end of this, or the begin- 

ning of the next year, a fellow of our Col. 
lege, now no more, was ſuſpected of a bopiſf | 

intention of re-converting our inſtitution 
to it's former purpoſe, by a clandeſtine in- 
troduction of Nuns into his cell; poſſibly 
from a devout veneration for our patroneſs 
St. Rhadegund. Our old fly-boots, the maſ- 

ter, upon ſatisfactory information of this 
plot, wraps himſelf up in his great coat, 


N out in a bitter ory day to Coils. 
End, 


(%) 
* Bud. the very extremity of ihe” town, in 
queſt of the evidence, to which he was re- 
ferred for complete conviction. A meet= 
ing was accordingly convened upon this 
queſtion ; and I, a young man of twenty, 
was fixed upon to expoſtulate with this 
traitor-monk, and to adviſe a peaceful re- 
tirement into the country. Now I hope 
the reader will make the proper inference 
from this hiſtory, as I had no particular 
intimacy. with the culprit: which is, that I 
was reputed the moſt grave and ſelfdenying 
member * all the fellows of our ſo- 
ciety. | 
At the S N I Sa. of the ' "oi 
year, my moſt reſpected friend Mx. Tr x- 
wHITT reſigned his fellowſhip from a diſſa- 
tisfaction with the doctrines contained in 
the Articles and the Common- Prayer of the 
urch of England. And it was generally 
underſtood, that Mx. BRAITHWAITE, ano- 
ther of our ſenzor-fellows, refuſed all col- 
lege-lrvings upon the ſame conſcientious 
{cruples, Mx. TyLDEN alſo, my contem- 
porary in college, a moſt amiable perſon 
and an excellent ſcholar, ſuffered a family- 
5 ä living 
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living todevolveon his brother in preference 
to an acceptance of antichriſtian confeſſions 


of faith, as the condition of the tenure. _ 
The Members 1 in Parliament for the Uni- 
verfity, after the example of the Chancellor, 
give yearly four prizes, of fifteen pounds 
value each, to the beſt exerciſes in Latin 


proſe, on a ſubje propoſed by the Vice- 


Chancellor ; two for the middle Bachelors, 
and tuo for the ſenior Bachelors of Arts. 
The ſubje& in 1777, when I was middle 
Bachelor, was this: Utrum ars critices ad 

bene ſeribendun, plus utilitatis an incommod: 
afferat. My friend GRETTON of Trinity 
obtained, and very deſervedly, I believe, 
the firſt prize. I preferred the negative 
ſide of the queſtion, and came in for the 


ſecond. I have mentioned before, that 
the injudicious method, which Mr. Wood- 


deſon purſued with his ſcholars in the 


compoſition of our exerciſes, prevented me 


ever after from writing Latin with proper 


nf as een e a and the conſciouſ- 


neſs 


* Revitwers ahd others compliment me occalionally upon 
my elegant * but I know myſelf too well to ap- 


propriate 


neſs of this lufee has made me al- 
ways exceedingly averſe to compoſition in 
that language. The habit might readily 


have been gained by cloſe and particular 


application to this object; but my atten- 
tion was engaged by more pleaſing and 
important purſuits. Quintilian was always 
a favourite author with me; and I think 
him at this day, upon the whole, the moſt 
candid, ſenſible, and rational writer upon 


1 hliilological ſubjects of all antiquity. In 


conſequence of this attachment, my ſtile 


ſavoured more of the expreſſive energy of 


this Rhetorician than the NT volu- 


bility of Cicero. 


There is no room, in general, for ſuſpe&- | 
ing any partiality in the diſpoſal of theſe | 


prizes. The exerciſe of each candidate is 
tranſcribed by ſome friend, and a Latin 
verſe is written on the back. The ſame 
verſe, to enable the Judges to refer each 


| exerciſe to it $ author, 1s written alſo on the | 


propriate theſe commendations : and; if ever there be a 
ſemblance of dexterity, it is the caſe of Horace. 


Tudentis ſpeciem dabit, et torquebitur, &f 
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outſide of _ Aa, letter, -ſealed ups, and en- 
cloſing, the. name of the candidate. The 
| letters, 0 on Which the verſes of the beſt exer, 
ciles are inſcribed, the judges open: the 
ot, with the exerciſes are deſtroyed. 
. this ſubject under one point of 
view, ſhall anticipate the Bachelor's exer- 
ciſes of che following year; when the ſub. 
ject wag Th learning of the Ægyptians: ſug- 
geſted, I believe, to the Vice-Chancellor by a 
curious poſthumous eſſay from the. cele-- 
brated Dx. Woodward, publiſhed in the 
Archeologia of the Society of Antiguaries, 
about that time. The ſubject was ſet but a 
few weeks before I left college: and my ex · 
erciſe, ſcarcely begun there, was finiſhed at 
Inns, and twenty other places, through 
which Lhappened to paſs between that time 
and the day fixed for the deciſion, I truſted 
it at laſt for conveyance to the hands of a 
croſs-country Waggoner, and received the 
firſt tidings of ſucceſs from the article in a 
London Newſpaper. Mr. Gretton and 1 
maintained our ſtations in the ſame order 
as before. Thus was my ambition regu- 
larly mortified by an inferior allotment 
on 
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on od pk 08 Second wrangler, 1 
cond . alliſt, and the e fecond i in the Bi. 
Kt donde hape mentioned before that the 
gold medal, given by the "Chancellor, is a 
very fine piece. It is two inches and one- 
- eighth, in diameter, and nearly one-eighth of 
an inch in thickneſs. Mine weighs down 
11 guineas and a-half,, On one ſide is a 
bold emboſſed figure of our moſt gracious 
and religious King, as our Church dutifully 
calls any arbitrary, and profligate monarch, 
that happens to ſit upon the throne “; 
with this inſeription round it: GEoRGIUS | 
HE Prius FELIX PArER Par RIA. On the 
reverſe, a; figure in a Bachelor's gown,. on 
whoſe head Apollo is placing a laurel- 
wreath, at the direction of Fame, an infant 
figure, hovering in the air, with his trumpet 
an a. hed, from, it with. this CS . 


„Soon au oy 1 of wi ſacred Majeſty had 
been given to that immaculate Sovereign Charles II. he was 
Todged at the 1 houſe of a Scotch Laird. This gentleman, 
well acquainted: with the pious propenfities of his gueſt, 
gravely aſked the King, after ſupper, in his broad accent: 
„Would your HOST" $ACKED: Ma fare chooſe a WnuxR 
* 2 
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eur digniffmo, At the bottom Auer: 
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CaxrAB: CAaNncELL: On the edge is 


written: Gilbert W Jy Coll, 
MDCCLXXVI, _ 


On the baden, feed of March 1788, I 


vas ordained a deacon by the Biſhop of Fe. 
terborough, Doctor Hincliffe, in the Chapel 
of Trinity-College, on letters demiſſory from 
Dr. Keene, Biſhop of Ely, at the age of 
twenty-two years and one month. Even 
then I was ſo little ſatisfied with the requi- 
ſition of /ub/cription, and the ſubjects of 
that ſubſcription themſelyes, that I have 


ſince regarded this acquieſence as the moſt | 


difingenuous action of my Wen life “, , and 


* Mr. Backhoufe, Fellow of Trivity, the, examining chap. 


lain, did not detain me many minutes. He only ſet me to 


conſtrue three or four of the firſt verſes of the firft chapter to 


the Hebrews. He aſkt me afterwards, how it appeared, 


that the Holy Spirit was God, I told him that the texts in 


Acts v. 3, 4, were uſually alledged as the moſt appoſite to 
that point. He nodded approbation ; and I ſmiled at his 
credulity. He might as eaſily have believed, that opera- 
tion, to which Butler compares the breaking of an oath, to be 
a Chriſtian duty, becauſe St. Paul e to our * 
ſuit whatever is of cooD uf. 

0! faclum infipiens es in / 
| 5 hold 


(% 


1 hold i it out to the ſevereſt reprobation of 


the reader. But I'reconciled myſelf to a 


temporary acquieſcence by the help of that 
ſtale ſhameleſs ſophiſtry uſually employed 


on theſe occaſions: that, for example, ſo 

young a man could not be expected to form 
a competent judgement on theſe points at 
preſent ;—that the ſuppoſition, under which 
8 Subſcription was impoſed, conceded a liberty 
to examine afterwards more maturely : 
that the wiſeſt and beſt of men had con- 
tinued conſcientious members of the Church 
of England, after an examination of contro- 
verted points, through life: and other pre- 
tences, which my ingenuity, not often exer- 
ciſed in theſe palliating hypocriſies, cannot, 
even with the help of memory, now ſuggeſt. 
But to think of the abominable wickedneſs 
of requiring an unfeigned afſent and conſent 
to ſuch a miſcellany of propoſitions, ſome 
of which are unutterably ſtupid, beyond the 
ſottiſnneſs of even Hottentot divinity !-' To 
think of thus binding our ingenuous minds 
by the force of intereſt and the ſanctity of 


an oath, to a prejudiced adoption of an 


eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of religion! To think of 
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thus teaching the uncorrupted youth. to 
_ Rifle thoſe emotions which, the convictions 
of truth have excited in bis boſom; to dif. 
regard his, own dignity of character * ;, and 
to trample under foot the moſt ſolemn, obli- 
gations of morality and religion! How 
truly divine in ſentiment and poetry are 
hoe verſes of the /atyri/t! 


— Ambiguz fi quandd citabere teſtis 
Incertæque rei, Phalaris licet imperet ut fis 
Falſus, et admoto dictet perjuria tauro, 

Summum crede nefas animam præferre pudori, 
Et propter vitam vivendi perdere — 


A uitneſi calÞd, be firiftly true and full: 
De Phalaris were preſent with his bull, 
And, threat ning vengeance with tremendous eye, 
Should diftate to your lips the perjur d lie; 
Tit think it a flagitious deed, to chooſe, 
For lifts poor ſake, your innocence to loſe 
To hoſe the ends, for which to life you came, ay 
* Merely to ſave a ' periſhable frame t. Ms. Owen, 


—_—_ rr ene, N payer ae oeuvre. 
| 1 | Pythag. Golden Verſes. 
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For, as in the conſtruction of n Ships, and all ſuch things, 
the foundations ought to be ftrongeſt ; fo alſo the principles and 
a grounds of human ations one be firmly mal in TRUTH and 


JusT1CE. 
What 


our eccleſuafitcat . governors, many of them 


at leaſt, ſhould be well convinced of theſe 
abominations, and yet refufe to put forth 
even a finger for the removal of them! that 


they ſhould be active for reformation in 


early life, and Jull'd to indolence by the 
opiate of preferment/ That moſt alarming 


denunciation of the ſcriptures deſerves. the 


moſt ſerious conſideration of theſe people: 
| Whoſo ſhall offend, ſays the great Biſhop of 
our Souls; whoſo fhall offend one of theſe 


little ones, whach believe in me, it were better 


for him that a millſtone were hanged about 


his neck, and. that he were -drowned in the 
depth of the ſea. But remonſtrances of this 
kind have been made ſo repeatedly without 
effe& to thoſe, who need no conviction on 
the ſubject, that we muſt: be contented to 


wait patiently. the appointed time of the 


Supreme Governor of Events, who worketh 
all things after the council of huis own will, 
and prepareth the eſtabliſhment of his king- 
dom without obſervation: and in the mean 
while, we muſt reſign theſe tardy execu- 
tioners of thoſe grind' a of the 


divine 5 
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divine Aamimiſt tin 1 mean the VIR T Ur 
'tiBinTyY and HAPPINESS of mankind, to 
"the Fudge of all the Earth, who in his wrath 
thinketh upon Mercy. May that mercy be 
extended in full meaſure to all, that are 


= deſiled Sy Wk 7 GREAT n in that 


Tay K. 


| degradation of my ſpecies, when I ſee a 
man like Ms. Par. xy ſtain the pages of his 
incomparable book with ſuch a ſhuffling 


chapter on ſubſcription to articles of religion. 
He has amply gratified the moſt ſanguine 


expectations raiſed in his friends by the ex- 


traordinary powers of his penetrating and 


comprehenſive underſtanding, and the glory 


of his academical career : but has he acted 


up in this inſtance to the general ſimplicity 
and honeſty of his character? The queſtion 


is not, he knows very well without any in- 


formation from me, what a legiſlature, little 


verſed in the genuine principles of Chriſt:an 


liberty, might expect from the ſubject; but 
ow: hes the A in reality W — 


* * 


tai par- | | 
dame. o at. PIN DAR. 


whether 


And 1 bluſh for him, TS Tor "this 
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| whether * words and conduct of the ſub- 
ſcriber, in all plain conſtruction of language 
and conformably to every interpretation of 
human actions, do not imply an acceptance 
of the contents of thoſe articles for religious 
truths ;—whether, the fixti article, which, 
maintains the ſufficiency of ſcripture to 
ſalvation,” does not only make the reſt of, 
this bleſſed farrago mere impertinence and 
abſurdity, but prove alſo the compilers of 
them to have aſſumed the character of 
fathers, maſters, and teachers in the Chriſtian. 
church, in direct defiance of the expreſs 
prohibition of Jzsus Car:sT himſelf ?— 
But I ſicken at the ſubject, and feel a degree 
of ſorrow not to be expreſſed, for ſuch un- 
worthy concealment, ſuch palpable preva- 
rication, as the advocates of ecclefiaſtical 
ſlavery are perpetually ' practiſing, to the 
ſcandal of all morality and the infinite dil- 
| honour of the goſpel, Mok, ſays the ex- 
cellent Josg ren Mok, goes to conviction 
than ARGUMENT and REASON ; and that is 
not in my power. May we ever remember, 
with a ſuitable ſolemnity of feelings and a 
determination of obedience, that awful ex- 
| | hortation 


hortation of the g 
that nameth the name of Chrift, DEPART 
L FROM INIQUITY. . 


h aſter my degree. I had been br 
ted into a ſociety called the HMyſon Club, 
eſtabliſhed ſome years before, and ſtill in 
being. It uſually conſiſted of ſome of the 


| moſt reſpectable members of the Univer/ity: 


day upon the profitable and pleaſing con- 


verſations of this ſociety. We conſiſted at 
that time of DR. BAD ON, then My. Beadon, 
fellom of St. John's and public orator ; which 
office I have heard him diſcharge with an 


excellent elocution, and a latinity, eaſy, ele- 


gant, and copious. Afterwards he was pre- 


ferred to the maſterſhiþ of our college, and 
.. now Biſhop of Glouceſter. AT; 

D nx. Warine, Profeſſor of Mathematics: 
4 eminently diſtinguiſhed beyond his 
contemporaries in the abſtruſer ſpeculations 


of that department, but diſplaying on other 
topics an admirable portion of good ſenſe 


and knowledge, recommended by a charac - 
5 teriſtic | 


eat Abele; Let everyone, 


and I reflect with much ſatisfaction to this 
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teriſtic anpicky and unaſſuming gentle. 
_ neſs of manners. 

DR. Pearce, then Mr. N los 
4 St. John's, and tutor: now maſler alſo of 
our college and of the Temple in London : a 
man of conſiderable learning, unaffected 
affability, not haughty from elevation: no 
mean commendation in theſe days of "ne: 
neracy into ſelf-importance ! | 

DR. PRETYMAN, whom I have men- | 
tioned before as exerting himſelf with all 
the ardour of friendſhip in my behalf at the 
time of my degree, was alſo one of our num- 
ber: then Mr. Pretyman, fellow and tutor 
of Pembroke-Hall : now Biſhop of Lincoln. 
I know that many, ſince this gentleman has 
acted ſo conſpicuous a figure in the public 
theatre of life, from a mean Jealouſy, I fear, 
of his influence with the miniſter, and his 
_ exalted ſtation, have affected to repreſent 
him as a mean ſycophant, and a man of 

contemptible abilities. But indeed, reader 


— Hic nigræ hiecul loliginis, hc eſt 
| ZXrugo mera: quod vitium procul abfore chartis, 
Atque animo prius, ut ſi quid promittere ds! me 
Poſſum aliud verè, promitto. 


As 
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As to * > of ſervility of n.. | 
I can only ſpeak preſumptively upon that; 
but I entertain not the leaſt doubt in my 
own mind, that no occafion could require 
| ſuch debaſement in his intercourſe with 
Mr. Pitt. I am ſatisfied, that the pupil ever 
entertained a genuine reſpect, a deference, 
an affection, for his tutor; and eſteems it, * 
dare ſay, one of the happieſt events of life 
to have been enabled to provide fo amply 
for one ſo highly valued. And I commend 
the miniſters forwardneſs in this matter, 
where others have ſo loudly cenſured, in 
letting no opportunity of ſach eſſential gra- 
tification to his feelings paſs by unimproved 
by a diſcharge of duty in this pleaſing in- 
Nance, in defiance of the obloquy vented 
againſt him by envious Churchmen for this 
conduct. And the reader will ſee, before 
the concluſion of this work, that the teſti- 
mony now given is extorted from me by 
the power of truth rather than by the con- 
| ſtraints of gratitude to my friend, or the 
force of admiration and the ſeduction of 
eſteem for the ſon of Chatham. 


f Cu; pater haùd Mezentius eſlet ! 


- 
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40 for the abilities of my former friend, 
I would have theſe defamers know, that his 
contemporaries can teſtify to that point 
upon the unexceptionable authority of ex- 
herience: and I have been acquainted with 
no man of a greater vivacity of converſa- 
tion, or a more pleaſant and affable de- 
meanour than my Lord of Lincoln in the 
days of our intercourſe. If wealth and 
diſtinction have made their too cuſtomary 
depredations on is heart, as on thouſands 
of his predeceſſors; if Mr. Pretyman and 
the Bifhop of Lincoln are become perſons 
totally different from each other; if the 
glow of friend{hip has been extinguiſhed 
by the froſt of ſelfiſhneſs; conſcious of the 
frailties of poor human nature, and that 
integrity with difficulty preſerves it's firm- 
neſs beneath the warm influences of wealth 
and ſtation, I will be the firſt to drop a tear 
on the funeral of his virtues, and, to the ut- 
moſt of my abilities, embalm the dead. 


With care direct your fleps, nor turn aftray. 

To tread the paths of this deceitful way : 

Too late of fell ambition's power complain, 

And fall where many mightier have been ſlain. | 
e * 5 DR. 


( 139 ) 


DR. MIINER, then Mr. Milner, fellow 
and tutor, now maſter of Queen's college, 
and Dean of Canliſle: whoſe extraordinary 
attainments in mathemattcs and philoſophy 
were the praiſe and admiration of his con- 
temporaries: but I am not informed, whe- 
ther the public at large be in poſſeſſion of 
any proof of his powers, beyond a paper re- 

lative to the nutation of che earth and the 
preceſſion of the equinoXes, in the Philoſophi- 
cal Tranſactions. I ever eſteemed this gen- 
tleman to be endowed with one of the moſt 
vigorous and penetrating minds I know. 
| He once preacht an excellent ſermon at 
St. Mary's on a Faſt during the American 
war : but his theological conceptions were 
always, I confels, to me, who yet affect ſome 
inſight into the human character, one of the 
inſcrutabilities of myſtery ; a heterogeneous 
compolition of deiſtical levity and method- 
_ /tical fuperſtition : diſparaging. the cere- 
monies of religion, and performing them 
with a ſlovenly precipitation; but of a ge- 
neral decorum and ſeriouſneſs of demean- 

our, and a blameleſi lie. | X 
When 
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When I went up to Cambridge, at our 


audit in Nov. 1778, I had ſome debate with 

him on the theological controverſies of the 
time: he importuned me much to write my 
ſentiments on the ſubject. Though a re- 


luctant correſpondent, I complied with his 
requeſt ; but never was honoured with the 


| leaſt notice of my letter. As I acciden- 


tally, and contrary to my cuſtom, kept a 


copy, and it will ſerve to ſhew the ſtate of 


my mind at that time, and the obſervations 


in it are, perhaps, not wholly unimportant, 


I will inſert 1 it here . 


Mx. 


* Deax Mii xz, Liverpool, Nov. 134 1778, : 


I d1D not fail to reflect very ſeriouſly upon the ſubje& 
of our late converſation at Cambridge ; and exceedingly re- 


gret that it ſhould be ſo ſoon interrupted. Aſter a ſober | 
and diſpaſſionate appeal to the ſuggeſtions of my own 


heart, I cannot with fincerity profeſs that I appear to be 
working a deceitful work, or that I think myſelf an object of 
ſelf-delufion, Docility of diſpoſition and undefiled conduct, 
not auſterity of manners, is pure religion: and, though 
every man living be as nothing in the fight of God and alto- 
gether vanity, yet he may freely exert, without danger of 
offence, the power implanted in him to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween good and evil. A difintereſted and well diſpoſed 
mind will hardly over-rate the faculties it poſſeſſes: to 

* undervalue 


( 


Mx. Mounszy, fellow . tutor of 
our College; whom I have mentioned be- 
fore. 1 5 
"AK 


undervalue them, as ſome men do, is neither diffidence 
nor humility, but an injury to our character as rational 
intelligences, and amounts, in my apprehenſion, to nothing 
leſs than a profane accuſation of the author of them. I 
conceive not of the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
as a moroſe and peeviſh Being, who will harden, or even 
ſuffer to be in error, thoſe that cleave unto him with fin- 
cerity of heart ; but as a merciful and indulgent parent, 
who will lead his children, yet not without perpetual and 
painful exertions on their part in diſcerning deliberate 
conviction from the  inveterate prejudice of education 
and in diligently ſearching the volume of his will, into all 
the truth. 

That, as you imagen; it is a plauſible and tempting 
office to ſet one's-ſelf, up againſt eſtabliſhed opinions, as a 
proof of ſuperior diſcernment, is a malicious obſervation 
of Hooker, and as remote from truth as it is from charity. 
Indeed the misfortune of theſe general maxims is that they 
are addreſſed to the fancy more than the underſtanding : 
and may be reverſed and retaliated with equal propriety | 


and advantage. But belief and diſbelief in religious mat= _ 


ters is of too much conſequence by far with me to be ac- 
commodated merely to the gratification attendant on ſin- 

gularity. , 

- Your poſition (if 1 properly underſtood you) that every 

appointment of Providence in this world is abſolutely 

right, without any reference to futurity, is equally repug- 
nant to reaſon and revelation, It annihilates the 

beſt natural argument for a future ſtate, and ſuppoſes 

| that 
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OW Vince, originally of Caius-College, 


bis then, if J A g recollect, of Sidney. 
| "FE 


that wickedneſs in proſperity and goodneſs in diſtreſs will 
need no adjuſtment in the day of retribution, My mode 
of reaſoning that occaſioned it, about the puniſhment of 


children, might poſſibly be unſatisfactory enough: but 1 


ſhould be glad to know how that puniſhment is conſiſtent 
with the innocency of their ſtate, and the Inorg atone- 
ment already made for fin by the blood of Chriſt. 
The Divinity I ſhall not touch upon now, being at pre- 
ſent leſs qualified to aſcertain the validity of my own opi- 
nion, than detect the fallacy and abſurdity of that com- 


monly received. It would be no difficult taſk, however, 


to ſhew that even your friend at Leeds has totally miſtak- 
en and perverted the moſt intelligible paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, and, by a gratuitous kind of argumentation, has ap- 
plied throughout numerous texts in confirmation of a pre- 
eſtabliſhed notion, in a ſenſe that ought not to have been 
ſuppoſed, but fairly proved. That the hypotheſis of two 
natures ſeems to agree beſt with the words of Scripture, I 
do not deny; but maintain it to be directly adverſe to the 
ſcope and tenour of the ſacred writings, and to contain, 
notwithſtanding the qualifications of ſo much ingenuity, 
impoſſibilities and contradiftions, The clear and unequi- 
vocal deductions of reaſon no revelation can invalidate or 
ſuperſede, All the communications of God are perfectly 
| conſiſtent: he cannot contradi@ himſelf : with him is no 


variableneſs, neither tropical ſhadow. In this inſtance too, 


(for it is not a point of uneſſential ſpeculation) I am per- 


ſuaded that the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life. 


| 

i 
} 
| 
; 
f 


2, 134 ) 


He ſill lives in Cambridge ; and it muſt "I 


ſtrained panegyric indeed that exceeds his 


deſerts, either as an accompliſhed mathemae 


lician, or an amiable man, 


This 


| This 1 lay down as an incontrovertible truth: that no | 
man can acquire an adequate knowledge of the phraſeology 


of the New Teftament, and conſequently of it's meaning, with- 


out an intimate acquaintance with the power and peculi- 
arities of the Hebrew Tongue, The language of the New Tef- 
tament is popular Greek, conveyed throughout in the Hebrew 
idiom; and this, together with adeſultory mode of reaſon- 
ing, abounding in digreſſions and repetitions, contributes 
to make ſome parts of St. Paul's epiſtles very difficult to 
underſtand. Many precepts delivered in them are evi- 
dently local and occafional, and, as the circumſtances to 
which they refer are unknown, their meaning muſt of 
courſe be very indeterminate. They never; I think, could 
be ſo intelligible even to the people for whom they were 
deſigned, as thoſe of St. Peter and St. James:: but they all 
ſeem. to have been carried by ſome of Paul's companions, 
who, no doubt, could well explain them,—All ſcripture, 


you ſay, is given by inſpiration : the difficulty ſtill remains 


to point out where the apoſtle ſpeaks by his own ſpirit, 
and where by the Spirit of God, I might anſwer, with 
juſtice, that this aſſertion refers to the ypappale, the Old 
Teftament mentipned in the preceding verle ; but. moſt 
willingly allow theſe epiſtles to be of equal iriſpiration 
with the reſt of ſcripture, Though conſidering time, 
place, perſons, and peculiar circumſtances, I am convinced 
that he ever expreſſes Himſelf with the moſt perfeft pro- 
priety, and e I never read thoſe eats compo- - 
fitiong 


Le 


This gentleman, I believe, has been re- 


warded with no preferment adequate to his 
reaſonable pretenſtons. The reft of our 
aſſociates, except poor Mownſey, Who is 
mouldering into duſt, in the land where all 
things are forgotten, and where even mitred 
heads themſelves will foont be bowed down, 


undiſtinguiſhed from their fellows ; the 


Lions without unlpeakable delight, the nature of: is 


argument, without recurring to his own' infinuationsto that 


effoct, would ſometimes oblige me to conclude, that he is 
only ſpeaking after the manner of men. 

You will readily perceive theſe to be the curſory aber. 
vations of one who pretends to no very accurate or exten- 
five information on the ſubject. I am ſatisfied, you will 
take no undue advantage of theſe conceſſions, and have 


therefore unfolded myfelf for my own inſtruction, with the 


undilguiſed ſentiments of a friend. The Lord give us under. 


ſtanding in all things ! 
| I am, with great lincerity, | 
© Your affe&ionate friend, 
GILBERT WAKEFIELD. 


Rev Mr, Milner, Fellow of 
Queen's College, Cambridge. 


„A ſhort copy of verſes, applicable t6 this ſentiment, 


have been floating in my memory ſince my childhood. 
Whether they are trite or no, and who is their author, I 
cannot recolle& : but they are beautiful, comfortable, and 
admoniſhing ; and ſhall be quoted here: 

I dreamt, that, buried in my fellow- clay, 


Cloſe by a common beggar's fide I wy: : 
— 1 4 . 
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reſt of our Re LINE iT; thaw are comfortably 


raiſed on the ſunny hill of dignity and 


wealth, and look down from their warm 
ſtations on the vulgar crowd below them, 


labouring up the ſteep, and, among the tribe 


of. miſcellaneous adventurers, on me alſo, 
once their equal in dignity and rank, though 
now ſhewing to their diſtant view not greſſer 
than a beetle. Methinks ſome of them might 
have found leiſure and inclination to deviſe 


means of gratifying an ambition, that never 
aſpired beyond a trivial competency for the 


enjoyment of a literary life, in one whom 
they uniformly profelst i to eſteem and love. 


But it were impious to repine; I check 
every murmur of my heart; my ſpirits 


overflow with conſolation from a thouſand 
ſources: and I recollect that the ſon of 


poo oh himſelf, the captain 4 our alvalion, 


And as % mean an objeft ſhockt my 1 | 
Thus, like a corple of conſequence, I cried ; 
* Scoundrel ! be gone; and henceforth touch me not; 
% More manners learn, and at a diſtance rot,” _ | 

Ho, ſcoundrel! with a haughtier tone cried he: 

- * Proud lump of earth! I ſcorn thy words and thee, 

« Here all are equal; here thy lot is mine: 
“This is my rotting place, and that is thine,” 


went 


* 7 o_—_— ys "CP "A n 
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went up to his Father's throne by the Hops 


of ſorrow. 

Aſter this enumeration of my particular 
ae and mentioning the Biſhop of 
Cork alſo among the number of my friends, 
and the new Biſhop of Norwich as my ac- 
quaintance, without ſpecifying others 'of 
conſiderable elevation in the Church, I 
may ak apply to my ny; the lines of 
Horace; 


— Quicquid ſum ego, quamvis 
Infra Lucili cenſum ingeniumque, tamen me 
Cum magnis vixifle invita fatebitur uſque 
Invidia, et, fragili quærens illidere dentem, 
Offendet ſolido. | 


My friends had now left, or were 1 50 
PE: daily ; and, feeling myſelf inclined to 


try my fortune in the great world, I adver- 


tiſed for a curacy. Part of a letter, which 
I received on this occaſion, as it is no bad 


ſpecimen of the reaſonableneſs of the ſupe- 


rior clergy and the drudgery of curates, ſhall 
be ns: below * for the reader's enter- 
| tainment; 


* Re v. SIR, 

Tux duty required is, REM nel every a ex- 
cept the firſt in each month when the ſacrament is ad- 
miniſtered, and . on every W Friday, and 

all 
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LL 
tainment; with my anſwer, which might 
poſſibly excite the iraſcible emotions of the 
8 in queſtion. 


rte max ims of Horace were efentially 
conducive to the regulation of my conduct 


in college, and through my future life to 
this day. I recommend them to the ſerious 
attention of the young in particular, 

The firft is calculated to reprefs a con- 
ceited practice, too prevalent in the world, 
of ſuppoſing the particular branch of know- 


ledge, in which we happen to delight, more 


all holidays; and moreover on almoſt every day during 
the ſeaſon of Lent, beſides occaſional duties. The church 
is rather large and requires a pretty ſtrong clear voice. 
When I am here, as I uſually am, and well, I take ſuch a 


ſhare of the duty as my health permits me to do. When 1 


am abſent, or not well, the whole reſts upon the gentleman 
who undertakes it. The ſalary is fifty pounds a year, paid 
MY if deſired, without any other emolument, 


Cans; March 29d, 1778. 
Kev. 916 * 


Ix is with extreme oer that I anſwer your letter ſo 


long after date; but, through the unpardonable negligence 
of my bookſeller, 1 did not receive it till this afternoon. 
F ſincerely wiſh this delay may be no greater diſappoint- 


ment to you, than it is to me. You cannot be ſurpriſed 


that I ſhould decline ſuch an offer, if you are thoroughly 
eee that „ e e eee 


excellent 
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n— and To than any other. A 


| moſt filly affectation! originating in vanity, 
and productive of juſt contempt from well 
regulated-minds. MR. Knox, I am forry 
to obſerve, is chargeable with this fault in 
ſeveral parts of his admirable wratnge, ' f 


Nec tua laudabis ſtudia, aut aliena reprendes, | 


Nor thou the fav'rite ſtudies of thy friend 
Diſparage, nor too much thine own commend. 


The ſecond was eminently ſerviceable in 
guarding me againſt unneceſſary indulgen- 
cies of meats and drinks in early life, and 
eſpecially that daily indiſcriminate uſe of 
_ wine among young men; which ſhould be 

_ reſerved as a cordial to the ſtomach and a 
ſolace for infirmities. It is an admirable 
maxim 7 


— Tibi quidnam accedet ad iſtam 
Quam puer ac validus præſumis mollitiem, ſeu 
Dura valetudo inciderit, ſeu tarda ſenetus? _ 
For fainting age what cordial drop remains, 
If our i ——— hi the veſſel n 
Porx. 


The dard was my ARGS; the frontlet 
lelucen my eyes, the conftant object of my 
| attention; : 


[ SF F 3 
attention : and'it is-indeed a powerful pre. 


ſervative from vice, a ſpur to induſtry and 


order; and conſtitutes the moſt valuable 
recommendation, that literature can boaſt. 


I wiſh my advice, and imperfect experience 
of it's benefits, could perſuade every youth 
to engrave it, in impreſſions not to be effaced, 
on the tablet of his heart, and exemplify 1 . 


in his daily practice! [ 


— a — — et ni 
| Potter ante Kon librum cum lumine; fi non 
Intendes animum ſtudiis et rebus honeſtis, 


Invidia vel amore vigil torquebere. 


| Riſe, light thy candle, ſee thy taſk begun | 
Eier redd'ning ſtreaks proclaim the diſtant ſun ; 
Or LvsrT's fierce whirlwind will thy calm moleſt, 


. | Or Ex vv cloud the ſunſhine of thy breaſt. 


Sweet bard! moſt muſical, moſt inſtructive! 


receive at leaſt the poetical benediction of 
thy ſucceſsful imitator: 


Oh! may thy grave with riſing flowers be dreſt, 
And the Nen turf lie lightly on ys breaſt | 


| on April the thiienth I left the univer- 
ſity for the curacy of Stockport i in Cheſhare, 
whither I ſhall ſoon convey the reader. In 


the 
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the mean time, as DR. Joxrix has obſerved 
with all the pathos of a penſive ſpirit, in 
words unſpeakably ſoothing to the mind ; 
« A pleaſing remembrance of former days 
« preſents elf: 


Ven me meminiſſe pigebit Eliſſæ, 
0 Dum memor ipſe mei, dum ſpiritus hos regat artus. T 


Five years and a ha if, with little inter- 
| ruption, did I paſs in this bliſsful ſeat, in the 


enjoyments of friendſhip and the purſuits 
of learning. The occaſional undulations, 
Which the force of ambition or the guſts of 
paſſion might raiſe upon the ſurface of 
my breaſt, were ſoon calmed by the in- 
fuſions of time and the ſun-ſhine of re- 
ligion. When I traced thoſe hallowed paths, 

- which the moſt illuſtrious of my ſpecies 
had trod before; when I rambled on thoſe 
banks, traced thoſe fields, or ſauntered 
in thoſe groves, where Bacon reaſoned, 
NEewToN meditated, and Mil rox ſung ; 
an awful complacency breathed o'er my 
ſpirits: the images of theſe unrivall'd heroes 
inſpired myemulation, and annihilated every 
ſentiment of ſelf-ſufficiency. I felt the full 
| e impreſſion 


(4) 
2 of _ der N effuſions of 
oe 1 1 
I 3 8 walks to rove, 155 
And hear ſoft muſic die along the grove. 


Led by the found, I roam from ſhade to ſhade, 
By god-like poets venerable made. 


But beſore quit this ſubject, my Ala 
Marx, to whom I am bound by fo many 
obligations, muſt excuſe a freedom, ori- 
ginating in a ſincere deſire for her welfare, 
which will endeavour to point out the de- 
fetts of her conſtitution with the conviction 
of a clear inſight into the ſubject, and Ws 
the confidence of truth. 
And here, at my entrance on this topic, 
I muſt ſtop to addreſs a few words of ex- 
poſtulation with Mr. Knox, after premiſ- 
ing, with the view of a fayourable hearing 
from this gentlmean, that I am a warm ad- 


mirer of his writings, and particularly of b 
his Treatiſe on Education, except perad- L 
venture when he quits his province, and | g 
prefumes to diftate, with equal deciſion | 
and inefficiency, upon fubjefts of which he 2 
proves himſelf to be almoft, if not altogether, — 


ignorant; 5 
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ignorant; mathematical philoſ * I mean, 
and theology. I revere the man for his ſpi- 
rited and convincing letter to the Chancellor 
of Oxford; for his triumph over prejudice ; 


for his noble and ſtrenuous oppolition tothe 


barbariſm of education and the vices of his 

Univerſity, who infinitely diſgraces herſelf 
neglecting ſo competent and reſpectable a 
monitor. He is endowed with the genuine 
intrepidity of a martyr : and, if we had 


been fortunate enough to wa a man of 


his honeſty and firmneſs with us at Cam- 
bridge, in the way of inveſtigation and en- 
quiry during the infancy of his literary ca- 
reer; he would, doubtleſs, have been fight- 
ing at this day under our ſtandard the bat- 


/ tles of a mare honourable held , But 


* Qui talis eft, utinam effet eller 4 


I I his integrity, good ſenſe, and r will in in- 


cline him to a diſpaſſionate conſideration of the temperate, 
but manly and judicious, expoſtulation of my amiable and 
much reſpeRted friend DR. Dis xxx, upon the ſubje& of 
the traditionary Creed of his fathers. Our divine ſeems to 
ground his attachment to it very much upon that circum- 
ſtance of early initiation; but he ſhould examine himſelf, 
and fee, Whether he may not find occaſion with Sr. Paur, 
now he is become a MAN, to put away theſe CHILDISH 


THINGS, 
though 
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though Mx. Knox has been advertiſed of 
his former miſrepreſentation of our diſci- 
pline at Cambridge, he ſtill continues ſpeak- 
ing of the Univerſities, as much alike ; and, 
in a variety of places throughout his works, 
neglects that diſcrimination, which he ſome- 
where explicitly acknowledges, and which, 
on the authority of his informers, ſhould 
invariably be made: for he evidently knows 
nothing himſelf of our proceedings. Your | 
Oxford diſputationes in parviſo ; your doing 
 quraments; your quodlibets, and the reſt of 
| your horrid jargon, painfully grating to 
Cambridge ears, and fit only to be chattered 
by monkies in a wilderneſs ; are myſteries as 
ſtrange to us, as to the darkling Green- 
lander of the North, or the ſavage of Caf- 
fraria. In ſhort, our author's undiſtinguiſh- 
ing cenſures upon this ſubject are highly 
reprehenſible, and will be corrected by him 
with ſcrupulous exactneſs, if he loves Truth, 
as he ſeems to love her, and holds calumny 
in abhorrence, 0 


hn a t e Bend 
. "y, 1 I ſhall barely mention the impolicy, the 
muftice, 


- emoluments and conveniencies of theſe ele- 
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ujuſtice, and the tyranny of excluding by 
eccleſiaſtical reſtrictions and performances, 


at once unedifying and indecent, from the 
gant retreats, ſuch a numerous portion of 
fociety; to the prodigious hindrance of 
uſeful literature, by contracting che Here of 
emulation, and intercepting the gl 
nities of knowledge. At this topic, I ſay, I 
ſhall merely glance. The ſon of Orthodoxy 
will cry out: He is mounting again upon a 
hobby-horſe, that cannot jog peaceab lyalong 
the King's high road; but kicks and 
flounces to the great annoyance of | the 2 
ſenger. 
My friend Ma. Trxwarr once pro- 
poſed a grace, either that the Undergra- 
duates ſhould be compelled to e the 
ſermons at St. Mary's, or that thoſe ſermons 
ſhould be aboliſhed. | Could RRASsOx her- 
ſelf have offered a more unexceptionable 
_ dilemma ? And yet, Ithink he told me, this 
propoſition did not find more than fix or 
ſeven abettors; among which number the 
„ and good 2 of the Provoſt of 
__ $, 
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King's, whom Jam ſpy to ** 
and of Dx. Hey, if I rightly recollect, in- 
duced theſe gentlemen to rank themſelves. 
Now what can be conceived more diſgrace- 
ful to the Univerſity, than for ſtrangers to 
go into the church on a Saint's day, and ſee 
the preacher exhibiting only to the Vice- 
Chancellor, the beadle, Mr. Blue-Coat, and 
the walls * Should the ſpeRzior 880 
chance come to a ſtation under the | 
gallery, the preacher alone would be ex- 
poſed to his view; and would forcibly re- 
mind him of Ampſtion, exerting his powers 
on the ſtones, or of a voice, en 2280 
Another dreadful bvit (ſor 45 ſhall not 
mention what can only be remedied by a 
parliamentary reformation of their ſtatutes) 
is the practice of nominating tutors to their 
office upon the ground of no other diſtinc- 
tion than the caſual determination of /e- 
niority. Hence it happens, that men be- 
9 low idee 3 in We A ed 
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ff 
tions are ſometimes choſen to direct the ſlu- 
dies of the college: an inconceivable preju- 
dice to learning, and amortifying diſcourage- 
ment of real talents! This grievance, how- 
ever, would be done away in a great mea- 
ſure, without the invidious neceſſity of pre- 
ference in the maſter, by chooſing none to 
fellowſhips but upon the claim of merit. 
The morning and evening prayers, which 
are much too long and attended by the ge- 
nerality of undergraduates with no ſeriouſ- 
nels. of devotion, and ſeldom by the fellows 
at all, might be contrived, probably without 
danger of interference from their political 
or ecclefiaftical ſuperiors, to contribute much 
more to the edification of the ſtudent. The 
indecorum attendant on this branch of diſ- 
cipline, eſpecially in winter-mornzngs, is 
even ludicrous. I have known a ſleepy de- 
votee delayed ſo long by the drowſy god, as to 
make it requiſite to come at laſt without his 
clothes; and he has ſtood ſhivering with 
the flimſy fig-leaf of a ſurplice only to veil 
his outward-fellow., Nothing can be more 
; humorous and more truly deſcriptive of a 


* 
* 
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reality, than a ſtanza in the y 
Elegy: 


_ © there.” 


| of a very uni 2 
as 9 nn e to learning 
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| CA La a Arle? 
And fay: Each morn, unchilbd by froſts, he ran, 8 
4 With hoſe ungarter'd, o'er yon turfy bed, 
| To reach che chapel er the plalms began,” | 


I am too well appriſed of the good ſens 
of my Cambridge friends to ſuppoſe their 


| Judgement upon thele farces to reſemble the 
_ deciſion of a certain prelate in my neigh· 


bourhood, when application was made to 
him. by the curate of a church in his dio- 

ceſe, for permiſſion to diſcontinue the weekly 
prayers, for want of an audience. Oh! 
* no;” ſays this idolizer of ſolemnity and 


form: it is very proper, that the bell 


* ſhould ring, and the curate attend, not- 
r withſtanding no r ſhould be 


| Bide eee dom echinnorum 8 


What 1 am now going to alledge wall; ap- 


Pear indeed to many, 1 am ſenſible, a point 
mportant nature, but ſtrikes me 
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and morals ;: I mean, © the late hour of din- 
ner,” which has been very generally adopted 
in colleges, fince I quitted the Unzverfity. 
When have in converſation frequently ob- 
jected to this innovation; the uniform an- 
ſwer is, © It makes a long morning.” For 
what? for riding out, perhaps, and taking 
| pleaſure; not for the opportunities, which 
this long morning furniſhes for continued 
ſtudy. The mind, I am perſuaded, profits 
moſt from regular and repeated interven- 
tions of meals, exerciſe, and foctety : but to 
ſuch a methodical interſection of the time 
this diviſion of the day into two parts only 
is of courſe the grand obſtacle, and to all 
the advantages reſulting from it. The per- 
nicious conſequences of this practice do 
not, however, end here. After ſo long an 
interval, the appetite is neceſſarily ſharpened, 
the ſtomach is led to overload itſelf, and 
thus oppreſles with the body, the mind alſo, 
that particle of ethereal air, as the poet calls 
it. Beſides, bodily health is allowed by the 
ons of medicine to be much promoted by 
Freguent meals with moderation, and im- 
paired by a diſtribution of the day, which 
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leaves the digeſtive powers for a long tine 

unexerciſed, and then tries them to exceſs, 
The tea in an afternoon, a light and whole. 
ſome meal, under this new arrangement is a 


ſcondary conſideration, and falls into ne- 


gleft. The habit alſo of eſteeming the la- 
bours of the day to oonclude with dinner. 
time, naturally leads, as every one muſt ſee, 
to :dleneſs and intemperance in the ſtudent. 
| Theſe remarks, if they have any foundation 
at all in reaſon and propriety, muſt not be 
flighted or received with ridicule, as puerile 
and inſignificant. Nothing ought to be diſ- 
regarded, that has the remoteſt influence on 
the promotion of learning and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of virtue in the riſing generation. 


Let ſchool- taught pride diſſemble all it can, 
Theſe little things are great to little man, 


The conſtitution of King's college is par- 
ticularly unfortunate, to the inexpreſſible 
loſs of literature. The gentlemen of this 
ſociety, from the advantages of their educa- 
tion at Eton, come, I make no ſcruple to 
declare it, by far better prepared to culti- 


| vate letters, than the members of any other 


foundation 
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foundation whatever in either Univerſity. 
That ſchool ſends out, as far as my expe- 
rience can form a judgement,” much the 
beſt ſcholars in this kingdom. Thoſe 
particularly from Weſtminſter in my time 
were indeed mean proficients, undiſtin- 
guiſhed altogether among their contempo- 
raries: and, in general, the produce of all 
our other great ſchools in the South, were 
to a-man inferior to the common run of the 
Etonians. And yet, as the ſtudents of 
Kings are prevented by the ſingula- 
| rity of their ſtatutes from engaging in 
the mathematical and philoſophical occupa- 
tions of the place, and have no ſpecific ob- 
| je preſented to their ambition, they al- 
moſt univerſally relapſe into idleneſs and 
diſſipation : ſo that, inſtead of going on unto 
 perfettion, they become ſtationary firſt, and 
then retrogade. Accordingly, their meri- 
dian altitude is the moment of their quit - 
ting ſchool; and their academical courſe, a 
| gradual declenſion from it. In conſequence 
of theſe unhappy circumſtances, though 
King's college never contains leſs than /e- 
venty members of the beſt initiation poſſible 
| L 4 in 
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— authors, this numerous ſociety has 
not ſent out ONE MAN in three hundred years, 
that can claim a rank among the moſt cele. 
brated critics and philolqgiſts of this nation 
in the ancient languages; and few indeed 
ſchool-books, Indeed the ſchool at large 
can boaſt very few of diſtingu 
nence in their own branch of knowledge; 
and my friend Mx. PorxsoNn, fellow of 
Finith- college, ſhines both among his con- 
temporary ſchoolfellows and all his prede- 
ceſſors at Eton, like the moon among the leſſer 
ars. LEARNING ſends them forth as Achzl- 
les ſent Fatroclus, well equipped for her war- 
fare; but is recompenſed by no triumphs 
proportionate to HER Werne pod 


THEIR = compliments“ 


Tor: f 1701 ey ETQUTE en ir noi Mau e 0) | | 
Eg Toatuuv, ud aur; edetaro vornoavra, | 
He ſent him furniſh'd with his ſteeds and car, 
But ſaw no more returning from the war. 


I will conclude this diſputation concern- 
ing the defettsof our Una eee in the words 
| of 


of that honeſt hiſtorian, F FULLER the Jefter, 
as Warburton well ſtiles him. 
Lately a college in Cambridge, much 
* beautified with additional buildings, ſent 
« a meſſenger to a doctor, who had been a 
* great, and promiſed to be a greater, bene- 
factor unto them; requeſting him to re. 
t member them, or elſe their college muſt 
«even and ſtill. To whom the doctor 
« anſwered : May your college, and all the 
* colleges in both the Univerſities, STAND 
„ g rILI. In the charitable meaning where- | 
of, all good men will concur.” 
I give at leaſt my hearty concurrence to 
the with.” ESTOTE nnr! , 


n May 3, I arrived at Sophos; in Che- 
Aan the ſecond or third beſt living in this 
kingdom, as curate to the Rev. Jonx 
WarTson, M. A. formerly fellow of Brazen- 
| Noje in Oxford. This gentleman has given 
ſome account of himſelf in his Hiſtory of 
the Antiquities of Hallifax, to which I re- 
fer the reader, who wiſhes any information 
on this point. He was a very lively, con- fy 
verſible, well-informed man; and one of 55 
| the 1 
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the hardeſt ſtudents I ever 8 His 


great excellence was a knowledge of anti- 
quities, and ſeveral papers on theſe ſubjects 
are preſerved in the Archælogia of the Anti- 
guarian Society, of which he was member. 
His conduct towards me, on every occaſion, 
was to the laſt degree hoſpitable, friendly, 
and reſpectful: nor was he known to quit 
his ſtudy with ſuch readineſs on the 2 account 
of any other viſitor of equal ran. 
He compiled a book to prove the right 
of Sir George Warren, of Poynton, near 
Stockport, and patron of the benefice, to 
the barony of — Not more than fix 
copies, I think, of this work were printed-: 
Eyres of Warrington had this honour ; for 
it was, perhaps, the moſt accurate ſpecimen 
of typography ever produced by any preſs. 
He publiſht alſo a ſermon preached at 
Lancaſter affizes, and one on the thirtieth of 
January, in vindication of his conduct with 
reſpett to that day. When a curate, he 
_ uſually preacht on the anniverſary of this 
faſt, in defence of the tranſactions of thoſe 
times; a procedure, which naturally gave 


riſe to nn miſrepreſentation and ſurmiſe. 
He 


0585 


He accordingly printed verbatim the only 
ſermon on this ſubject, that eſcaped the de- 
ſtruction of his houſe at Rrpponden in York- 
ſhire by fire. When rector of Stockport he 
diſcouraged the performance of the ſervices 
cuſtomary on that day, but ſuffered the 
curates to follow their own inclinations in 
this reſpect. 
fen by 1 no means deſtitute of notions 
fancy; had written ſome good ſongs, and 

was poſſeſſed of a moſt copious collection of 

bon- mots, facetious ſtories, and humourous 
compoſitions of every kind, both in verſe 
and proſe, written out with uncommon ac- 
curacy and neatneſs. 

He once had a news-paper altercation, 


with the celebrated DR. By ROM, as he was 


commonly called, of Mancheſter; author 
among other poems, of that admirable bal- 
lad in the eighth volume of the Spettator, 
written when he was an undergraduate of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, in the warmth 
of affection for Fanny the youngeſt daughter, 
I believe, of the great Dr. Bentley, then 


maſter of that n, and grandmother, if 
8 I miſ- 


—_— —— —  _z__—___ 


tas 


1 miſtake not, of the , dia, Conc 


BERLAND; 


| My time, 0 ye Makes, e eee 


The ſubjett of their diſpute was, # turning 

to the eaſt and bowing at the name of 
« Jeſus.“ The doctor could not write pr ofe, | 

but poured out Hudibraſtic verſe in a copi- 
ous and perennial ſtream with the fluency 


of common converſation. Our vector en- 
gaged this poetical champion with his own 


weapon; and combated the ſuperſtition of 


his antagoniſt with vivacity and ſucceſs. 
I reſided fome weeks under the hoſpitable 
roof of this intelligent and entertaining man: 


during which time DR. PorTEvs, the pre- 


fent Biſhop of Tendon, came there and 
lodged with us, in the progreſs of his pri- 


mary vilitation, as B: hop * Cheſter. "His 


lordſhip underſtanding that I was juſt come 
from Cambridge, with diſtinguiſhed affability 

and condeſcenſion directed the converſation 
to this point; and, among other remarks 


upon the ſtate of the wntverfity at that 


time, * ec that no ä 
pro- 
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3 proviſion was made for regular leftures in 


Theology ; an idea which he had formerly 


enforced in an excellent ſermon preached 
by him for his doctor's degree at the com- 


mencement in 1767, I obſerved upon this, 


that theological inſtruttion, as a part of aca - 


demical education, was undoubtedly a very 


important conſideration in itſelf; but I 
thought an unbtaſſed diſpaſition for en- 
quiry into religious truth was of much 
higher conſequence: and it was to be feared, 


that no lectures could be given diveſted of 


all peculiarities of opinion, which would 
hardly fail to introduce themſelves, 1 in ſpite 
even of the watchfulneſs of integrity itſelf, 


for the purpoſe of defending fy/kems and 
eftabliſhments : and this inconvenience, I 
humbly thought, no advantages. of inſtruc- 
tion could compenſate. The 6b:/hop in reply, 
did not think fuch a partiality a neceſſary 


concomitant of theſe lectures in proper 


hands. And here our diſputation ended; 
as I thought it improper for me to urge the 
argument with eagerneſs and pertinacity. 


rector, * The biſhop, no doubt, would think 


«me 


When his lordſhip left us, 1 ſaid to the 
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me Avery forward youth!“ No; ſays 1 
ſo far from that, he expreſst his ſatisfaction 
with your converſation, and lamented that 
the ſtraitneſs of his time ſhould prevent a 
longer enjoyment of your company 
We had a general confirmation at that 
time in Stockport church ; and during the 
celebration of this inſufferable' farce, this 
cheek-by-jorl exercitation, I remember ſay- 
ing to Mr. Wilde of Chadkirk, in all the 
reſtleſſneſs of impatience to be delivered 
from ſuch an ignominious confinement ; 
what I hope the reader will think a very 
ingenious and pertinent quotation ; | 


Turpe eſt diffciles habere nugas, 
Et ſtultus labor eſt ineptiarum *. 5 


But this excellent perſon juſt mentioned, 
muſt not be paſſed over with ſuch a curſory 

memorial. His ſtedfaſtneſs of integrity de- 
mands a eee tne of pen from 


* And yet, I remember, when I was confirmed at King- : 


fon, a woman, old enough to have been my grandmother, 
underwent this operation for the fourth time at leaſt. © 1 


feel myſelf,” ſaid ſhe, * ſo much ſtrengthened by As | - 


biſbop's wands | !'  Crede 8 a et habes, 


a con- 


( 269 ) 

duped e ee He 
continued through life on a ſmall cure of 
forty pounds a year, and might have united 
an adjoming benefice to his little income, 
had he been willing to repeat his e. 
tion to the articles of our church. His 
dioceſan, greatly to his honour, the prelate 
now before us *, profeſst himſelf ready to 
indulge the ſcruples of his conſcientious 
brother, but found ſuch indulgence mcom- 
patible with the duties of his office. 
Mr. Milde was a contemporary at Brazen- 
Noſe with the rector, Mr. Watſon ; and, ſince 
the inſolence of Bis nor HorsLEy delights 
in repreſenting us Heretics, as a ſet of 
: mortals Mos by nothing but viru- 


an » Whom. I am happy in any opportunity of com- 
mending: 


Scilicet uni aun, virtuli, atque gjus amicis. 


Ox &5 nabons Tov vgn a, an 6s rf ro | Tagey 
dum mom | 


Potvas. | 


Ea laus —_ fe poteftat debet excelſe, cum hs rods et 
. | ſecus 1 OE pateat locus. 
An. se. 


2 


lence and „ I will ſubjoin 


below a ſhort note, which he once fent me 


on returning Mx. Evanson's letter to 


Bis nor Hun, as a clear proof, though on 
a trivial and incidental occaſion, of his 
eleganee 19 ner and Fe, of 


uur. . 26, . L 


Six, 
I leave home to-morrow mornin ng FR 
may probably be abſent a fortnight. I 


have directed this pamphlet to be ſent to 
you; which I have read with great pleaſure, 


and for which I return you my thanks. 


I with I could think with Mr. Evanſon, 


that a reformation, ſo greatly wanted, muſt 
and will ere long take place. I am not fo 


ſanguine; nor can I entertain quite ſo fa- 
vourable an opinion of mankind.—I do not 
believe that there is virtue enough left 


among us to effect a reformation of any 


conſequence: and I am verily perſuaded— | 
that if the BizLE was burnt to-morrow, 


and the ALCORAN introduced and eſta- 


bliſhed in it's ſtead, we ſhould ſtill, provided 
a 1 


( 08 13 


the emoluments were the ſame, have plenty 


of BISHOPS, PRIESTS, and DEACONS. - 
Wherever and whatever you are; whether, 
as fame reports is likely to be the caſe 


irrupta tenet copula ; or whether you chuſe, 
 pulſare terram pede libero I ſincerely wiſh 
you health, and all poſſible happineſs, and 


am your moſt humble derart, 
| 106 WiIIp RE. 


But, with the PLES have I will beak 


through the fence of chronology to purſue 
my anecdotes of BisHoe PoxTEus, as far 
as I am perſonally concerned in them. 


About three years after, he came to War- 


rington in Lancaſhire, where I then lived, 
on a vi/itation, and to conſecrate a chapel in 


that town. He was entertained by my 


much reſpetted friend Mx. Owen, then 
and at this day rector of the place; a 
man of moſt elegant learning, unimpeach- 


able veracity, and peculiar benevolence of 


heart *; who once SURE as highly of this 


fand | 


9 My 3 eee as a > apt) ſon of his Ming Mater 


(for he is an Oxonan) is a very good churchman, and, after 
| ſome rebukes, wonders. in filence at my outrageous herehes. 


M | But 


4 4 
5 


( 165 ) 


| brelate $ ee as myſelf. The con- 
verſation turned upon me. Mr. Owen men- 
tioned his acquaimance with me; which 
was then but flight. The Ag ſpoke 
handſomely of my character, and mentioned 

my commentary on St. Matthew with appro- 
bation; and moreover expreſst himſelf 
ready, if an opportunity ſhould offer, of 
doing me a ſervice. In confirmation of all 
' this, poor Glazebrooke, who had written a 
pamphlet againſt my treatiſe on baptiſm, and 
Was miniſter of the church which the b:/hop 
came to conſecrate, was received by his lord- 
ſap, as I was told, with great coolneſs on 
preſenting him with his performance. In 
conſequence of my good opinion of his 
lordſhip, corroborated by ſuch liberal con- 
duct, I dedicated afterwards to this biſhop 

an anonymous tract on the Nudy of theology, 


But fuch oppoſition of ſentiment does hot, I truſt, Teffen 
in any degree our mutual eſteem. This gentleman is the 
author of ſeveral ſermons and trafts ; but particularly of a 
new tranſlation of Juvenal and Perſius, with a preface and 
diſputations relative to his author, highly meritorious and 
inſtruttive. For propriety, perſpicuity, and elegance of 
| expreſhon Mr. Owen has not many equals, at a time when 
good 3g is become ſo e | | 


In 


( 16g ) 


in terms highly reſpectful and commenda- 
tory. When all my dependance for a com- 
fortable livelihood reſted on the acquiſition 


of a few pupils, and I thought his lordſhip! 
could not ſerve me in any way with more 
eaſe and leſs hindrance to himſelf, I pres 


ſumed to ſtate my ſituation to him, and 
requeſt his patronage in this reſpet. To 
this modeſt application of a Voor deacon, 


our gracious biſhop did not condeſcend to 
return an anſwer. Bis ROT PRETYMAN 


alſo was very liberal in theſe profeſſions of 
ſervice ®, and as faithful as his brother i m 
performing them. Mobile par fratrum !— 


Here it will be ſuggeſted by ſome: the 


e acrimony of your writings againſt the 


* eftabli ;/hment prevented their interference 


jn your behalf.” Not ſo: for their expreſ- 


ſions of good-will were ſubſequent to the 
moſt obnoxious of my publications.—And 


who muſt not be convinced, that with their 


connexion in the higher orders of ſociety, 
they might have patroniſed me in this 
reſpect, to the utmoſt extent of my fondeſt 


— — «Irs ev exerri pra@-. 
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iti without the leaſt detriment or ex- 
pence to themſelves, without any diminu- 
tion of claims and influence to the pre- 
judice of their own intereſt and views (for 
this is uſually the firſt conſideration of 


_ theſe people); becauſe the recommender of 


a tutor confers a favour on a parent rather 
than receives one; and with a good con- 
ſcience too, as they could not but allow my 
competency for this employment? But 


not ONE.of my old acquaintance and new 


admirers, high in ſtation and powerful in 
influence, ever befriended me in a SINGLE 
inſtance by their good offices in my behalf: 
but, while their gilded. veſſels drive before 
the gale in all their gallantry, diſdainfully 
ride by my little bark ; and behold it, with 
perfect unconcern, buffeted by the wind and 


| aſſailed by the wave. 


In connection with my Lord of London, 
a  deleftable anecdote enough, probably un- 
known even to his lordſhip, may be related 
with the utmoſt pertinency, touching his im- 
perious and perſecuting maſter, AR CHB1SHOP 
SECKER; a prelate, who thought himſelf 


bound, after the A of all profligate 


9 ts, 


( 26g ) 


converts, to recede as far as poſſible from 


the tolerant principles of his diſſenting edu- 

cation, that he might remove every ſuſ- 
picion, as Blackburne expreſſes it, of 
“ hankering after his old deviations.” 


Mr. Milliams of Nottingham, lately dead, 


and my intimate acquaintance, a difſenting 
miniſter, formerly chaplain in a family at 
Fairford in Glouceſterſhire, and on a very 
friendly footing with the well-known Dr. 
Atoll, rector of the place and head of a 


houſe in Oxford, was told by Mr. Statham, 
another diſſenting miniſter at Nottingham, 


that Secker, in converſation with Mr. Robert 
Dawſon, (who told Mr. Statham this cir- 


Kat da wiv ens wera Thy aanbuag, wn xpnobe ey Texpngus* 
à & eltuoarto vrepov, e tidar die daęn, riroreęa rau ra vroatere 
tua; Kai um, w aviges Abnvauoi, o dixauoregov eri, Tois eZapxns 
pnbeici TExpaigerVat warn, n To vregov TExTAVoners., Ta wev 


vag un tx Taideuotus, ann n Ts aanfluas mort. ra & brepor, 


| ence xau Tp To c D auTw. | 
- DzMOSTHENES, 
| — A. Non pudet 
|  Vanitatis D. er DUM OB REM. G. Sterguilinium 
| TzERENT. 


M 3 1 cum- 


„ 

"4 4 | 
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cumſtance) and fome other diſſenting mini · 

ters (about the time, I preſume, of Secker*s 
e among the ſectaries at Bolſover . 
n Derbyſhire), had expreſſed himſelf in 


terms, ſtrongly declaratory of his ambitious 


turn of mind. Aye,” ſays Dawſon; 
Nothing will do for you Secker! but 
e conformity. © No,” replied Secter, like 
another Hazaet, with indignant bed 1 
* CONFORM I NEVER CAN,” | 
I know no better epilogue to my farce, 
N which may well be denominated the theo- 
logical Proteus, than ſome lines of wr, 
n true child of 1 wit and nature, 


What's orthodox and true believing 
Againſt a conſcience ? A good living. 


; We es eee I GN EPE? 
About one thouſand pounds a year, 
And that which was proy'd true before, 
Prove falſe again ?. PN 


In 3 I quitted a and paſt 
two months with my brother at Richmond. 
I have faid above, that I married the 

niece, the brother's daughter, of my rector 
| | K | Mx. 
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Ma. Warsox. Her great grandfather 
and great grandmother, his grandfather and 
grandmother, were an inſtance of conjugal 
affection, that has never been exceeded, and 
of a mutual enjoyment of each other for a 
length of time, which probably the expe- 
rience or memory of no reader will be able 
to parallel. Their matrimonial connexion 
laſted ſeventy. Ave years, nor were they mar- 
ried ſo early in life, but that five years more 
might have been added to this period with- 
out any violation of uſage or propriety. 
They died nearly at the ſame time; lovely in 
their lives, and in their deaths ſcarcely. di- 
vided ; ſhe at the age of nnety-erght, he at 
the age of one hundred and ſeven years. He 
was uncommonly vigorous to the laſt, and 
was out a-hunting a ſhort time before his 
death ; and both died in full poſſeſſion of 
their faculties. There is a painting of 
him in the hall of Mr. Legh of Lyme in 
Cheſhare. 
Of this family was Joun Hzwzrr, 5 
D. D. the beloved chaplain of the favourite 
daughter of that extraordinary perſonage, 45Y 
| whoſe celebrity our poet has charafteriied Ma 
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with an uncxampled felicity of en 
| 2 85 : | 


See Cromwell, DAMN 00 netting 3 


This gentleman. was led Bar" tit ; 
interference in the royal cauſe, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt importunate interceſſions 
of his miſtreſs with her father, who is ſaid 
never to have denied any other favour to 
his darling child. My rector had a good 
painting of his anceſtor; and there is a print 
of him in Clarendon ; but whether it re- 
ſembles this picture or not, I cannot re- 
collect. 
During the time of my continuance at 
Richmond with my brother, I was made 
happy by the proſpe& of a very agreeable 
eſtabliſhment in life, without the embarraſſ- 
ments of thoſe ecclefiaſlical functions, which 


began now to be exceedingly irkſome to my 


Pope ſeems to be indebted for the original thought 
to my Loxd Rosconmon in his Eſſay on tranſlated 
Verſe, where he ſpeaks of Mavius : 


That wretch, in ſpite of his forgotten rhymes, 
CONnDEMN'D TO LIVE TO ALL SUCCEEDING TIMES, | 


feelings. 


( 169 ) 


feelings. The truſtees of Brewood ſchool 
in Staffordſhire advertiſed for a maſter, and 
referred for information of the particulars 
to Mr: Careleſs the Under-Mafter. I ap- 
plied to him accordingly; but was very 
particular in requeſting him to let me 
know, whether my ſubſcription to the Ar- 
ticles were neceſſary as a qualification to 
this appointment, as I was determined, in 

that caſe, to make no ſolicitations for the 
poſt, from an extreme averſion at that time 
to a public exhibition of myſelf as one, who 
could facrifice his intereſt to his er A 


* in 8 of this, I mall quote part of a e to _ 
friend Mr. Tyrwhitt on this occaſion : 


Rickmond, Surry, Sep. 10, 1778. 

The ſtate of my conviction is ſufficiently © de- 
* terminate to forbid any future ſubſcription, though not 
« to juſtify a formal relinquiſhment of my profeſſion, —I 
make very little account of the forfeiture of my fellow- 
* ſhip. That will fall a ſacrifice of courſe next commence- 
* ment, and poſſibly by ſome other means before that time; 
* which, as I ſhould prefer it on ſeveral accounts, ſo par- 
* ticularly on this; to avoid even the appearance of for- 
* ardneſs and oftentation : as that would not only be- 
e highly ungraceful in ſo young à man, but is itſelf an 
$6 abomination to me.“ 27 


The 


(e 


| The reply of "Mr. Careleſs was as decifive 
as I could wiſh; That no ſuch condition 
at all was neceſſary, Upon this informa - 


tion, I employed all my intereſt in procur- 
ing application to the truftees. At the in- 
| Rance of the preſent Brſhop of Cork, Dx. 


FarMER exerted his good offices in pro- 
curing me the intereſt of Sir Edward Lit 


| tel; and the whale progreſs. of the af- 


iir was ſo favourable to my ſuit, that. the 


ſchool was morally certain of coming into 
my hands. At this juncture, when juſt in 


poſſeſſion of the prize, I became ſenſible of 
| the miſinformation of Mr. Careleſs, and 


was compelled to abbey my 1 P 


tions. 


8 Ms. NEVIIE alſo, fellow of our col- 
lege, intereſted himſelf ſo far in my cauſe 
2s to wnite to Sir Edward Littleton, and to 
engage Mr. Mamwaring, fellowof St. John's, 


to folicit ſome of the truſtees in my behalf. 


As this gentleman, fo zealous for me on this 
application, is known to the republic of 


letters by his elegant. imitations of Horace, 
Juvenal, and Perſius, and his tranſlation of 


Virgil's Georgics, and was in every reſpect 


an 


A = r 2 


8 
— 2 
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| an” accompliſhed: ſcholar s; 1 ſhall inſert 


* letter to me on this occaſion. 


„ Ro 


IJ am favoured with your 8 0 the ruelfik 


and have a juſt ſenſe of your civil expreſ- 
ſions, which would admit of ſome abate- 
ment, did you but know what ſincere plea- 


ſure I took in giving your true character to 
Sir Edward : you would then perceive that 


by engaging in your intereſt I had not ſo 
much conferred as received an obligation. 
Give me leave to add, that you owe this 


application to no private attachment, of 


perſon or college, but to a ſenſe of duty : 
for I ſhould have condemned myſelf had 


my friend diſgraced himſelf or abuſed his 


Mr. Nevile was acquainted with Warburton, Biſhop 
Hurd, and Mr. Gray, and greatly reſpected for his peace- 
able and inoffenſive manners: but diſtinguiſhed by many 
innocent ſingularities, uncommon ſhyneſs, and a ſtammer- 
ing fpeech. Dr. Cary! merrily obſerved, that, when he 
| uſed bad words, he could talk fluently enough. A ſudden 

addreſs from a ſtranger would diſconcert him beyond con- 


ception. In one of his ſolitary rambles a countryman met 


him, and enquired the road. Tu- u- n,“ ſays Nevile, 
to: to- to- and ſo on for a minute, or two” at laſt he burſt 
out: # D=—n it, man / you'll get there before I can tell you.” 
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truſt by the want of any information wich 


I had it in my power to ſend him. I am 
very ſorry that any obſtacle ſhould lie in 


your way to an office for which you are : fo 


exquiſitely well qualified. | 
Believe me, dear Sir, 


With the warmeſt wiſhes for your welfare, 


Pour friend and ſervant, 
Je Col. „„ ma ein 
i e 


I could mention ſome farther circum- 
ſtances reſpecting Brewood-School, honour- 


Z able both to myſelf and my patrons on that 
occaſion ; whoſe kind opinions and friendly 
efforts will never be obliterated from my 


memory. But, as the gentleman, whom 


I particularly have in view, is ſtill alive, 1 
do not feel myſelf at liberty to produce his 

letter, however advantageous the light in 
which his character would be exhibited, as 


a man of genuine liberality, and a lover of 
merit, wherever he believes it to exiſt. 
Soon after- this diſappointment of my 


hopes, I accepted of a curacy at Liverpool, 


principally with a view by means of this 
| temporary 


( 173 ) 


temporary expedient, of eſtabliſhing a day- 
 Jehoot 1 in that town, if a ſuitable opportu- 
nity ſhould, preſent itſelf. Never did I live 


in any place, where the clergy were treated 


with leſs reſpect, or where I was myſelf ſo 


little noticed. Out of twenty miniſters of 
the eftabliſhment, and nearly as many of the 
_ diſſenting denominations, not one, to the 
beſt of my recollection, ever called on me, 
or ſhewed me the leaſt civility, except Dx. 
CRr1GAN, then miniſter at St. Ann's, now 

Biſhop of Sodor and Man. Indeed nothing 


could ſurpaſs the low condition of the 
Church-of- England clergy there for dignity 


of character, both in manners and in learn- 
ing, at that time. The gentleman juſt 
ſpoken of, Dr. and Mrs. Dobjon, a lady 
known to the world by her life of Petrarck 
and other works, Mr. Milliam Rathbone the 
Quaker, and my friend Dr. Gregory, now 
domeſtic chaplain to the Biſiop of Landaf, 
were the only people of rational ideas and 
inſtructive converſation, who ever conde- 
ſcended to ſolicit my acquaintance. My 
rector, Mr. Maddoch, was then infirm, and 
reſided at ſome diſtance from the town. 

| On 


Ty 174 * 


One day; 1 rememl r 
ing with me on the ſubject oo cy diffaris- 
faction with the conſtitution and dottrines 
of our church; of which ſentiments'I made 
no ſecret at any time, when a good end 
could be accompliſhed by a declaration of 
ſides, but without the leaſt tendency to paſ- 
ſion and ill humour in either of us, I finiſht 
the debate by a plain queſtion, which I 
heartily wiſh every member of our c/urc/; 
eſtabliſument to put to his own conſcience ; 


and to anſwer it deliberately and ſolemnly, 


according to the report of that faithful arbi- 
ter, as he expects to render an account of 
his actions to the GREAT UMPIRE of the 
univerſe. Tell me plainly, Mr. Maddock : 
did you ever read the Scriptures, with 
the expreſs view of enquiring into the 
doctrine of a 71inity, EARLY IN L1FE, and 
* before your preferment, or your proſpects 
of preferment, might contribute to in- 
* fluence your judgement, and made it con- 

tt ventent for you to acquieſce?” © Why 
« then,” ſays he, . if you aſk me that, I muſt 
= * honeſtly own, I NEVER 515. It is 7 

ſcarcely 


( #75 ) 
ſcarcely needful to add, that he moleſted 
me no more on theſe: queſtions *. N 
Wilſt I continued at Liverpool, 1 perſe- 
vered in reading the New and Old Teſtaments 
with all poſſible attention and aſſiduity. 
My objections to the creed of my forefathers 
vere daily multiplied, and my determina- 
tion to quit the church for ſome other line 
of life the firſt opportunity was already 


made. My attachment, however, to'theology 


would never ſuffer me to think with tran- 
juillity of transferring myſelf to any other 
profeſſion ; independant of additional ob- 


jettions of a ſerious nature to ſuch an 


alterdtzon-1 in my FR of life. 


The French war had bank now raging for 


fone months, and ſeveral. hundreds of pri- 
1 had Leun brought into Liverpool > 


222 — Ades n multumeſt 1 / 


| VII. 
It is too late to examine the qualifications and manners 
of a maſter, when we have fold ourſelves to his ſervice. 
Jus habet ille ſui, palpo quem * ſnantem 
c, e ? 1 
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(a) 


che provateers 6 frequently viſited t them in 
their e eee, and was much mortified 
and aſhamed at their uniform complaints of 


hard uſage, and a ſcanty allowance of un- 


wholeſome proviſion. What J occaſionally 
obſerved in my viſits, gave me but too much 
reaſon to believe the repreſentations of this 
pleaſing people, maintaining their national 
ſprightlineſs and good:humour undamped 
even by captivity. | I kept my ſuſpicions 
ſecret ; but wrote an anonymous letter to 
the mayor, ſtating: my obſervations and 
ſentiments on the ſubject. I was happy to 
learn very ſoon the good effects of my in- 
terſerence from the priſoners: themſelves : 
and the commifſary, the author of their 
wrongs, was preſently ſuperſeded : whether 
in conſequence of my detection of his 1ni- 


5 quities, I could never learn; but, when 1 


met him in the ſtreet, there was fire in his 
eye, and fury on his viſage. 

Towards the concluſion of one of my 
ſermons, 1 was led by the proximity of the 
ſubject, to condemn, in terms of the utmoſt 
aſperity, and ſomewhat hypertragical, the 


n practice of aggravating the calamities 


( 77 
Ml war by the rapine and injuſtice of private 


hoſtility. This, in a place ſo habitually 


immoral in this reſpect, the grand mart of 
the African ſlave trade and of privateering 
in that war! excited of courſe no ſmall 
degree of reſentment againſt the author of 
ſuch outrageous doctrine. I was acquainted 
with no other effect of my interference at 
that time beſides malignity againſt myſelf; 
but learnt ſome years afterwards, that the 

nerves of one lady were ſo agitated by the 


thunder of my lecture, as to allow herſelf and 


huſband no reſt, till he had ſold his ſhare in a 


hrivateer. The remark of Pomfret, though 


not poetical, is generally true; and I pro- 
feſs to rank among the number of thoſe, 


if there be ſuch beſides myſelf, who are 


firmly perſuaded of the very ſuperior love- 
lineſs of diſpoſition and nne of heart 


in the weaker ſex: 1 


For there's that foftneſ i th 
Which in a man's we exanct boys to find. 


The principal cauſe of the multitude of 
pHrivateers from Liverpool, during the French 
and American war, was the impediment 
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cord but not genera | 
other I ſhall give ſuch authority, as will 


e 
_ which this event had put in the way of the : 


"African ſlave trade, whole head-quarters, as 
I have obſerved, are fixed at this place. 
In addition to the other evidences of cruelty 


_ attendant on this execrable traffic, which 


nothing can reſiſt, as Mx. Fox, with an 


energy becoming the greatneſs and ſen- 


fiblity of his foul, nobly expreſst it, but © an 


< impenetrable heart or an inacceſſible un- 
0 derſtanding * I will produce two facts, 9 5 


one of which indeed is ſomewhere on re- 
Ily known, and for the 


leave nothing to be diſputed but my own 


| veractty ; of which rr, one may Judge 
as he pleaſes. 


Since the concluſion of the laſt war it 
came out in evidence on a trial in NMeſmin- 


er- Hall, that a flave-flup, laden with her 


commodity, had been ſo long detained on 


the paſſage, as to be reduced to a ſhort al- 


lowance of water and proviſions. Their 


diſtreſs was every day increaſing. The 


captain had an opportunity of ſaving his 
crew and cargo, by taking refuge in a. 


T French illand: but mw the hope of his 


traffic 


(v9) 
traffic was gone. In ſhort, he continued 
on the ſeas ſo long, as to be reduced to 
great neceſſity indeed: and the mode of 
alleviation adopted by this greedy ſavage 
was, to bring the blacks one by one out of 
their dungeon up to the deck, and throw 
them overboard to the number of one 
hundred and thirty. The account, I think, 
is in one of the Annual Regrfters. I relate 
from memory, but am not far, I hope, from 
the truth, even to exactneſss. 
Another Liverpool captain, ſtill alive, in a 
large company at Buxton, related what two 
particular friends of mine have alſo heard 
him relate: that a female flaveon her voyage 
ſretted herſelf to ſuch a degree on account 
of an infant child, whom ſhe had brought 
with her, that, apprehenſive for her health, 
« I ſnatcht the child,” ſaid this monſter, 
glorying in his unparalleled brutality ; I 
* ſnatcht the child from her arms, knockt 
* 1t's head againſt the fide of the ſhip, and 
« threw it into the ſea.” I hope my me- 
mory is exact even in the menuteſt circum- 
ſtaners of this ſtory, which almoſt exceeds 
* 2 pf belief: 


(ad). 


belief: as to the capital fact, that is 
moſt certain. | 
Now I ſhould be glad to know upon what 


grounds the Houſe of Commons could vindi- 


_ cate their conduct in refuſing to liſten to 
ſo general and unanimous a requiſition for 
the abolition of this traffic from all deno- 
minations and deſcriptions of people, as, I 
ſuppoſe, has ſeldom been diſplayed on any 
other occaſion. I would put the queſtion 
eſpecially to thoſe ſervile prevaricating 
_ wretches, who had grounded their moſt ſpe- 
cious pretenſions of oppoſition to the Coal:- 
tion-Members, in a tone of whining ſuppli- x 
cation, upon a determination “ to liſten in 
all caſes to the inſtructions of their con- 
« ſtituents.” What language will under- 
take to ſtigmatize ſuch reptiles with ſuitable 

| ſeverity? 

As for Mr. Wilberforce, his exertions in 


tis cauſe have, I dare ſay, been very lau- 


dable; but I muſt beg leave to withhold my 


general commendations from a man, who 


frevaricated on the queſtion of the zeft-laws, 


* Napa Bes- jeev. n aeu arytorw n nas \rudodotew de doo ha 
G n POLYBIUs. | 
and 


TT 


and can ſupport our Miniſter in every pro- 
| fligate and unconſtitutional meaſure of his 


adminiſtration with unbluſhing uniformity. 
And it is moſt wonderful to me, how any 
man, endowed with the ſmalleſt portion of 
_ diſcernment, and capable of the feebleſt ex- 
ertions of the reaſoning faculty, can allow 
Mr. Pitt the merit of fincerity on this ſub- 


jet. I know many will be ſhocked at the 


uncharitableneſs of this inſinuation: but 
before theſe good admirers of the Miniſter 


allow ſcope to their indignation, I muſt 
entreat them, I muſt entreat Mr. Pitt him 


ſelf, to anſwer one plain queſtion. But 1T 
is ANSWERED, by facts of indubitable evi- 


| dence, and convincing beyond his oath, or 


the united oaths of all the intereſted. and 
prejudiced votaries of this gentleman un- 
der heaven: 


% Mx. Pirr! had you conceived the 
* abolition of the flave-trade neceſſary to 


the preſervation of your power and to the 
maintenance of your place, COULD vo 


© NOT HAVE CARRIED THAT MEASURE? | 


© Anſwer me.“ 


4 « Where be your vaunts now? Quite dr., 
*F | | Still, 
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Still, however, even many Diſſenters, good 
fouls! have not been driven by the re. 
peated duplicities and impoſtures of this 
crafty politician from their admiration of 
his character, and their dependance on his 
patriotiſm. Such Nencompoops deſerve to 
be cajoled, and from him they will meet 
with their deſerts. There is, gentle reader! 
1 5 of pride in this pertinacity: they are 

fond of N monde wo have 
been ona 


; edi I: was www at K. Mw hin 
thunder of the Church was iſſued in an exe: = 

Wi OO EY prayer, but et his aer 
all thoſe unchriſtian words and clauſes, 
vhich conſtituted the very life and ſoul of 
the compoſition to the generality of my 
hearers, I perceived in an inſtant no ſmall 
buſtle amongſt thoſe mighty men, the 
church. auurdens. The ſhrug of the ſhoulder, 
the elevation of the hand, the whiſper in 
the ear, during the ſervice, were indubitable 
ſigns of the violence of that ſtorm which 
was going to burſt. upon my devoted head 


( 3s ) 


in che ve/txy. © We hall inform the Biſhop, 
« Sir, of this conduct. But theſe impor- 


tant people were ſoon convinced, chat they 
had got in King Harry's homely phraſe, 


the wrong om by th 7. e 


men!“ ſays I, © not. one pin do I care for 

all that you can ſay or do: and when you 
« write to my Lord the Biſhop, preſent my 
e moſt humble duty to his lordſhip, and tell 

him, that. I care as little for his reſent- 
ment as for yours. 1 believe no letter 
on the ſubject has reached the Biſio to this 


A my ſermons were uſually compoled in 


che week before I preacht them; (for I 


never borrowed a line from any man what- 

ever). by the aſſiſtance of a tolerably tena- 
cious memory, I had ſeldom occaſion to 
look upon the book: a practice, attended 
with tua excellent eſſects, without which 


preaching can ſcarcely be approved by any 
congregation. Your voice is not loſt in the 


pulpit, but diffuſes itſelf through the church; 
and the audience are impreſſed with a 
500. opinion of your abilities, which is 
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highly ſerviceable in ſecuring attention and 
adding authority to your inſtructions. I 
have been told, that when my friend the 

Biſhop of Cork, who is gifted with a very 
fluent eloquence, firſt entered on a curacy 
near Cambridge, the town was overrun with 
methodifts, His diſcernment readily pointed 

out the principal cauſe of the emptineſs of 
the church, whilſt the neighbouring barn 
teemed with catechkumens ; namely, the hum 
drum method of fixing the eye immoveably 
upon the book ; where nothing diſtinguiſhes 


the exhibitioner from a ſtatue of wood or | 


ſtone, but the droning whine and the mumb- 


Urng lip. He adopted inſtantly the extem- 


poraneous mode of preaching, and ſoon 
transferred the ſwarm into his own hive. 
Had I continued my miniſtrations in the 
Church, I ſhould have purfued the ſame me- 
thod, as I had made the experiment in part 
with "ſucceſs, by delivering tuo diſcourſes 
on the Lord's Prayer, from a few lines con- 
taming only introductory words of ſen- 
tences. It was my intention alſo, alter- 
nately to expound the Scriptures inſtead of 
a > awd 'a moſt edifying and eſſential 
exerciſe, 


( w ). 


exerciſe; but ſcarcely praftiſed wth a "IM 
and frequency, commenſurate to it's impor- 
| tance, by any denomination of Chriſtzans, 
with which I am nnn ; 


On Monah 2gd, 1779, I vacated my fel. 
| lowſhip by marriage, of which I informed 
the maſter of our college on that day. . 
This matrimonial engagement was ſeveral 
weeks after greeted by the Hyſon- club, con- 
formably to the laws of our ſociety, with 
the following billet, 


Tux reſident 1 of the Hola Club 
preſent their compliments to Mr. and Mrs. 
Wakefield, and beg leave to congratulate 
them on the happy occaſion of their late 

marriage. „ 

„ e Wain, 
WILLIAM PEARCE, 
_ GegorcGt PRETYMAN, 
Isaac MiIINER, 
Geo. MouNnsExy, 

Eo bad. 0 oe: oes:; 
Cambridge, 

May 13, 1779. gf 
This 


(186 5 


This billet vas not ſo immediately ſubſe. 
quent to the tranſathon, (which came at 
the time to their knowledge) as to fill up 
the meaſure of complimentary civility ; and 
now excites in my memory a circumſtance 
I mend by Suetontus: Tiber 52. 
When the Trojan ankles waited 

upon him with their condolences on the 
death of his ſon- Drufus, ſomewhat out of 
date; he replied; with the utmoſt compoſure 
of countenance; © I beg, gentlemen! your 
s acceptance in return of my hearty condo- 
_** Tence on that melancholy event, the loſs of 
« you? Woftrious towns-man; Hector.“ | 


: As I never intended: to proceed in my | 
degrees on account of the requiſite ſubſcrip- 
tion, and could therefore propoſe to myſelf 


no end from continuing my connection with 


the college, I deſired my name to be taken 
from the boards. About the ſame time, I 

had exchanged my labourious and unpro- 
fitable curaey at St. Peter's for that of St. 
Paul's; which had lefs of the drudgery of 
the profeſſion, and left me more leiſure: for 

my ſtudies. It now became neceſſary for 
| N 1 


(*#) 
me to attempt ſome plan of life more luera- 
tive than a'curacy ; eſpecially too, as Thad 
reſolved to relinquiſh my ſtation in the 
churcli as ſoon as poſſible. Accordingly, I 
_ publiſhe ſome propoſals for opening a day- 
ſchool in Liverpool but the good citizens, 
meaſuring my conſequence by the ſtandard 
of the pedagogical tribe already ſtationed 
among them, and eſteeming me on that 
account unreaſonable in my terms, ſeemed 
indiſpoſed to give me the leaſt portion of 
encouragement. I was delivered from the 
mortification of diſappointment aſter a 
longer trial of my ſcheme, by a new. adven- 
ture in my eventful hiſtory, which ſhall be 
ſoon related in it's chronological order to 
the reader. 
| Whilſt I officiated at St. Paul's for one of 
the miniſters, who was generally abſent, and 


2 fellow of Brazen-No et in Oxford®, his col- 
league 


The mention of that college excites in my mind the 
recollection of a pleaſant paſſage, that happened during 
my reſidence in Liverpool. A large company was dining at 

the Golden Lion one of which was a Welſk curate, with a 
very inſignificant appearance; meanly dreſſed and of a 


{mall meagre perſon, Near him ſat a wag of a gigantic 
| fixe 


(88 ) 


league died; and it Was kindly hinted to me 
by one of the principal inhabitants of the 
place, that the corporation, who have the 
diſpoſal of all the preferments in the town, 
would nominate me his ſucceſſor upon 
proper application to their body. I had 
determined upon another courſe, and con- 
ſequently forbore any exertions for | the 
attainment of an object, now become un- 
_ palatable to any feelings. | 


{About this time, the truflees of Warring- 
ton Academy in Lancaſhire had come to a 


ſize and thundering accent; remarkable for an enormous 
noſe on his impudent face. The little parſon was imme 
diately fixed upon, as a good ſubject for the raillery of this 
important gentleman : who ſet himſelf accordingly to roaſt 
the dolor for the entertainment of the gueſts, * I preſume, 
Doctor! you have had a college education.” © Yes, Sir,!“ 
«You look as if you had.” * You too, Sir! no doubt, have 
enjoyed the advantages of academical inſtruction.” #* Cer- 

« tainly, Sir! I have.” «You are a member, I make no 
queſtion, of Bxazen-Noss College.” * You ſcoundrel! 
& what do you mean by that?” The diſputants came to 
blows: and our eccleſiaſtic pugilift, to the amazement of the 
ſpeRators, proved ſuch a David to this Goliah, as made him 
ſpeedily repent of his temerity and importance in provok- 
ing one, who could thump a cuſhion or pummel an antagoniſt 
with equal vigour and dexterity, 


"reſolution 


( 189 ) 1 
reſolution of appointing a diſtinct tutor for 
the claffical department, and were inclined 
to make choice of a clergyman of the 
eſtabliſhment. Mr. Gore, a worthy book- 
ſeller in Liverpool, who had conceived an 
opinion of my liberality of ſentiment from 
the books, which I had occaſionally en- 
quired for at his ſhop, mentioned this cir- 
cumſtance to his friend the Rev. Mx. 
Gopwix, a diſſenting clergyman in the 
neighbourhood of Liverpool, and one of the 
truſtees at Warrington : a man not to be 
named by me without that tribute of reſpett, 
which is due indeed from all, to amiable 
manners, ſtri integrity, maſculine ſenſe, 
ſimplicity, benevolence, and hoſpitality. 
DR. BrxAnDRETH, a phyſician of great and 
deſerved eſtimation in Liverpool, called upon 
me at the requeſt of Mr. Godwin to mention 
their propoſals; and, in conſequence of this 
application, I went over to talk with Mr. 
Godwin upon the ſubjectt. At this inter- 
view, he informed me more particularly of 
the intention of the truſtees, and their wiſh 
to engage a Church-of- England clergyman. 
I replied immediately, that I was ſorry for 

5 this 


CN ee On Ine CORE 
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P the A A yell | and was. 8 : 
apprehenſive, that I {hould not ſufficiently 


coincide with the views of the trigſtees on 


this occaſion, Before our departure, how- 


ever, (for I was accompanied by Dr. 


Brandrein) this difficulty ſeemed to diſap- 
pear; and it was thought expedient, and 
with perfect propriety, that I ſhould pro- 
cure ſome teſtimonials of my character and 


competency ſor ſuch an employment. 
I had mentioned DR. Joux JE BB as one, 

who knew me well, and could give ſuch an 

account of me, as, I doubted not, would be 


perfectly ſatisfadtory to the truſtees. I wrote 
to Cambridge alſo for a college-teſtimonaal, 
and one was ſent: but, finding it couched 
in a ſtyle of formal inſipidity, and ſuch as 
the maſler and fellows would have granted 

offictaily to many, whom they had much 


leſs reaſon to eſteem than myſelf, without 


any appropriate recommendation, I turned 


it over without delay to the diſcipline of 
that worthy receiver of all literary rubbiſh, 


the limping deity of Lemnos. Nor woulda 
more {| Nite teſtimony have contributed 
materially 


„ 29wa<5 _ ax a 3 SEES 


materially to the furthe of it 
The character given of me a Dx. Jann 
through the medium of DR. PRIESTIEx, 
had ſo entirely ſecured the approbation of 
the truſtees, as even to cut off at once every 
hope of another candidate, powerfully ſup- 
ported and long connected with the inſtitu- 
tion and it's patrons. I vas not made 
acquainted for {ſome time with the friendly 
interference of DR. Iz BB in this buſineſs; 
and, after I was acquainted, delayed my 
acknowledgements to him much longer than 
was conſiſtent with civility a proper 
ſenſe of his kindneſs. 1 ſhall inſert the 
DOCTOR'S reply to my letter. af 


DAR SIR, 


I received your obliging favour ; and am 
ſorry you gave yourſelf a moment's diſqui- 
etude upon the ſubject you mention. In 
acting as I did, I paid that tribute to your 
ability and your worth which I was entitled 
to do from my acquaintance with you, and 
the opinion Mr, Tyrwhitt had formed of 
you; and 1 ſhould have therefore been 

dlawoable not to have acted as L did.” 7 


rejoice 


iti 0 


rejoice that the ſituation is much 23 you 
approve. That it is one wherein you can 
be uſeful to mankind is certain; and that 
you really will be uſeful is no leſs ſure. 
I ſhall always hear of you with pleaſure; 
and be glad to hear from you mr 
| 4 gu ſhall do me that favour, 
a * am, with great eſteem, 
Your's ſincerely, 
© Jonny Js, 


Craven-ſtreet, + 
12th Aug. 1780. re legs ed 
Critical knowledge applied to the Greek 
Teſtament is much wanted, I have no 
doubt but you will think it an cs ant wor- 
thy your attention. 


One eker event, of a moſt ſingular com- 
plexion, fell out before I quitted Liverpool, 
Which, on account of the important con- 
celuſion to be deduced, in my opinion, very 
reaſonably from it, I ſhall now circumſtan- 
tially record. I have mentioned above; 
that one of the miniſters of St. Paul's died 
during my connexion with that church. 
This mo had, I believe, been brought 

up 


RE oo 
up among the diſſenters of the Preſbyteriait 

denomination : he was at leaſt their miniſter 
for ſome years in Ltverpool at Bens -· Garden 
Chapel,, Whilſt he continued with this con- 
gregation, he had the character of an excel- 
lent preacher, and was very popular among 
them, He afterwards conformed, whetl. er 
upon any occaſion of diſguſt, or quarrel, 
between him and his people, I do not diſ- 
tincily remember, and am not ſure that I 
ever knew. Certain it is, whilſt I was at 
St. Paul's, his character was very low indeed 
as a preacher, nor did he ſeem in much 
higher eſtimation as a man. My rector had 
frequently intimated his ſufpicions of the 
honeſty of his colleague ; and fignified to me 
a conviction that his reverend brother yu R+ 
LOINED the ſacrament- money, upon this 
proof, of more money being counted by the 
church. wardens from the collection in the 
galleries only, than what the ſum total from 
the whole church was afterwards found to 
equal. No man of ordinary candour would 
_ haſtily give credit to ſuch a dreadful accu- 
fation of a brother; and my diſpoſition to 
ſuſ) _—_ of judgement was conſiderably 
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— by the cordial hats which 
theſe two teachers and-profeſſors of the evan- 
gelical ſyſtem of love and peace were known 
to have imbibed for the perſons of each 
other. My rector, as an Oxonian, was 
ſtaunch to the principles of his nurſe both 
in politics and religion; and therefore an 
enemy to e and every thing related 
to them. The next ſacrament ſunday was 
agreed upon between us for the ſeaſon of 
detection: but ſeveral elapſed before illneſs 
would ſuffer the ſuppoſed culprit to attend. 
The day, however, came at laſt; and theſe 
eyes were witneſſes to the theſt of our ſacri- 
legious grey-beard. We ſecretly determined 
to charge him with the offence; but what 


other meaſures we had intended to purſue, 


I cannot now recall to memory. Death, 
however, intercepted thoſe intentions, what- 
ever they might be. He never entered the 
church after that day. He fickened imme- 
diately, and died. I went to ſee the poor 
forſaken unhappy man in his fatal illneſs, 
from pure commiſeration of his condition; 
but nothing beyond e A paſt 
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Now my inference from this circumſtance 


is as gs but obſerve reader! I do not 


advance it as an univerſal truth, though as 


deciſively ſettled in my own mind; of which, 
however, every perſon mult take the liberty 
of judging as he pleaſes. I ſay then, It 
is IMPOSSIBLE, in my opinion, that any 
* man, who has been educated in the true 
principles of diſſent from the eſtabliſhment, 
can afterwards conform with a good con- 
« ſcrence.” By the true principles of diſſent, 


[ underſtand an abjuration of all human 


authority in propounding and enforcing 


articles of faith; collected by men as the 


doctrines of the ſcripture, in their own 


terms and according to their own interpre- 
tation; becauſe a compliance with ſuch an 


authority is a literal abjuration of the ſu- 


premacy of Chriſt in his own kingdom 
againſt the moſt explicit commands of Chriſt 
himſelf. Senſible Non-conformiſts af theſe 


times would not ſeparate from the effadlifh-. 


ment for the wearing of a ſurphce or kneeling 
at the Lord's ſupper, which appendages of 


devotion ſo much diſtinguiſhed their fore- 
3 and continue to diſguſt ſome of 


© 2 their 
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their abſurd and unlearned children at this 
day. The foundation, on which . rational 
difſenters build their oppoſition, is that 
which I have laid; and, I own, a very 
ſtrong preſumption. would be raiſed in my 
mind to the diſadvantage of. the moral 
character of an apoſtate from this prin- 
ciple. The melancholy inſtance related 
above is a very, pertinent corroboration 
of my ideas. 
At Liverpool was a non-confarms it preacher 
of uncommon celebrity for his oratorical 
vociferation, and attended by a numerous 
congregation, who amply provided for him. 
He was inveighing loudly one Fay, in the 
preſence of my rector againſt the magi- 
rates for ſuffering an itinerant brother to 
perform his miniſterial functions in the open 
air, on account of the incommoding crouds 
about him. Now are not you a. pretty 
. fellow, 1 ſaid Maddoch, to enjoy the benefits 
of. toleration in your own, way, and not 
allow this poor traveller the a indul- 


* gence: with gourfelf. Pn 
"Obſt Kottom, et v hos monk bel. 
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This conſiſtent diffenter was preaching a 
ſermon for the inſir mary; and, among other 

arguments to effect his ptrpole; is faid to 
have pleaſantly obſerved, that no man, 
„ ſuch was the importance and excellence 
of the inſtitution ! could poſſibly be pre- 
« vented from beftowing liberally according 
* to his ability, but by ſome diſtreſs of cir- 
* cumſtanees. Whoſoever, therefore, he 
added, ſhrinks from his duty on this oc 
« fon, muſt be inevitably concluded to be in 

debt. = The conſequence was a plentiful 
contribution. 

I have heard of another diſſenting miniſter, 
who employed in a ſimilar caſe an argument 
_ equally humonrous and facceſsful. 4+ Me- 
thinks,“ ſays this arch divine; © Methinks 
« I hear ſome of you excuſe yourſelves by 
« aftedging the great ſums you intend to 
_ « bequeath to theſe charitable inſtitutions at 

your death. I am glad to hear it. Com- 
* mendable indeed it is, to be charitable at 
« any time. But, in the mean while, the 

* poor muſt not /tarve in expectation of 

_ « your liberality ; and we, the friends and 
* FO of the poor, ſhall think ourſelves 
1 3 ">" 
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© in duty bound to offer up our moſt en 
L ſupplications to the Father of Mereies, that 
he would be pleaſed as ſoon as poſſible 70 
tale you to himſelf for their benefit,” — 
The audience were. terrified jnto charity; 
and the effect was anſwerable to the moſt 
Karen wiſhes of the preacher *, . 


1 loves to Waring ton | in e 1779, 
previouſly to the annual commencement of 
our  ſeffuons at the academy in September; and 
| In, is amy intention to give in or pings 


4 „There is current another . 4 void of feſti- i 
vity, concerning that Liverpool Divine above mentioned, | 
which unhappily confirms what an acquaintance of mine, 
a captain of a ſhip, once ſaid ;- that he never ſwore on land, 
þut, if he did not beging 4 a ſoon as he got on- beard, nobody 
regarded] 8 | 
One day in the week was not unfreqquaily allotted to 
the i in ſtructip n of the ſailors, with whom the preacher, by 
no means 11 his diſcredit, had in former life been better 
| acquainted, One of theſe men ſtood in the door-way on 
a cold evening, and held it open, to the great annoyance 
of the congregation, * Be h gaod as to ſhut that door 
there !” ſays the preacher. No notice was taken of this 
civil requeſt, . Pray, good man l. let that door be ſhut 
This repigition of ſoft and civil accents was cqually unſuce 
.ceſsful., The preacher at laſt thundered out: D— your 
bg, you n of a b! ſhut that we 1 9 45 . Twas : 


| my 5m 2 
beſt 


C 
beſt account I can both of the inſtitution and 


of my aſſociates in conducting the tuition of 


it; which I know will not de eee 
to many readers. 
This inſtitution had hn exiſted, 1 nl 


two and twenty years; and ſurvived: my 
arrival four years more. The intention of 


it was, to provide a courſe of liberal educa- 
uon for the ſons of diſſenters, and particu- 
larly for deſſenting miniſters. During it's 


continuance many very reſpectable charac- 


ters, both laity and clergy, had been formed 


by it's diſcipline ;" ſome are fallen afleep, 


and ſome are ſtill dignifying and improving 
ſociety at this day. Many members, how- 
ever, of the e/tablrſhment had preferred an 


education there to the reſtrictions and licen- 
tiouſneſs of the untverſities; and one third 


at leaſt of the ſtudents in my time were of 
that deſoription. The academy was ſup- 
ported by annual ſubſcriptions and the in- 


come ariſing from the ſtudents. I pro- 
nounced the ſpeedy downfall of this eſta- 


bliſhment ſoon after my arrival there: and, 


as I am not ambitious of inſpiring the reader 
wn an elevated idea of my prognoſtic 
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active in the 1nfancy. 


(a) 


Wa bee este beg 


I will point out the very ſimple and obvious 


been provided for the maintenance of the 


2 che income from the ſtudents 


nenſurate to the expences of 


muſt. often happen from the mere unac- 
countable viciſſitudes of things, i independ 


of the good conduct and ade entinks 


tution; or upon the death, fickneſs, or 


declining zeal of ſubſcribers, always moſt 
of a ſcheme; who 


could-not, 1 ſay, foreſee, that, in this caſe, 
the tutors muſt ſtarve, or the ſeminary fall? 


Beſides, the ſtudents in general ſtaid with 


us ſo ſhort a time, that a ſucceſſion was 
required beyond what the families of liberal 
diſſenters were likely to ſupply for a con- 


tinuance. But, as i ſhall have occaſion to 
ſpeak more minutely upon 
inſtitutions of the diſſanters on occabon of 


the academacal 


a ſecond conn ion of the fame kind ſome 
ee, 1 ail 1 ſtate here in a few 


words 


ymptoms, by which this opinion was ſug- 
geſted. No fund, or no adequate fand, had 


„ Who: could not then foreſee, - 
that + upon any failure of ſtudents, ſuch as 
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rds what precipitated the downfall 2 
— Academy. Theſe were, in ſhort, 
the want/of an eſtabliſhed fund, ſecure from 
fortune and eaprice; the incapacity of pre- 
ſerving proper diſcipline from the untow- 

ardneſs of the ſituation and the injudicious 
ſtrutture of the buildings; an enormous 
expence ineonſiderately incurred in im- 
provements of the buildings at a moſt un- 
happy juncture; an uncommon failure of 
ſtudents for one year; and the lukewarm- 
_ neſs. of ſome of the truſtees. One of my 
colleagues, and ſome others of the diſſen- 
ters, have attributed the deſolation of the 
cad to ME“: but Soy do their un wor- 


They ee aue len me as 8 OF; 
Wherever I come, by their account, havock 12 ruin come 
me: 


Gas — crudelis ubique | | 
| Teac, egen et plurima mortis imago. 


Some now alive may remember what Ma. Wa ILA of 


L.ioerpoal (than whom a more ſpirited and upright man 


could hardly exiſt) ſaid to me in the. /nn-yard after a ſo» 
lemn diſcuſſion of the buſineſs: © Well, Mr. Wakefield 45 
taking me by the hand: I am happy to inform you, that, 
* whilſt every body beſides, concerned in this unhappy in- 
 * ſtitution, comes in for his ſhare of blame, not a word 
DT has been uttered to the difparagement of yourfelf.,” 
_ thy 


(ae ) 


thy tutor 100-much honour by-far in fup- 


poſing, that I was the Atlas, on whoſe 


ſhoulders alone this fabric could be ſup- 


ported. Were I tired of the weight, what 
could hinder the truftees' from looking out 
for a ſucceſſor to my department: ſome 
Hercules, capable of acquitting himſelf wah 
equal-firmneſs and perſeverance? 
And here, before I proceed to give an 


- Joon ef my aflociates in office, my duty 
urges me to diſcharge a debt of juſtice to 
the lruſtees, whoſe behaviour to me was li- 
beral and reſpectful on all occaſions, wor- 


thy of gentlemen and diſſenters l To dne of 


them, SAMUEL: SHORE, Eso. of Clapham, 


gratitude compels me to break through de- 
eorum in thus publicly acknowledging a 
peculiar obligation, in conſequence of an 
ingenuous information reſpecting the lite- 


rary proficiency of one of his ſons: a proof 
of genuine good ſenſe and true magnanimity | 
which few parents indeed, as I have found 


by experience, are capable of giving. The 
invitation' alſo, of the ſuperintendants of this 
inſtitution was conducted in an honourable 


manner; and en circumſtance, that led 


to 


— 
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to this conneRion, forms a moſt { 
contraſt to the ſneaking behaviour of choke 


Hackwey! brethren at a. future period of 


my - hiſtory. I ſball inſert the Prefident's 
letter, SIR Har Hognrgn, in this 


Warrington Academy, Mas lg 


0 1, 1779» One oclock. 
. 815 


Tux Truſtees of the Warrington: Aca- | 
demy, at their general annual meeting held 


this day, have unanimouſly agreed to 're- 


queſt your acceptance of the office of Claſ- 


ſical Tutor in the Academy on the terms 

propoſed to you by Dr. Enfield; and they 

doubt not that your connexion with this 

ſeminary will be as agreeable to you, as it 

| will be W to them. 
CCC 

5 4 Your abedient Servant, 


N. Rocnson, Pre ae. 


Our al Tutor, 12. Au was a 
gentleman, whoſe endowments, as a man 


and 
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and as a {chiolar, according to my ſincere 
ment of him, it is not cafy to exag- 
E- | gerate by panegyric. In His life he was 
4 rigorouſly virtuous, and, when I knew him, 
under as perfect a ſelf-government, as a 
= participation of human weakneſſes can well 
en acknowledged to me his 
iraſcible propenſities 1 in early life, and the 
_ difficulties, Which he had encountered, in 
this diſcipline of his temper. Religion had 
brought every wayward idea and irregular 
paſſion into fubjettion to the laws of reaſon, 
and had eretted her trophy in the citadel 
of his mind. The high efteem, and even 
veneration, in which 1 held him, received 
ſome abatement, I muſt candidly acl O0 
ledge, ſeveral” years after his deceaſe, on 
| Hearing from a friend at Nottingham of un- 
queſtionable veracity, who had formerly 
„ been his ſcholar at Kibworth in Leicęſter- 
E i ſhare, ſome mortifying inſtances of ſeverity 
in the caftigation of his papils. And ſhould 
(ng — to his truſt ®, E 
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my 


the relation of this blemiſh, — 
by ſuch various and exalted excellencies? 


— velut ſi | 
— — e corpore nævos. 


As his whole conduct was ſtrictly moral, 10 


the influences of religion upon his mind 


vere permanent and awful. He was be- 
neyolent and candid in all his judgements 
on the character of others: of great hoſpi- 
: ality, as I myſelf experienced ; quick to 
diſcern, and rœady to acknowledge, true me- 
rit, whereyer it reſided : not tenacious of 
his own opinions, but patiently attentive, 
beyond almoſt any man I ever knew, to the 
reaſonings of an opponent :. perfectly open 
to conviction: of an affability, ſoftened by 
a modeſt opinion of himſelf, that endeared 


him to all: and a politeneſs of demeanour 


ſeldom found even in an elevated ſtation. 
His intellectual attainments were of a 

very ſuperior quality indeed. His acquain- 

tance with all the evidences of revelation, 


with morals, politics, and metaphyſics, was 


moſt accurate and extenſive. Every path 
of polite literature had been traverſed by 
„ | | him, 
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him, and traverſed with ſucceſs. He un- 


derſtood the Hebrew and French languages 


to perfection: and had an intimacy with 


the beſt authors of Greece and Rome, ſupe- 


rior to what I have ever known in any d:/- 


ſenting miniſter from my own experience. 


His taſte for compoſition was correct and 


elegant: and his repetition of beautiful 


paſſages, though accompanied with a thea- 


trical ſtatelineſs and pomp, highly animated 5 


and expreſſive of ſenſibility. . 
The public is in poſſeſſion of no literary 


production from this gentleman, to my 
knowledge, but a note in his ſon's Biagra- 
phical Memoirs of Medicine; a work, that 


wants nothing but 1t's continuation. 


At an early period of his life he was in the 


capacity of a French clerk in ſome mercantile 


houſe in London ; where he acquired his. 
extraordinary facility in the French tongue. 
Growing weary of a condition but ill funed 
to his diſpoſitions and unworthy of his ge- 


nius, he entertained thoughts of going upon 
the tage, for which his voice and taſte were 
better calculated than his perſon. Upon 


* this ſcheme, he became a pupil, 


and 


J ah da oc os as was. 


t] 
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- alive; an aſſiſtant, in Dr. Dod. 
rides e. at Northampton ; and ac- 
companied that gentleman to the ſuperin- 
tendant of the Eccięſiaſtical Court, at the 
time, when a proſecution was meditating 
againſt the Dofor for keeping an academy, 
as a diſſenter, by ſome high-church bigots 
of thoſe days: with whoſe merciful inten- 


tions George II. interfered by declaring, that 


no ſuch proceeding ſhould be permitted in 
his reign. . 

This incomparable perſon left bakiea 
him two children, worthy of ſuch a father : 
Ms. BarBaulD and DR. JohN AikiN; 
che undoubted heirs of his talents and his 
virtues: 


- Primo avulſo non deficit ALTER 
AUREUS, et SIMILI Carbs virga METALLO. 


The fine. genius and noble W of 


thoſe diſtinguiſhed characters have been 


aſcertained by too many monuments of 
literature to require the feeble efforts of 


my pen in their commendation. It is ſuf- 


ficient for FRIENDSHIP to have woven this 
periſhable 
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periſhable wreath, to place, as ſhe was 
paſſing ys * N theit fame. 


The philoſoþ cal department and that 


of the belle. lettres were filled by my moſt 
valued and reſpected friend DR. WIILIAU 


ExrIEID of Norwich, abundantly known 
to the public, as an induſtrious, elegant, and 


inſtruQive writer; and to his acquaintance, 


as the moſt amiable of men. No commen- 


dations can exceed the merit of his unre- 


mitting, and, in many inſtances, diſinter- 
eſted aſſiduity, to his own loſs, in the diſ- 


charge of his duties, as a tutor and director 


of this academy. His conſcientious and 
uſeful labours never received that reward, 


either of * pecuniary compenſation. or ho- 
nourable and reſpectful teftimony from his 


employers to which they were well en- 
titled : and my friend had but little con- 
ſolation left for twelve years of unceaſing 


application and perpetual anxiety, endured 


with chearfulneſs and contentment, beyond 
the conſciouſneſs of deſert, Which defies 


al ke 


( 209 }) 


alike the: tranny of fortune and 9 rage 
of malice ®, _ 

So ſincere and eee was our 
mutual reſpett and harmony, that the beau - 
tiful lines of Virgil were not applied to the 
faithful warriors with more ſtrict propriety 
than their purport was exemplified in our 
friendly union through the whole e of 
this connexion: 


i ee e in ine l 
Tum quoque communi portam ſtatione tenebant. | 


» I had an opportunity, which does not fall to the lot 

of every man, of knowing what this excellent perſon 
thought of myſelf, when he had no temptation to diſguiſe 
his feelings. The death of a clergyman, of the name of 


IVakefield, was announced in the Nottingham Paper. Da. f 


Ex IZ Io wrote to our colleague DR. Crx rox ſoon af- 
ter, and the following is an extract from his letter: 


Dzar Sin, , . Fhorpe near Norwich, Fan. 5, 1786. 


A Letter from my ſon informs me of the death of our 

much eſteemed colleague and friend Mr. Wakefield, but 
gives me no particulars relating to it. I was much affected 
by the news, and feel ſincere regret at the loſs of a man, 
with whom I was ſo nearly connected, in whoſe ſociety 
I have paſſed ſo many agreeable hours, and whoſe abi- 
lities, learning, and integrity entitled him.to ſo high a 
degree of eſteem, You will much oblige me by commu- 
nicating to me any intereſting particulars relating to this 
event, and by informing me how Mrs. Wakefield ſupports 
ber heavy afflition, Pleaſe to preſent her my ſincere 


1 of condolence with Mrs. Enfield's. | 
| 5 DR. 
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D Cunt YTON, now of Attn, ſuc- 
5 ceeded on the death of Dr. Ailin to the 
tutorſhip of Divinity. The unaffected 
modeſty of this gentleman, my very par- 
ticular friend, would not excuſe thoſe en- 
comiums of his intelle& and heart, which 


even Envy would not attribute to the un- 


diſcerning partiality of affection. 
Dr. Clayton, was miniſter for ſome years 
at the Octagon in Liverpool, where a liturgy 


was uſed. He is the author of two ſermons ; _ : 


one occaſioned by the diſſolution of that 
| ſociety, and the other on prayer, preached 
at a meeting of diſſenting miniſters : both | 
of them excellent compoſitions. 
The celebrated DR. TayLor of Nor- 
wich was the predeceſſor of Dr. Athin, at 
the firſt opening of the Academy; but died 


15 in a year or two, I think, after his appoint- 


ment. The reader, who is acquainted with 
the_writings of this very learned, liberal, 
and rational divine, cannot fail to be im- 
preſſed with ſentiments highly favourable 
to the gentleneſs and forbearance of their 
author: for even the meekneſs of Chri/- 


tianity ſelf is exhibited 1 in his prefaces and 
coccaſional 


1 


occaſional addreſſes to the reader. But he 
was in reality a very peeviſn and angry diſ- 
putant in converſation; utterly impatient 
of contradiction, and dictatorial even to in- 
tolerance. So imperfect a judgement may 
be formed of the mildneſs or aſperity of any 
author from the correſ n. quality of 
his writings ! 


This. inſtitution had alſo the 3 of 


DR. PRIESTLEY's abilities in it's ſervice for 


ſeveral years: a man, on whom I ſhall not 


nov laviſh thoſe praiſes, which confer more 


honour on the * than the receiver of 


them. | 

The laft whom I ſhall mention of this 
laudable fraternity, but not the /eaft in love, 
is the Rev. GEORGE WALKER, Diſſenting 
Miniſter at Nottingham, a fellow of the Royal 
Society. This gentleman, take him all in 

all, poſſeſſes the greateſt variety of know- 
ledge, with the moſt maſculine underſtand- 


ing, of any man Jever knew. He is in par- 


ticular a mathematician of ſingular accom- 
pliſnment. His treatiſe on the Sphere, 


long ſince publiſhed, and one upon the 
Conic Sections, preparing for the 1 are 
Et the 
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CME ᷑?»:ümx; 
the vouchers of my aſſertion. | His two vo. . 
lumes of Sermons lately publiſhed are preg- 


nant with the celeſtial fire of genius, _ 
the vigour of noble ſentiments. His Appeal 


- to the People of Englan 


of the Teſt Laws would not be much ho- 
noured by my teſtimony in it's favour, as 
the beſt pamphlet publiſhed on that occa- 
fion ; were not this judgement coincident 
with the deciſion of the honourable CnarLEs 
James Fox, who has declared to a friend 
of mine the ſame opinion of it's excellence: 
an approbation, which the author of that 
appeal will know how to value. The city- 
diſſenters, puffed up with a moſt plentiful 
portion of the wind of ſelf-ſufficiency , af. 
elt to treat their brethren in the country, 
and this gentleman among the reſt, as mere 
ignoramuſes; ſimple and unintelligent; not 
invigorated by the beams of this genial he- 
miſphere in the ſouth, the ſole reſidence of 


ſenſe and ſcience ! 
Extra anni 1 vias. 


Hanes flatus Wu vile effe, quicquid extra rl 1 
moerium 3 Aux. Marc, 
| It 
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Hint) nn nene yet 


to converſe with any of his clerical brethren 
at all con 
ledge to this unpoliſhed * 
But theſe qualifications, great and efti- 
mable as they are, conſtitute but a mean 
portion of his praiſe, - Art thou looking, 
reader! like A/op in the fable, for a Man? 
Doſt thou want an intrepid ſpirit in the 
cauſe of truth, liberty, and virtue—an un- 
ating rectitude of attion—a boundleſs 
deem mind, infinitely ſuperior to 
every ſenſation of malice and reſentment— 
abreaſt, ſuſceptible of the trueſt friendſhip; 
and overflowing with the milk of human 


kindneſs—an ardour, an enthuſiaſm, in lau- 


dable purſuits, characteriſtie of magnani- 


mity—an unwearied aſſiduity, even to his 


own hindrance, in public ſervices ? My ex- 
perience can affure thee, that thy purſuit 
may ceaſe, thy doubts be baniſhed, and thy 
hope be realized : for this 1s the man. 

Who now will ſtay to compute the de- 
duction, which muſt be made from this ſum 


of excellence, for ſallies of paſſion, devoid 
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of all malignity, and often excited by a keen 
indignation againſt vice; and for vehe- 
mence and pertinacity of diſputation ? 1 


have made the computation, and it amounts 
to an ent of the loweſt order. 


1 he Baptiſts have a burying-þlace at Hill. 
_ Clif in the neighbourhood of Warrington. 

What follows is an ep:taph on one of their 
miniſters, which will ſerve to expoſe the 
contemptible affectation of knowledge in 
little minds, and the artifice, that is ſome- 
times practiſed, to procure authority with 
the people, and a reputation for talents, 
which are not poſſeſſed i in the leaſt _ 
by the boaſter, 


| Subter hoc ſaxum 
Tbomæ Wainwrighti Sen. 
Amicus ille noſter ſternere ſe ſomnum 
factum eſt Ille autem 
prædicatoria fuiſſe in 
cCongreſſus Baptiſtus per 
Warrington. 


2 reflect 


( 215 )- 


1 reflet to this day, with a penſive plea- 
ſure, ſaddened by regret “, on me en. : 
converſe 


D i That flow of reaſon and tat feaſt of foul,” 


which Ienjoyed with my colleagues; s- 
ally at a weekly meeting, holden alternately 
at the houſe of each other, and rendered 
{till more agreeable by the occaſional accel- 
ſion of ſome congenial ſpirit, reſident on 

the ſpot, or caſually introduced as a viſitor : 


Tecum etenim longos memini conſumere ſoles— | 
While ſummer ſuns roll unperceiv'd away. 


We once made an attempt to form ano- 
ther ſociety at Warrington, merely literary, 
conſiſting of Dr. Enfield, the preſent Dr. 
Atkin, myſelf, and an aſſortment of the ſu- 
perior ſtudents : at which every member 
was to produce in his turn ſome compoſi- 
tion in proſe or verſe, upon a ſubject of cri- 
_ ticiſm, philoſopliy, or taſte. I never reliſht 
this ſort of meeting, in which jet ſpeeches 


nei dene O- xe xaquati, NONNUS. 


P 4 were 
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were Expefted ; but was duppy enough, 

| when converſation glided by a natural and 
unprepared courſe, into a literary channel. 
We ſoon gave it up. It was our practice 
to riſe, and addreſs the preſident. I was 
not willing to be an indolent ſpectator of 
the oratory of my colleagues; and got up 
in my turn to harangue. But never was 
a more ridiculous exhibition! I ſtammered, 
, Nood' a mere ngen v 
| cant confulion, and——at down: : 


| My e was bg mp fees was loſt 


In the literary and philoſophical Heier at 
Mancheſter was once a reverend diſputant of 
the ſame cofttveneſs in public elocution with 
myſelf, He was fo tedious, drawling, and 
futile of remark, that ſome impatient mem- 
ber would uſually interrupt him, atid allow 
thereby a reſpite for recollection, acting like 
oil to the machine: but, if no #:0us: ſhove 
chanced to help on this ſluggiſh body, in a 
few ſeconds, it's vis inertia compoſed it in 
perfect reſt, to the infinite diverſion of the 
waggiſh TR regs: ve PORE 


. 


I began | 


(iar, 


1 began my theological career, as an au- 
thor, at Warrington, early in the year 1781, 
with a new Tranſlation of the firſt Epiſtie of 
Paul the Apoſile to the Thefſalomans, ac- 
companied by ſuch notes only as were ne- 

ceſſary to juſtify my variations from our 
eſtabliſhed verſion. This attempt was re- 
ceived with tolerable favour by the pub- 
lic, and the whole impreſſion has been ſold; 

a a ſucceſs which has fallen to the lot of only 
one more of my performances, though I 
have uſually printed but a frnall number 
of them. 8 bs 

In a few months after, I publiſhe my 

_ Effay on Inſpiration, intended to prove ſuch 
a gift, as commonly underſtood, not refi- 
dent in the goſpel writers, from a variety of 
arguments. The general idea is good, and | 
impregnable; but the work is much leſs | 

accurate than I could wiſh. However, 

ſee no probability of another edition of this 
performance: nor do I recolle& whether I 

printed two hundred and fifty or three hun- 
ared copies; but after a lapſe of * 
| fixty-two remain unſold. 
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During the ſame year, on occaſion of 


ſome diſpute with a very reſpectable and 


ſenſible friend, a Quaker, I printed my trea- 


| tiſe on Baptiſm. In the firſt page of the 


preface was a ſentence, which wears an ap- 
pearance of unpardonable aſperity, and 


brought upon me from various quarters 
much ſeverity of rebuke. I ſhould have 


ſaved myſelf, however, theſe ſtripes of the 
tongue, had I not neglected to quote the 
authority, which ſuggeſted the mode of ex- 
preſſion. to my mind: He, that uttereth a 


flander, is a root. PRoOv. x. 18.— This 


work alſo has a heavy ſale ; and ſome copies 


are yet in hand.—Such intelligence as this, 


ſo mortifying to the heart of pride, of the 
flow demand for my heretical divinity, will 
be received with rapture by the orthodox 


ſons of our Nabe W 


rm ra u daufua pra ferm: 
15 tears will be figs and nuts to him. 


A difſenting cg pee in the a 
hood of ERR felt himſelf bays o 


9 * Pa, "RY 
| regulate 
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regulate his miniſterial n by the 
doctrine, which I had endeavoured to eſta- 
bliſh: but the wind of oppoſition began to 
blow ſo freſh upon this nonconformiſt from 
the mouths of his congregation, that, as I 
_ underſtood, he was compelled to take ſhel- 
ter from the ſtorm in the haven of recanta- 
tion and compliance. 

Immediately on it's appearance, and ba 
fore it could operate with miſchief even on 
the conſtitution of the towns-men, an an- 
tidote was made up and iſſued from the 
theological ſhop of the Rev. Mr. Glaizebrook, 


miniſter of Latchford, in the ſuburbs of 
Marrington. This gentleman's pamphlet 


was indited with no inconſiderable ſhare of 
vivacity and ſhrewdneſs; and his critical 
cudgel trimmed my jacket very hand- 
ſomely, to the great ſatisfaQtion, I believe, of 


the generality of the inhabitants. He is a 
man of talents very ſuperior to his educa- 


tion and advantages, and deſerves the 
varmeſt commendations for the pains which 
he muſt have taken with the cultivation of 
his underſtanding in very untoward cir- 
cu moron This * of his former 

life 
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hfe conſtitutes a-very reaſonable apology for 
thoſe groſs vulgarities and that perſonal 
abuſe, which were laviſhed too profuſely 
upon me in this performance. I replied 
with equal tartneſs, mingling alſo à few 
ingredients of ſarcaſtic ridicule upon fome 

points, wherein my education gave me a 
manifeſt ſuperiority. Theſe occafional ſal- 
lies of local hoſtility—theſe effuſtons of 
perſonal animoſity—theſe infliftions of re- 
ciprocal chaftifement—not uſeleſs in their 
fealon, are no more remembered. | 


- FE ARE, ah ! mw theſe WERE the gazettcers, 


E the next year made it's appearance 
my nem Tranflation of St. Matthew, with 
notes critical, phulolagical and explanatory, in 
quarto. This work coſt me conſiderable 
| pains, and has been honoured: not only by 
the approbation, but applauſe, of ſome of 
the beſt ſcholars and judges in this kingdom, 


__ found and unſound in the faith; churchutien 


and diſſenters. Notwithſtanding” all this, 
and it's undeniable utility in giving the 
young ſtudent in divinity an infight into the 


1 real of the ſcriptures, in conjunRtion 


with 


| ( 221) 
with a cheapneſß, conſidering it's bulk, full - 


neſs, and typographical execution, beyond 
any production of it's time; after a ſale of 


above nine years, three hundred and fifty 
| ſeven copies out of five hundred remain to 
be diſpoſed of at this hour. This work was 
very expenſive, and taught me caution in 
theſe undertakings for the future. The 
_ remark of Juvenal is very applicable to this 
ill-fated production: 


Probitas laudatur, et alget. 


When I once put my hand to the plough, 
nothing but bodily infirmities induce me to 
look back “: and I finiſh, by unremitted 
induſtry, with great rapidity, after I begin. 
This I mention merely as a ſact in this life 
of curioſity, and not from vain glory in any 
quickneſs of conception or fluency of dic- 
tion; and moreover as an apology for una- 


voidable inaccuracies : becauſe this effect 
ariſes from a conſtitutional i impatience, which 
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will not ſuffer me to dwell long on the ſame 
object. My Tranſlation and Commentary on 
St. Matthew® was begun and completed with- 
in the compaſs of a few weeks ; my treatiſe 
on baptiſm in nine days; and theſe goodly 
memoirs, reader! of thy friend, which he 
hopes will contribute not a little to thy edi- 
fication. and entertainment, likely as they 
_ ſeem to ſwell out into a bulky volume in 
. oftavo, were finiſhed, all to a little poliſh, 
within twelve days from their commence- 
ment, in ſpite of imperfett ſleep, multifarious 
occupations, and an aching head. 


: | . For 


1 letter, which I received in conſequence of this 
publication, may appear to ſome a curioſity in point of 


clear conception, eaſy tranſition, pertinent reaſoning, and Nb 
cuous language: and as ſuch I ſhall inſert it here. 


London, Dean tree, No. 8 oppoſite Red Lyon Square. 
Sin, 

The liberty, you have uſed, in your comments on the 
Goſpel of holy Matthew, where you have omitted the 
title whom all Chriſtians, ancient and modern do ac- 
knowledge, and true as he was appointed by Jeſſus Chriſt, 
a meſſenger of his life and death and the benefits we enjoy, 
and with all the holy aſſembly I hope to live eternaly in 
the preſſence of the triune God I take the ſame freedom 


to uſe, and to ate your Wren the reſult of the queſtion, 
which | 


( 2g ) 


For the ſpace of fix years after leaving 
college the Greek and Roman writers received 


a very 


a# 


which you add, is it conciſſtent, with the idea you have 
of the mercy and goodneſs of God, to permit the enemy to 
appear in his perſon, to tempt, the Son of God, I could 
have wiſh'd you would conſider the four ſtates of man 
with thediſspenceſations of the attributes, them apply'd, 

you who'd not have been confuſed in your idea, his mercy 
and juſtice joyns in uniſon the notes from the philoſophers 
on Job's caſe does not make the fact the leſs for all they 
ſay is of no value the ſame with David's and Daniel when 
God permits the trial, and till he finiſh and applys it after, 


they know not the end one key of his light, will diſpperſs, 
all the wiſdom of man, as was the caſe of Job's three 


friends, for which I feel for you as a man and mourn for 
you as a chriſtian, I addreſs myſelf to you as one that as 
ſome knowledge in thoſe trials, I come to experence I 
was born educated in that pariſh you live and early 
in my youth was in the houſe with a man, who rejected 
the. matterial propertes the perſon of Jeſſus Chriſt, to be 


brief it was permited to a trial whether I would ſtate my 


ſalvation on the life that proceeds from the merits of the 
Son of God, it being too copiouls in a letter I omit it in 


truth I was in the power of the enemy three quarters 


of a year, and in viſſions and the eye that ſees to write 


this letter the Bleſſed Jeſſus permitted ſo he contrould 


the power of the enemy that he could not deſtroy me by 
his power, nor me deſtroy myſelf he brought me out 
and triumph't over the man, and the enemy This was 
done in Liverpool, in the year 53 and I wait his coming 
by death the fulfilling of all his diſspenceſations. If you 
doubt the truth of theeſe lines if you pleaſe to ſhew this 


to 
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a very ſmall portion of my homage, 
partly for want of books, but principall 
from my devotion to. theological purfaits, 
which were carried on — of the zeal of 
an enthuſiaſt. During my abode at . 


to the Miniſter of Wan the regiſter in the time, 
of the Rev, Mr. Addin, will prove my initiating in the 
Church of England, and the Bleſſed Jeſſus witneſſing that 
he received me in the number of thoſe he died for, and 
as apply'd his offices Prophet, Preeſt, and King on the 
whole 1 have wrote the caſe as plane as poſoble, I could 
not have known the true from the falſe till he raiſed me 
to contemplate on the gradual increaſe the enemy's pow- 
er hisdeceit, and maliciouſs deſings ſome times ſhewing 
how he could as a meſſenger of light, and as a tyrant tor- 
menting and inſulting againſt the record of the Son of 
God and when I meditate the diſperſing of his ſubtelties 
by the return of the power of my Saviour, with all his 
love and mercy, that he is true to his promiſe it fills me 
with wonder love and praiſe dont think I am an enemy 
to learning I approve, when in humility it receives the 
Bible it is well it can command nothing of itlelfe it could 
do me no good no nor all the learned from the firſt man to 
the laſt when they oppoſe the work of Redemption they 
will be found of no value Sir if you can underſtand 
this caſe and receves it with pleaſure, but if not I acquiece, 
I thought it my duty to write to you as being abſent in 
perſon, and was I with you Icould tell you more let this 
ſufice I am yours in the Lord and a Soldier of Jeſſus Chriſt. 


March gth 1 78g. _ 


rington 


(25) 
rington eſpecially, Pindar and Parnaſſus 


were almoſt EIGEN we my feet ; abans 


doned 


por . 
| « Faſt by the Oracle of God.” 


In that time I cultivated my acquaintance 
with the Old Teſtament in the original even 
to a degree of intimacy with the Hebrew 
language; I learnt it's kinſmen the Syriac 
and Chaldee; I acquired perfectly the 
Samaritan character, read the Pentateuch 
therein, and the Syro-Chaldazc verſion of it; 


to theſe I added the Æthiopic, Arabic, and 


Perſic, but the laſt leſs effectually, becauſe 


leſs important to the purpoſe of the ſcrip- 


tures, than the reſt : and finally I read the 
_ Coptic verſion of the New Teftament with the 
utmoſt facility, and made ſome improve- 
ments in the courſe of my reading in the 
lexicon and grammar of that language. — 
The merit of induſtry and good intention 
no man will refuſe me, and Malice herſelf 
ſhall acknowledge, that, if I have miſſed 
the truths of revelation, it s not my fault, 
but my: 8 Es 
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"An idea now ſuggeſts itſelf, hich: is of 
ſoon moment in my own vindication, and 
vill not be introduced unſeaſonably at this 
place. Beſides a conſtitutional intrepidity 
in the cauſe of truth, an inherent diſdain of 
temporiſing expedients, and a native aver- 
ſion to concealment and diſguiſe; that de- 

ciſion and boldneſs, which appeared in my 
* theological performances from the firſt, had 
it's origin, I can aſſure the reader, in a very 
commendable motive. I had reſolutely de- 
termined in that ingenuous ſeaſon of ue, 
when my convittion was freſh and ſtrong 
upon my mind yet uncorrupted by the 
world and the things of the world, to write 
an indelible teſtimony againſt 'myſelf—to 


8 leave no palliation for apoſtacy no refuge 


from the reproach and infamy of mankind 
—ſhould I ever make an offering of my 
integrity at the ſhrine of Mammon, or bow | 
down, to gratify a patron, in Rimmon's tem- 
ple. The apoſtle had informed me that the 
lone of money is the root of all evil and the 
experience of the living and the teſtimonies | 
of the dead conſpired to ſhew, what num- 
bers had nunched on the ocean of life with 
Conſcience 


TD 
| Conſcience for their compaſs and Virtue at 


the helm; but alas! were imperceptibly 


ſeduced into a ſtrange inattention to their 
ſecurity by the allurements of the gay fcene 
around them, ſplit upon the rock of in- 


tereſt, and ſunk finally in the gulph of 


corruption and apoſtacy, amidſt the cries 
and lamentations of all good men“. 


A lady of P-—, whoſe booby ſon I occa- 


ſionally aſſiſted with private tuition, in the 
exuberance of her acknowledgements for 
this attention, ſpoke in terms of great mag- 
nificence of her intereſt with diſtinguiſhed 


churchmen, her relations, and of the very 
high probability, that ſome good prefer- 
ments would be my reward in no long time 


through the inſtrumentality of ſo powerful 

a patroneſs. No preferment at any period 
would have preſented to my mind even an 
evaneſcent temptation to renew ſubſcription 


to the articles. I made, however, no diſ- 


covery of my determination to this fair 


A | deer to allow her all the 
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merit of ſo generous an interference with 


her great friends in my behalf. But after 


all ſhe performed no mne, and 1 felt no 


i ee 


The wee W M. Wi, : 
ARD vilited me at Warrington, and I was 
ſeveral times beſides in his company. The 
impreſſion, which theſe interviews left on my 
mind, of his character, were thoſe of a man 
rigorouſly conſcientious ; free from immo- 
ralities himſelf, and inexorable to thoſe of 
others; ardent to enthuſiaſm in all his 


projects; of unconquerable perſeverance ; 
ol perfect punctuality in every engagement; 
ſtern, ſelf-ſufficient, arbitrary, and aſſuming; 


inattentive to the converſation of others; 


and impatient in company, when not occu- 
pied in the recital of his own adventures. 


One year of my reſidence in this place, 


which 1 do not exactly recollect, I ſaw in 
the papers an advertiſement from Cambridge, 


offering a prize to the beſt ęſay on the 


neceſſity of a redeemer by any perſon, who 
| then was, or had been, a member of that 


Y  Untverfily, 


1 
univerſity, and was under thirty years of 
age. I immediately determined to collect 
into-one view my thoughts at various times 
on this moſt important ſubject, and took 
the pains of arranging all the texts of the 
New Teſtament relating to it, under proper 
heads; interſperſing occaſional remarks, 
and adding ſuch authorities from ancient 
and modern writers, as my ſhare of learn- 
ing at that time, and my ſcanty library, 
enabled me to exhibit. I ſent in my exer- 
ciſe by the day appointed, but with my 
cuſtomary fortune . The prize was con- 
ferred on an ef/ay neither ſo learned nor 
elaborate as mine: whether by a determi- 
nation conſonant to the real judgement of 
the examiners on it's merits, or whether the 
accuracy of their theological noſes diſcover- 
ed ſome heretical taint lurking in my 
papers: for, if I rightly remember, a ſeru- 
pulous conformity to the orthodoxy of the 
Church of England was an indiſpenſible 
condition of acceptance to every exerciſe, 


0 De in extremum vitægue noviſima . 
Praſeguitur fati, qui fuit ante, tenor. | 
| | Ovid. 


2 3 . 


5 hes 


2 r 5 R 
PPP 
e — 


wy 
GE a 


5 as hat” 4.12 - 0 * * 
* , {4 0 — YER * me 
* l . ECHO * 90 8 e 
* Nee 


* 9 o 
ot; 1 A Ws Ker - ak N 
3 XX: gs eh TE Ties Sr 1 4 er e OE RP 
« | 13 + m 


— n CIS * * R N 
r E De. 
2 = Se ora # + ap EE CLOS 
WY, TEE TI 2 8 8 PE N „ ** he 
— — nn — ee EE EOS 
— 


* 
9 


* ; 4 : 
«2 
o 5 4 4 
5 3 

©; Ry. 
_ 
_ 
_ 
_— 
as MW 
F- 

—_ 


3 „ 22 * * e 5 2228 
CR ONT I a wer ereamutand gn rengp thats: : m * 8 (aw 122 nge 
Md r ov, 


— — 
4 


q erg 
. 
, 


(9) 


Whit I lived at Warring!on, Ne: P . 
a red-hot orthodox Oxonian, preferred to a 
good benefice in Berkſhire, I think, but 


uſually. reſident for a few months every 
year at this town, where his own and wife's 


relations alſo. lived, preacht a furious ſer- 
mon againſt all innovators and heretics, at 


Sankey-/treet Chapel, which I oſten fre. 
quented from an unconquerable averſion to 
the mode of praying among diſſenters. It 


ſo fortuned, that I was not there upon this 
occaſion; but various parts of this dif. 
courſe were perſonal and ſpecific enough to 


_ fatisfy the whole oe abundantly, 


that the pellet was ſhot at me; and I was in. 
formed of this attack from all quarters. 
The dactor, afterwards perceiving that he 
had miſst his aim in this attempt at popu- 
larity, and that the keretical- object of his 
theological pop-gun was in better eſtimation 


with the people than he hoped, (by the 


benefit of this competition, for he was him- 


ſelf univerſally diſliked, as eſtimable for no 
one good quality) requeſted Mx. OwEN, 


my much eſteemed friend, to ſignify, that I 
was not in his intention in that diſcourſe, 
. | and 


and had been mifinformed upon the point. 


The moſt candid judge at that time, I am 


ſure, under a knowledge of all the circum- 


ſtances of the caſe, would have rejected 


this palliative without heſitation, as a nau- 
ſeous gs: of 9 and: mean- 


5 neſs ef 
Over 


The dude; was i avaricious. He would not 
allow his ſervants to fit down at dinner, leſt the eaſe of 
their ſituation ſhould incline them to eat more, than might 
be good for them, or than they would be apt to cat in 4 
ſtanding poſture : which was a curious refinement in the 
pinching ſyſtem; but, I hope no curmudgeon will light upon 
this narrative, and turn to his own account this expedient 
of economical mgenuity, This contrivance made the 
doctor's kitchen dinner like a celebration of the Zewiſh paſſover 
in former days. And thus ſhall ye eat it; with your loins 
girded, your fhoes on your feet, and your ſtaff in your land: 
AND YE SHALL EAT IT IN HASTE; it is the Lord's paſſover. 
One day ſays the doctor to the barber's lad, who after- 
wards dreſt me: © ack! can't you take this old wiz of 
mine, and dreſs it up a bit. I'll give you a filling :—but 
ebe ſure you don't let your maſter know. The lad at 
once cloſed with the offer; but, feeling no fondneſs for his 
employer, told his maſter and fellow prentices of his pri- 


vate jobb. To work he went with irous ſo hot as ſcorcht 
and deſtroyed the hair eventually, but kept for a time a freſh 


and ſtiff curl to the eye. Aye! this is well done Jack! 
«indeed: there's a sHILLING for you.“ In a day or two 
the doctor went out in this renovated buſby ; but meeting un- 
fortunately with a heavy ſhower in his ride, the curls hung 
| 8 24 down 
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Ouver againſt this Dr. ** lived a fugar. 
baker, ®**® by name, at 'whoſe houſe 
the celebrated Mx. WesLEY was ſome. 
times entertained on his progreſſes among 
the faithful. It is well known; that this ex- 
traordinary man, with a view of ſecuring 
his own authority and importance among 
his followers, was uniformly a pertinacious 
ſtickler for the pre-eminence of academical 
graduates among his clergy; and, if I 
am rightly informed, the undignified tribe, 
whatever their miniſterial excellencies might 
be, were never admitted to the adminiſtra. 
tion of certain functions in the church. The 
preachers were walking about the room, or 
Tg into the e as fancy dictated. 


* ; 9 n 

FE We - - "Wu" K . — " W * N 9 a 4 Fry * N f FY * 1 . . 
n 4 er N * . {ut on 2 8 1 W 4 * x $3 Legs Y N Ve X 4 3 lh —— A __” 4 — mY nm * 
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down, never to bo rais'd again? and bathed me canker at 
the root. 


Purpureus veluti cum flos, far aratro, _ 
Langueſcit moriens ; laſſove papavera collo 
Demiſere caput, pluvid cum forte graventur. 
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When Jack made his regular viſit the next day, he ſaw 

the doclor ready equipped with a horſewhip in his hand, ta 

give him a warm reception. ZFack's conſcience ſmote him; 
he took to his heels, and conſigned the beard and ova 
of his reverence to et in. x 
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It was caſually mentioned among them, 
that the oppoſite houſe belonged to a cler- 
k gy man, whole name was Dr. * *. 3 Aye * 
ſays one of the unitiated ſubalterns, with a 
length of countenance and a drawling tone; 
There were no doctors in divinity in our 


e Sayiour's time!” I don't know that: 


replied Weſley, with ſome eagerneſs: 1 


* don't know that. St. Paul might very 


. properly be called, a DOCTOR IN bi- 
© VINIT V.“ 


l went, at this time or on ſome on to 


| Fa. Mr. Weſley preach. There was no- 


thing in his diſcourſe either to admire or 
deſpiſe, The familiar addreſs after the 
ſermon, containing admonitions or cenſures 
of the audience, remarks upon the ſtate of 
their particular congregation, and little 


hiſtories of his own exploits, was concluded 
by recommendation of ſome ſmall books, 
which he had lately publiſhed, and which he 


told them they might buy, as they went out, 
of a man, who had them in a baſket at the 
door v. Such was the touchſtone, at which 
- * Laudat venales, quas vult extrudere, merces, Hor.” 
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( 234 ). 5 
the tach and zeal of his flock was often 
tried by their politic paſtor. ! _ | 
I was diverted not a little with the con- 
eluſion of the hymn, and I ſuppoſed till 
this day, that Hogarth had taken advantage 
of the early exceſſes of the ſect, when he 
employed the lines, which I am going to 
produce, in his plate of credulity, enthu- 
preacher, in moſt amorous languiſhments, 
is offering a babe of grace to a fair diſciple; 
but. Weſley gave the inſpiring couplet on 
this occaſion with a warmth of 1 to 
che b wan audience: 


Hr f 82 n l 9 
>, P SS 25 


8 LOVE to us be oa | 
Lord! L we alk no other heaven. 


The Sarrinetewncadeny: * 5 now dif. . 

| ſolved; I of courſe, having, as the apoſtle 
has expreſſed it, no more place in theſe parts, 
removed with my. family, and fixt myſelf 

in the autumn of 1783, at Bramcote, a moſt 
pleaſant village within four miles of Not- 

| tingham, on the Derby road. My wiſh was 
to have procured a few pupils for my mam- 


tenance ; 
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tenance; and, in proſecution of this pur. 


poſe, I wrote to all my friends, real or pre- 


tended, and among the laſt deſcription 


found my Lord of Cheſter, as he then was, 
to claim his ſtation: which tranſaction has 


been recounted above, for the admonition 
of the great, and the diſcouragement of 


hypocriſy *. Still, however, I made ex- 


cuſes to myſelf for that incivility, which in- 


deed nothing can juſtify one human crea- 
ture in exerciſing towards another; and in 


the fullneſs of my good opinion, dedicated 


to him my anonymous tract, mentioned 


alſo before, on the Study of Divinity, in the 


beginning of the year 1784: without any 
intereſted view whatever; for I dare ſay he 


never knew the author, till.I lately annext 
it to the liſt of my publications. I do not 
repent of that dedication ; becauſe a con- 


Di tibi ſint faciles, et opis nullius egentem 
Fortunam præſtent, diſimilemque mea. 
Atque hac, exemplis quondam collecta priorum, 

MNunc mihi ſunt propriis cognata aner g | 
Viæx duo trefue mihi de tot ſupereſtis, amici 

d fortune, non wy turba * | 

_ - Ov, 
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ſcientious and reſpectful action needs no ve. 
pentance: but plentiful proof has convinced 
me ſince the inauſpicious hour of it's pro- 


duction, that the encomium was undeſerved 


by this ſon of the morning. —All my appli- 
cations were anſwered only by a ſingle pu- 
pil, who had been a Hagen, under me at 
Warrmgton. 

In this rural retreat I carried ry theo- 
logical ſtudies with inceſſant vigour ; and 
produced the firſt volume of an Enquiry 
into the Opinions of the Chriſtian Writers of 
the three firſt Centuries concerning the perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt: which I carried down no 
farther than to the concluſion of the apoſto- 


lic age; and, meeting with no encourage- | 


ment to continue my plan, I have long 
fince dropped it for ever. Out of two hun-' 
dred. and fifty copies, notwithſtanding it's 
extraordinary cheapneſs, conſidering the 
nature of the typography, one hundred and 
erghteen remain after an eight years appli- 
cation to the public. This production has 
been very warmly commended by men, 
whoſe Judgement would do honour to any 


The 


C. 
The Rev. Mr. Parkhurſt, formerly of 


Clare-Hall, Cambridge, and author of a He- 


brew Lexicon and other performances, be- 


ſtowed part of a book, written more parti- 
cularly againſt Dr. Prieſtley, in attempting 
to confute ſome poſitions in this publica- 
tion. If I recollect, his arguments were 
nothing more than ſome of the ſtale futi- 


lities on the plural termination STI in | 


defence of the Trinity, unworthy of a mo- 
ment's conſideration. If ſuch remarks were 


blulologically juſt, which they are not, who 


would chooſe to conſtrutt ipoATRY upon 
the weak foundation of a grammatical lin 
gularity of language? 

One cauſe, to which I have attributed the 


cool reception of my writings, in addition . 


to ſuch as muſt be obvious to the moſt un- 
diſcerning reader, is the unrelenting ran- 


cour, with which thoſe reviews, in moſt 


eſtimation with the public at that time, 
proſecuted every publication from my pen. 


That acute and ingenious profligate, Mr. 


Badcock, was the Monthly Reviewer then, 


labouring, *. m others, to prove the 5 
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fincerity of his converſion 2 outrage 
of malice on his _ en 105 
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Againſt this book, our deſpicable apoſtate 
repeated the old charge of aſperity, illibera- 
lity, and abuſe, without reaſon ; and ſome of 

his brethren at this day, not careful to model 
their ſentence by the evidence, and criti- 
ciling by precedent alone, ſhew themſelves 
too forward in following his unprincipled 
example. This is exactly the caſe of the 
poor animal in the ſtreet. A malicious 

raſcal eries out, A mad-dog! a mad- dog! 
the neighbours riſe up in arms, and the un- 
offending creature is knocked on the head 
without judge or jury, r of _ — 
of a villain. 

When I figure to my mind a rhptoſerta 
tion of depravity, completely enormous 
and ſuperlatively deſpicable, it is the perſon 
of a malicious dunce, abuſing, for a liveli- 
hood, under the authority of a review and 

the ſecurity of concealment, writers of 

reer * or genius; becauſe their 
ſentiments 
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| ſentiments ſhould not harmonize with the 
profeſſions. of that numerous portion of 


every ſociety, who acquieſce in eſtabliſhed | 


notions and eſtabliſhed practices without 


enquiry : and whoſe approbation is neceſ- 


ſary to the ſale of theſe periodical libels 
upon merit. Among theſe aſſaſſins the well - 


known. artiſt in the Gentleman's Magazine 


is eminently infamous; and involves in the 
_ diſgrace every accomplice and PRORUTAgAT 
of his Buße. 405 


— 3 null virtute 1 
A vitiis. 


_  Sueceſs failing me in this rural retreat, 
and a reſidence at ſuch a diſtance from the 
town proving ineommodious without thoſe 
domeſtic accommodations, which my cir- 


cumſlances would notallow ; it was judged 


expedient, that I ſhould make one effort 
more to eſtabliſh myſelf in life hy a ſettle- 
ment in the neighbourhood of London, the 
center of activity and obſervation. I there- 


fore again encountered the unſpeakable in- 


conveniences of a removal, durthenſome 1 in 
a ten- 
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a tenfold degree, where che cura heculi en- 
ters ſo eſſentially into the conduct of theſe 
meaſures. Behold me then fixed for the 
ſecond time at Richmond, in May 1785, ad- 

vertiſing for pupils, renewing my applica- 
tions, and among the reſt to my old friend 
the preſent Biſhop of Lincoln, who was not 
backward in his uncoſtly profeſſions of at- 
tachment, eſteem, and ſervice. - At this 
time I received a letter from a poor French- 

| Mafeer, which is an uncommon curioſity : 
in it's kind, and as ſuch I pocket 4 it to the 
reader : 


REVEREND S1R, 

I TaxE the liberty to write you, to have 
the honour to preſent you my moſt humble 
reſpects; and alſo to humbly beg your per- 
miſſion to recommend myſelf to your ve- 
nerable perſon as a French and Latin 
teacher who teaches the French and Latin 
tongues after the deciſions of the French and 
Latin academies: and if his venerable per- 
ſon doubts of my capacity, he may inquire 
at Mr. Green's and Alchin's academies in 
the county of Surry, and I am m ready to be 


examined 
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examined by the moſt learned people if i 


writing this letter to you, is to intreat to 
you to grant your favour to be your French 
teacher in your academy and if my ſer- 
vices are uſeful to you to teach the Latin 
tongue, it is the ſame thing for me, becauſe 


1 know perfectly well the Latin tongue, ſince 


1 am the Latin maſter; and if I am fo 
happy to receive from you that kindneſs 
thou be perſuaded that ru continually of- 
fer up prayers for your preſervation; you, 
for whom I ſhall always have the greateſt 
reſpects; till I have the happineſs of ſeeing 
and knowing you, and of afuring you, by 


1 freſh e how I am, 


Reyerend Sir, 
Your moſt humble, | 
And obedient ſervant. 


J \ - S. 2 a ES 


Who, is "the a to humanity and 


it's intereſts, will refuſe the tear of commi- 


ſeration to the wretched and ignominious 


condition of theſe fugitives? No deſerip- 


R tion 
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tion can noni the inſults “ and indignities, 
which they perpetually experience from 
their brutſh and tyrannical ſuperiors. The 
eye, that directs this pen, has ſeen modeſt 
worth ridiculed and trampled on by an in- 

' humanized ruffian in the form of a Briton, 
and a clergyman. Oh! how amiable is that 
evangelical benevolence, which - embraces 
every inhabitant of the univerſe with an 
equal ardour of affection ! that contem- 
plates in every human form, a so of the 
ſame ALMIGHTY UNIVERSAL PARENT, a 
BROTHER Þ of the ſame REDEEMER, and a 
fellow-heir of pay and glory ! ; 


in the mean time, no freaks of hope ap- 
pearing in my horizon from my ſtation at 
this place, and a houſe at Nottingham be- 
coming vacant, which I had attempted to 
procure before I quitted Brameote, and en- 
deared to me by a library, repoſited there, 
of which I was to have the ule, I returned 


Injuries may be atoned for, and forgotten : but an in- 
fut admits of no compenſation, nn N 


+ HEB, ii. 11, 12. | "+ 
from 


Cap) 
from Richmond with my family to my na- 
tive town at Michaelmas of the ſame. year. 
But before I bid adieu! to this ely/ium of 
England, I will deſerve the applauſes of 
every true Briton and honeſt patriot by re- 
cording the memorable exertions of two in- 
dividuals in private life, which will ſanctif/y 
their remembrance to the worſhippers of 
liberty in ages yet unborn : | 


To village-Hampdens, that with dauntleſs breaſt 
The little tyrants of their fields withſtood. = 


= The firſt of theſe incomparable 3 is 
Mz. Timorny BENNETT of Hampton-Wick 
in this neighbourhood ; and the following 
is a ſhort hiſtory of his atchievement. The 
foot paſſage from this village through 
Bujhy-Park (a royal demeſne) to Kingston- 
ußon- Ihames, had been for many years ſhut 
up from the public. This honeſt Engl:/h- 
man, © unwilling (it was his favourite ex- 
* preſſion) to leave the world worſe than 
he found it,” conſulted a lawyer upon the 
practicability of recovering this road, and 
the probable expence of a legal procels, 
I have JOY hundred pounds,” ſays this 
| | 2 ' Þadmirable 
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| adinible perten, , sch E hc be wit 


ing to beſtow upon this attempt. It is 
all I have, and has been faved through a 
long courſe of honeſt induſtry,” The 


lawyer informed him, that no ſuch ſum 


would be neceſſary to this effect: and 77 


motſiy determined accordingly to proceed 


with vigour in the een of rg pub- 
lic claim, 
In the mean time, Lord Hallifax, ranger 


of Buſhy-Park, was advertiſed of his inten- 


tions, and ſent for him. Iam poſleſſed of 
an excellent engraving, which repreſents 
this worthy, of an inimitably firm and com- 
placent aſpect, fitting down, and in the at- 
| titude of his converſation with his lord- 


ſhip. And who are you, that have the . 


« aſſurance to meddle in this affair ?” My 
* name, my lord! is Timothy Bennett, ſnoe- 
© maker, of Hampton-Wick. I remember, 
ant pleaſe your lordſhip! to have ſeen, 
* when I was a young man, fitting at my 


work, the people chearfully paſs by my 
* ſhop to Krngston-Market ; but now, my 


* lord! they are forced to go round about, 
" /;-- a hot a road, ready to faint 
" "IG 


G8 


beneath their burdems: and 1 am unwilling 


. 3 the world worſe than I found it. 
This, my lord! I hambly repreſent, is the 
« reaſon of my conduct. * Begone! you 
* are an impertinent fellow!” 

However, upon mature reflection, his 
lordſhip, convinced of the equity of the 
claim,” and, notwithſtanding the advice of 
his friends to perſiſt, beginning to compute 
the ignominy of defeat: LORD HALLirax, 
the NOBLEMAN, non-ſuited by Timothy 


Bennett the ſhoemaker—and the improba- 


| bility of fuccels ; deſiſted from his oppo- 

fition, and opened the road, which is en- 

| Joyed without moleſtation by en 
gers to this day. 

The inſeription beneath the engraving 
is: TIũOrHY BENNETT. of Hampton- 
Wick, Middleſex, SHOEMAKER, ayes: 755 
1752 
The ſecond of theſe twin patriots is Mx. 
| Jonn LEwIs of Richmond, brother to DR. 
LI wis, the celebrated chemiſt, and well 
acquainted with his great exemplar, TIxo- 
THY "BENNETT. By one of thoſe ſcandalous 

R 3 monarchical 


ph _ x as: N 
* * 4 „ . * 0 6" * 
* . A 2 — 1 = 7 y r 4 1 7 
9 "OP" CO 4 * 125 * n r "IE * ne — 5 ans 
| l * * 4 5 8 ” wo 


RY 6 
RA 7 > N Jy I 24> — * 2 


3 


. 3 
£1 CEA Le rand ee VEE eee 


F 2 P 
n 


cus) 


monarchical encroachments “ which have 
diſtinguiſhed the preſent reign at Richmond, 
and eſſentially impaired the beauty and 
convenience of that terreſtrial paradiſe, the 
foot-way through Richmond Park to Wim- 
bledon, Eaft-Sheen, and Kingston, was ſhut 
up, and no paſſage allowed without a 
ticket. Lewis takes a friend with him to 
the ſpot; waits for the opportunity of a 
carriage paſling through; and, when the 
door-keeper was ſhutting the gates, inter- 
poſed, and offered to go in. Where is 
your ticket?“ „What occaſion for a 
ticket? any body may paſs through here.“ 
No: not without a ticket.” © Yes, they 
may: and I will.” « You ſhan't.“ „Iwill.“ 
The woman puſht, LEWIS ſuffered the door 
to be ſhut upon him, and brought his ac- 
tion. The cauſe was tried before - that 
upright judge Six MichAEL FOSTER at 
the Surry affizes. LEWIS was triumphant, 
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After the decree in his favour, he was aſked, | 


whether he would have a ftep-ladder: to go 
over the wall, or a door. He heſitated! for 
ſome minutes; but reflecting that ſtrangers 
might not be aware of the privilege of ad- 
miſſion through a door, which could not 


ſtand open on account of the deer; con- 


ſidering alſo, that in proceſs of time, a bolt 
might be put to this door, and then a lock, 


and fo his efforts be gradually fruſtrated; 


ſenſi ble too, that a jt:p-ladder would ſignify 


it's uſe at the firſt inſpection to every be- 


holder; he preferred that mode of intro- 
duction. In mere ſpite, the ſteps of this 
ladder were ſet at ſuch a diſtance from each 
other, as rendered it almoſt uſeleſs. LEWIS 
complained again to the court. My 
Lord!“ ſays he, they have left ſuch a 
* ſpace between the ſteps of the ladder, 

© that children and old men are unable to 

get up it.” I have obſerved it myſelf,” 

ſays this honeſt juſtice; © and I deſire, Mx. 
„LEWIS! that you would fee it ſo con- 
* ſtructed, that not only children and old 
emen, but OLD WOMEN too, may get 
ce up.“ e 
"i 1 | I have 
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I have liſtened with delight to this noble 
pirit relating other exploits of this kind; 
and will not envy my reader the communi. 
cation of one or two more equally heroic. 


uch diſintereſted inſtances of public virtue 


redeem the ' degenerate age, in which we 
live, from an univerſal e of ſer- 


vility and corruption. 


It had long been the wiſh of his preſent 
mnjeſty to obtain poſſeſſion of a narrow lane 
of great length, which ſeparates Richmond 
and | Kew gardens from each other, and 
leads a ſhorter way from Richmond to Kew 
and Breniford Ferry. The object was the 


ſame in this, as in other attempts of the 


ſame nature, which had been crowned with 
ſucceſs, to the inconceivable detriment of 
the village; namely, the indulgence of a 


moſt exceſſive puerility, the enlargement of 
a garden already enormous in it's dimen- 


ſions, and ſeldom viſited by it's poſſeſſor. 


The King, not being very popular at that 
time, ang the Queen almoſt idolized *, her . 


name 


* Like the Princef Mou bein bo with the ſame 


reverſe | in due time; after the ſpirit of the Latin maxim, 
| Omne 


Comet; 


name was thought the proper inſtrument of 
application to the affections of | 
people of Richmond. She is lady of the 
manor, and her ſteward made a great 
dinner and invited many; and among the 
reſt our hero. LEWIS, knowing himſelf 
to be diſliked by the court and it's 
retainers, at firſt refuſed to accept this 
honour ; but, upon conſideration, becoming 
apprehenſive, that ſome plot was in agita- 
tion, determined at laſt to go. The bottle 
went merrily about amidſt a profuſion of 
the luxuries of the ſeaſon. Lewis deter- 
mined, however, to keep the poſſeſſion of 
his ſober faculties, and was on his guard 
_ accordingly. Late in the evening, when 

moſt of the company was diſperſed, the 


Omne ignotum pro magniſico eft : on which ſubject the Biſhop of 
Corkeonce repeated to me an epigram incomparably excel- 
lent. It was ſaid to be the production of a young man at 
college, the maſter of which, who had ſet him this impoſi- 
tion, kept a pair of coack-horſes, perfect Roſinantes in condi- 
tion ; thin, almoſt to tranſparency. 


His nage, ſworn enemies to pamper d ſteeds ! 

Dn hay and ſtubble old Avaro feeds. | 
Bred in his fields, and in his ſtables born, 
What vas r 1bEAS muſt they have of corn! 


Reward 
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ſteward: gets up, expatiates upon che bene - 


volence and amiable qualities of our graci- 


ous queen, and declares how infinitely ſhe 


ſhould be obliged to the inhabitants of 


Ricſumond for giving up the road in queſtion; 


but that, if it was diſagreeable to a ſingle 


inhabitant of the place, ſne did not wiſh the 


ſurrender to be made. 


Conticuere omnes, intentique ora tenebant: 
Indèe toro be Eneas fic 1 ab alto. 


6 Mr. 8. 


* ſaid 1 as he 9" « J 


© AM THAT. ane With as much 


reſpect for her majeſty as you or any man, 
“J do not feel myſelf at liberty notwith- 


10 « ſtanding to compliment the queen with the 
privileges and advantages of my townl- 

men and their poſterity. Their rights 

are ſacred; neither in our diſpoſal, nor in 
that of others. We are in our day the 


* guardians of a truſt, committed to us by 
our forefathers ; and we are guilty of in- 
te fidelity and fraud, if theſe truſts do not 
« paſs unimpaired through our hands into 


the e of our children,” 
The 


CVVT 
' The deſign was given up for a ſeaſon, 
but in a few years an a& of parliament, 
paſſed with clandeſtine treachery, alienated 
this property from it's ee claimants for 


Swen. 


Pone ſeram; cohibe. Sed quis cuſtodiet ipſos 
Cullodes 15 


One au as I 5 walking, when a boy, 


with my father at Kew, continued this in- 


trepid veteran ; © Obſerve, Jack!” ſays my 
father, © the new road, they have made 
there, and the gate in the old path. 


What they mean is, for people to accuſ- 
«© tom themſelves to this new way; and 


« then that gate, which is open at preſent, 


* vill be lock'd, and the road taken from 


the public to themſelves.” Well,“ ſays 
Lewis, © in a courſe of years I lived to ſee 


my father's predictions verified. The gate 


« was faſtened. —I paſt by with a friend 


and ſome of my men” (he was an eminent 


brewer at that time) © the day before our 
annual parochzal proceſſion at Richmond. 
2 * My lads ! ſays I. take care to bring your 


“ hatchets 
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hatchets with you to- morrow to cut down 
this gate; for we muſt go through it 
to our bounds.” Don't ſpeak ſo loud,” 
« ſaid my friend; or you will be heard . 
« by the people at the Princeſs Dowa- 
gers. © Oh! I replied, raiſing my voice; I 
e have no objeclion to be heard. Tam Jonn 
* Lew1s of Richmond, and mean to knock 
+ down. this gate to-morrow for a paſſage - 
through according to cuſtom.” * But,” 
ſays he, © we might have ſpared our r trouble. 
The lock was taken off, and the gate 
* opened for our proceſſioners,” 

This patriotic man is endowed with: an 
extraordinary portion of ſtrong native ſenſe, 
and a fund of ſarcaſtic humour, with a 
promptneſs of elocution in nervous and ſig- 
niſieant exprelhon, that has rarely been 
ſurpaſſed; in conjunction with a perfect 
command of temper. Upon trials, as an 
evidence, and in ve/try diſputes he has given 
frequent proofs of his oratorical powers to 
the admiration of the audience. From a 
ſtate of affluence and diſtinction above the 
vulgar, be has fallen into poverty in his old 
| age 3 ; but a handſome annuity is regularly 
| hs | 
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provided for him by the generous contri- 
bution and active interpoſition of my bro- 
ther, the miniſter of Richmond; who, in 
that awful criſis, when faith ſhall be loſt in 
froht, and hope abſorbed in poſſeſſion, will 
receive for a multitude of ſuch benevolent 
exertions the teſtimony of CHARITY, that 
never Farleth l have an excellent Eng | 
of LEWES, 1 in wy Enn 


See me then, reader! ſtationed again at 
my native place in the Autumn of 1784. | 
Nothing worthy of memorial, nothing, I 
mean, productive of inſtruction or recrea- 
tion to another, occurred for ſome time - 
after my return to Nottingham. I con- 
tinued as uſual my application to my 
ſtudies; and, about a twelvemonth after 
my arrival reſumed my claſſical purſuits 
with an ardour, attending the reſumption of 
a long - neglected favourite; and unabated 
to this hour. Indeed now, almoſt every 
object, fuch as this, in which I am engaged 
at this moment, is purſued with wearineſs 
and impatience, as detaining me from an 
employment, in which I luxuriate as con- 
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genial to my nature. The truth is, I had 


meditated an entire tranſlation of the OI 
Teſtament; and not merely ſuch as may 
eaſily be given by moderate acquirements 


and common induſtry; but an amended 


verſion from the text of the original, adjuſted 
and. corrected by a compariſon of all the 
Oriental tranſlations extant. I have ſome 
collections of this nature by me; and, if I 
live to enjoy more leiſure, hope to execute 
a tranſlation of J/azah: but this perform- 
ance will fall far ſhort of that accuracy, 
which a continuance of my theological career 
would have exhibited. A mature reflec- 
tion upon the enormous expence attendant 
on ſuch works, and my experience of the 
ſlender encouragement, which, uſually falls 
to the lot of authors in this department of 


literature, and to myſelf in particular, de- 


termined me to relax my efforts in this 


direction, as likely to anſwer no purpoſe 


at all adequate to the coſt and labour to be 
expended in it. I transferred, therefore, 
my chief application to the productions of 
Greece and Rome, with a particular atten. 
tion, at the ſame time to every fact and 
— every 
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every expreſſion, that could contribute to 
illuſtrate the phraſeology or ſenſe of the 
ſacred writings, or throw any light on the 
evidences of revelation. And in this courſe 
of ſtudy I have been enabled to proceed 
by the indulgence and liberality of the 
fyndics of the Cambridge preſs: which ſub- 
| Jett will come more properly under our 
view at a future period. | 


[Ave fowl better than in former times 
in my employment of fuition, and had 
under my care for ſeveral years three or 
four pupils on very handſome terms. But 
this tide of proſperity was not raiſed by the 
influence of thoſe pretended friends, who 
were moving in the higher orbits of ſociety. 
One or two individuals in private life are 
alone entitled to my acknowledgments of 
ſervice: and the moſt diſintereſted claim- 
ant on my gratitude is MR. Gzorce 
HIBBEBRT, merchant of London,; a gentle- 
man of moſt conſpicuous politeneſs and 
liberality in all my tranſactions with him. 
It is lamentable to obſerve the ſordid 


maxims, by which even the opulent regu- 
late 
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Tate their conduct in the buſineſs of educa- 
tion: and, whilſt the vanity of equipage 
and the gaieties of diſſipated life are deſtroy- 
ing vaſt ſums perpetually, the underſtanding 
of a favourite ſon, the pillar of their hopes 
and happineſs! is ſuffered to lie unculti- 
vated, or encumbered with unprofitable in- 
- Aeution; ſch we of the wiſdom/and-the 
_ juſtice in parents to encounter that expence, 
which a horſe or a ſervant ® can induce 
them to incur without heſitation and with- 
out a murmur. When I reflect on the illi- 
berality of theſe deſpicable mortals, my 
heart riſes in me with indignation ; and no 
proſpect of emolument could ever induce 
me to ſubmit to their meanneſs for a fingle 
moment. I will here exhibit part of a ſhort 
correſpondence between myſelf and one of 
thoſe impertinent, dictatorial, condition- 
making gentlemen, which may ſerve to ex- 
poſe the unreaſonableneſs of ſuch people ; 
though I partly think, I might have re- 
torted as properly with leſs aſperity. I muſt 
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premiſe, however, that what this diſparag- 
ing barterer, (in the ſpirit of Solomon's 
worldling, It is nought, it is nought, faith 
the buyer ; and, when he is gone forth, he 
boaſteth in all the affectation of ſelf-impor- 
tant opulence, calls a garret, was one of the 
beſt and pleaſanteſt rooms in a very com- 

modious houſe, where he required, as ano- 
ther reaſonable accommodation, a conſtant 
fire to be kept for his ſon *. 
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If I ſend my ſon to be under your care, I ſuppoſe 
vou will at your expence fit up the garret and cloſet ad- 
joining: they may be made convenient, tho' the room is 
not near ſo good as that he has been lately uſed to. The 
chief things wanted, beſides thoſe mentioned, when I had 
the pleaſure of calling upon you, are ſome ſhelves for books, 
of which my ſon has a conſiderable number; drawers for 
his linnen and cloths, a table large ane to read and 
write at, and ſome chairs. | 
As three guineas are to be paid as, entrance, I 1 
my ſon may ſtay with you till October or September with- 
out making any allowance, if he is not abſent during that 
time. If he ſtays the remainder of the year, and is not 
abſent ſix weeks, I do not object to an allowance in pro- 
portion to gol.—for the reſt of the year. I wiſhto be clear 
both for my own ſake and for your's, as I ſhall then be 
able to mention your terms to my friends, who have ſons 
to educate, In caſe your anſwer is agreeable, I intend my 


| fon to come to your houſe the beginning of the next week. 
By 
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Hoy far the reader will go in his appro- 
dente, ee on this Rao, mult 


VE FRO your abilitivs ahd enn to the inftru@ion of 
pupils, I hope you will ſoon meet with all the ſucceſs you 
defires Mr. Hume I think fays that eloquence in England 
is far below the perfection to which it may be carried, — 


May not the ſame be ſaid of education, particularly of 


ſpeaking and Engliſh compoſition? Any gentleman with 
learning and talents, who ftudies to improve this branch, 
will deferve the thanks of the publie, and when his merit 

is known, will doubtleſs have the power of requiring ſuch 
terms, as will ſoon make him eaſy for life, iſ Hot rewarded 


| * preferment i in the church. 


8 | Nottingham, Town 96h, 785. | 
„gin; 
Your letter confirms me in a fuſpic ion, which your 
converſation excited, that you would not eaſily be fatisfied 
with any treatment of your fon. You ſuppoſe me, no 


doubt, to be ſome needy ſchool-maſter, who will be glad 


of a pupil upon any terms. You are miſtaken, I have 


a degree of ſpirit and liberality I do aſſure you, which ſome, 


I pereeive, in more afſluent circumſtances and politer life, 
appear not to poſſefs. I do not wiſh, that any man ſhould 
entruſt his ſon to my care, who does not think it of as much 
importance to kimſelf as to me. My merit is not to be tried 
and to be known, as you ſuppoſe: it has been tried, and is 
well known: and I am happy to number ſome of the great- 
eſt charafters of this kingdom in tation, abilities, and vir- 
tue, among my friends, That I have not been ſerved by 
them more effectually may ſeem a ſingularity to you; but 
it is a ſingularity for Wine" g could eaſily account. 


be 


( 259.) 
be leſt to his own judgement. I was reſolv- 
ed to act up to the ſpirit of theſe memoirs by 
ſhewing myſelf as Iam. Mankind, however, 
ſhould: be made to underſtand, and ſuch 
arrogant dictators in particular, that the 
office of a tutor is of the firſt uſefulneſs and 
dignity in ſociety, and that no pecuniary 
_ compenſation can be a proper equivalent 
for conſcientious inſpection of the morals, 
and the communication of valuable know- 
| ledge. Let us hear the admirable remarks 
of a ſpirited Roman on this ſubjett: Iſto 
modo, ne medico quidquam debere te, niſi 
mercedulam dices; nec præceptori, quia 
aliquid numeraveris: atqui omnium horum 
apud nos magna caritas, magna reverentia 
eſt. Quædam pluris ſunt quam emuntur. 
Emis a medico rem inæſtimabilem, vitam 
ac valetudinem bonam; a bonarum artium 
præceptore, ſtudia liberalia et animi eultum. 
Itaque his NON RE1 PRETIUM, SED OPERA - 
 $OLVITUR: mercedem NON MERITI, ſed 
| occupationis ſuæ, ferunt. SNA de 
Benef. vi, 15. = 
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A month or two before this period, I was 
honoured by the ſecretary of the Literary 
and Phaloſophacal: Society of Mancheſter with 
an account of the diſtinction ſhewn me by 
them in elefting me an honorary. member; 
though my diploma bears date April 28th, 
1784. This teſtimony of reſpect was more 
immediately occaſioned by a Effay on the 
Origin of Alphabetical Charatters, which 

received ſuch favour as 'to be read to the 
ſociety in two ſucceſſive meetings. Nor 
have other judges of literary merit diſting- 
uiſhed this production with more parſimoni- 
ous commendation. It has been inſerted, 
if I rightly remember, in the New Annual 
Regifter ; and I have been informed, that 
the editors of the Scotch Encyclopedia, which 
is now publiſhing in numbers, have thought 


it worthy of a place in their work. It was 


not, however, a ſpontaneous effuſion; but 


reluctantly brought forth at the intreaty of 


a friend, and written under a variety of 
inconvenient circumſtances. The reader, 
| perhaps will not be diſpleaſed, if it ſhould 
make its appearance in this place alſo, with 
additions and i improvements. 


e 


„„ 


ON THE | 


Orion of ALPHaneTICAL Cuan ACTERS. 


AT this period of time, when the human 
mind has acquired ſo much honour by the 
introduction of ſuch aſtoniſhing improve- 
ments into the various departments of phi- 
loſophy and ſcience, beyond the example 
of former ages; thoſe ſpeculations, which 
tend to aggrandize the dignity of reaſon, 
are received with avidity, and admitted 
with a readier acquieſcence, We are apt 
to conclude, that the ſame ingenuity and 
ſtrength of faculties, which have been able 
to inveſtigate the ſublime laws of the plane- 
tary ſyſtem, to adjuſt the tides, to diſen- 
tangle the rays of light, to detect the elec- 
tric fluid, and to extend their reſearches 
into the remoteſt regions of mathematic 
ſcience; muſt be adequate to any attain- 
ments and diſcoveries whatſoever. Nor has 
any diſputable topic of enquiry been ac- 
cepted more implicitly of late, even by men 
accuſtomed to heſitate and to examine, than - 
the gradual diſcovery of Alphabetical Cha- 
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valters by the ſncoalive exertions nn accu- 
mulated experience of mankind.— To call 
in queſtion a maxim ſo generally believed, 
may appear in the judgement of philoſo- 


phers, to ſavour of ſuperſtition and credu- 
 Uty : but, perhaps, it will be found, that 


the evidence in favour of this maxim, bears 


no proportion to the confidence, with which 
it is embraced. As a man, I rejoice in 


whatever is honourable to our nature: but 
various ſeruples have ever forbidden my 
aſſent to this popular article of belief. I 
will ſtate my objeRions to it with all poſſible 
perſpicuity and conciſeneſs; and then ſub- 
mit the determination of this queſtion to the 


Judgement and candour of the reader. 


I. The five firſt books of the Old Teſta- 
ment are, I believe, acknowledged by all to 
be, not only the moſt ancient compoſitions, 
but alſo the moſt early ſpecimens of A/pha- 


beticul Writing, at preſent exiſting in the 
world. Now, taking for granted the au- 


thenticity of the Moſaic records, if alpha- 


| thetical writing'be indeed the reſult of human == 


ingenuity, one great peeuliarity diſtinguiſnes 
it 'from all other human Imven ſons whatlo. 
ever; 


( 263 ) 


: the very firſt effort sucht it to 
Pente All the ſagacity and expe- 
rience of ſucceeding generations, illuſtrated 

by a vaſt influx of additional knowledge, 
beyond the moſt accompliſhed of their pre- 
deceſſors, have been unable to ſuperinduce 
any real improvement upon the Hebrew 
alphabet. This ſeems to me a ſingularity 
utterly irreconcileable to the common hypo- 
theſis: at leaſt I am acquainted with no 
plauſible anſwer to this objection. | 
Should any one reply, “ that Mon ical | 
e characters may have been in exiſtence 
many ages prior to the date of choſe 
* ſpecimens i in the ſeriptures, but that the 
« more ancient memorials, in which they 
« were exhibited, have periſhed by the deſo- 
« lations of ignorance and the viciſſitudes 
of time:“ I muſt demur at an argument 
that advances no premiſes of ſufficient va- 
lidity to authenticate this concluſion. For, 
1. It is mere affirmation, without the leaſt 
ſhadow of hiſtorical teſtimony to give it 
countenance. 2. To wave the authority 
of the Fewiſh ſcriptures upon this point; 
9 however, I muſt beg leave to ob- 
"#4 | ſerve. 
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ſerve, is corroborated. by abundant evi. 


dence from philoſophy and experience, as 
well as hiſtory) that ſimplicity of manners, 


predominant in the early ages, ſo obſerv- 


able in the accounts delivered down 


by every profane hiſtorian ; the confeſſed 


mediocrity of their intellectual acquire- 


ments, and the confined intercourſe of na- 


tions with each other, which would render 
ſuch an expedient leſs neceſſary, and there- 


fore leſs likely to be diſcovered: all theſe 


conſiderations ſeem to argue with no little 
cogency, that ſo complex, ſo curious, ſo 


wonderful, ſo conſummate a device, as that 


of alphabetical writing, could hardly be fir/t 


detetted by a race of men, whoſe wants 


were few, whoſe. advantages were circum- 


ſcribed, and whoſe ideas were commenſu= 
rate to their ſituation, This poſition, there- 


fore, conjectural as it is, and unſubſtantial, 


ſeems unworthy of further animadverlion. d 
II. II alphabetical writing were a human 


invention, the natural reſult of ingenuity 
and experience; might we not expect, that 


different nations would have fallen upon the 


ſameexpedient, independently of each other, 
during 


(ou 3 


during the compaſs of ſo many ages: when 
the faculties of the mind are equally ca- 
pable at all times, and in every corner of 
the univerſe; and when the habits of life 
and modes of thought inevitably bear fo 
great a reſemblance to each other in ſimilar 
ſtages of ſociety ? This, I ſay, were but a 
reaſonable expectation: Which, however, 
correſponds not to the event. For alpha- 
betical writing, as now practiſed by every 
people in the univerſe, may be referred to 
one common original. Now, if this propo- 
ſition can be proved, the argument from 
ſucceſſive derivation, without a lingle in- 
ſtance of independent diſcovery, muſt be al- 
loved to amount to the very higheſt degree 
ol probability in my favour : and the com- 
mon ſuppoſition will appear perfectly gra- 
tuitous, with the incumbrance alſo of this 
et paradox: Lou tell us, I might ſay, 
* of an invention, which is the regular con- 

* ſequence of rehnement in ſociety ; no- 
* thing more than a gradual advancement 
from what is plain to what is complex, 
> n a bmilar proceſs, purſued by the 
| 08 mind 


ts) 


| * mind in all its exertions for improvement: 
* and yet, we can perceive no reaſon to 
_ * conclude, that any community but one, 
and that in no wiſe diſtinguiſhed by any 
3 ſuperiority of inventive genius, or 
the improvements introduced by them 
into common life, ever compaſst this diſ- 
K covery; though the human powers have 
been uniformly the ſame, and the conduct 
* of ſociety has been greatly ſimilar in dif. 
_* ferent nations at different periods of 
» time.” | 
Let us confider then, how the evidence 
ſtands in this caſe : only premiſing, that, 
where a continuity of tranſmiſſion appears 
to have taken place, ariſing from the in- 
tercourſe of nations with each other; and 
where the words are the ſame, the gramma- 
tical conſtruction, and other minute pecu- 
liarities of compoſition much alike, in two 
languages; theſe languages are of the ſame 
texture: and that alphabetical compoſition, 
attended by theſe circumſtances of reſem- 
blance, muſt flow from one ſource: eſpe- 


cially, il che difference in the alphabetical 
marks 


* 
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marks of theſe two languages ſhould be no 


objection, but may be accounted for upon 


reaſonable principles. 

It will be readily allowed then, J pre- 
ſume, that no modern European nation, ex- 
cluſive of the Turtiſi empire indebted to 
the Greeks and Arabians, ſeparately invented 
alþhabetical writing : we all derived, with- 
out any doubt, this art from the Romans. 
The Romans never laid claim to the diſco- 

very: they aſcribed all their literary ad- 
vantages to the Greeks “. This accom- 


pliſhed people acknowledge, with one voice, 


to have received the art from the Pheni- 


cans 10 F; who, as well as their coloniſts the 


Carthagimuans, 


* See Aur, Vict. p. 12. 


+ So Suidas often; Plutarch, Herodotus, Juſtin a, Eons 


Clemens Alexandvinus, ſeveral authors in the Anthologia, Jo- 
ſephus, Critias and Sopater in Athenaus, Pliny, Diodorus Si- 
culus, Tacitus, Lucan iii. 220. This is an important paſ- 


ſage, The Plænicians were better known than the He- 


brews, whoſe language they ſpoke, and ſo had the credit of 
the diſcovery: ſee Diod. Sic. v. 74. It is eaſy to i improve 


5 on the invention of another, as Cicero obſerves. 
Nam neque tam eſt acris acies in naturis hominum et inge - 
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Curthaginians, are known by the learned to 
have ſpoken the Hebrew language, or a dia- 


left ſcarcely varying from the original. The 
Coptic, or Egyptian, wears the exatteſt re- 
ſemblance in the majority of it's characters 
tothe Greek; which, however, were not in- 
troduced, it is probable, before the founda- 
tion of Alexandria: many words are com- 
mon to it with the other Eaflern languages; 

and the impracticability of tracing more to 
this ſource partly ariſes from the paucity of 
the remains of their literature, and. partly 
from their unconneRted ſituation, and partly 
from alterations in a length of time: and 
theſe remarks are applicable to ſimilar dif- 
ficulties in the other tongues. This, there- 
fore, muſt be referred in all reaſon to the 
ſame origin. The Chaldee, Syriac, and later 


Samaritan, are dialetts of the Hebrew, with- 


out any conſiderable deviation, or many 


additional words. The AÆthiopic differs 


neque tanta tamen in rebus obſcuritas, ut eas non penitùs acri vir 


ingenio cernat, ſi modo aſpexerit. De Ox. iii. 31. See alſo 
Curtius, iv. 4. 19, and the note in Pitiſcus's edition. Euſebius, 


præp. Ev. ix. 26. x. 5. and particularly —_— on Man, vol. i. 
** 
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more from the Hebrew, but ſtill leſs than 
the Arabic. Theſe languages, however, not- 
withſtanding ſuch deviations; have iſſued 
ſrom the ſame ſtock ; as the ſimilarity of 
their formation, and the numberleſs words, 
common to them all, demonſtrably evince : 
and the Perfic has a cloſe affinity to the 
Arabic. Alterations would naturally be in- 
troduced, proportionate to the civilization 
of the ſeveral poſſeſſors, and the time and 
diſtance of their ſeparation from the other 
nations: and this will account for the ſu- 
perior copiouſneſs of ſome above the reſt. 
So then, not to determine which was the 
more ancient lan guage, the Hebrew, Syriac, 
or Arabic, a queſtion of no importance on 
this occaſion; all the languages in uſe 
amongſt men, that have been conveyed 
in alphabetical characters, were the lan- 
guages of people, connected ultimately, or 
immediately, with thoſe, who have handed 
down the earlieſt ſpecimens of writing to 
poſterity. And, when the languages of the 
eaſtern nations are ſo fimilar—when ſo cu- 
ous an art would be, in all probability, 
the firſt Improvement . communicated by- 
one 
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(a) 


one people to another—is it not morally E.- 

certain, that alhhabeticul writing originally WM » 
centered in one people? For length of 5. 
time has deprived us of expreſs hiſtorical 


teſtimony in this caſGQ. 

Indeed, this propoſition ſeems, to "a ſuf. 
ficiently aſcertained by another argument ; 
that is, from the ſameneſs of the artificial 
denomi nations of the letters in the Oriental, 
Greek, and Latin languages; accompanied 
too by a ſimilar e * Beta, 
and ſo on. 

But, in oppoſition to this evidence, ſome 
vill argue againſt all poſſible admiſſion of 
our concluſion, by alledging the entire diſ- 
ſimilarity of characters employed by the 
ancients to diſcriminate their letters. Why 
* ſhould not one nation, it will be urged, 
adopt from the other the mode of ex- 
e prefling the art, as well as the art itſelf? 


* another ſyſtem of characters 2” 
Voarious anſwers may be returned to this 
objettion. | 

1. We know, from the Four | 
own * what diverſities may be in- 


troduced 


Co) 


roliie®] in this reſpect merely by length 


of time, and an intercourſe with neigh- 


bouring nations. And ſuch an effect would 


be much more likely to take place, before 


the art of printing had contributed to eſta- 
bliſh an uniformity of character. For, when 


every work was tranſcribed by the hand, 
we may eaſily imagine, how many varia- 


tions would ariſe from the fancy of the 
ſcribe, and the mode of writing ſo con- 
ſtantly different in individuals. What two 


perſons write without the plaineſt ſymptoms 
of peculiarity ? 

2. Vanity might ſometimes give occaſion 
to this diverſity. When an individual of 


another community had become acquainted | 


with this wonderful artifice, he might en- 
- deayour to recommend himſelf to his own 


people, as the deviſer of it: and, to evade 
detection, might have recourſe to the ſub- 
ſtitution of new ſymbols. But let no more 

credit be given to this conjecture than it de- 5 


ſerves, not improbable in itſelf. 


3. The characters of the alphabet * ght, 
ſometimes, be accommodated, as much as 


poſſible, to the ſymbolical marks already in 
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uſe enen a particular people. Theſe, 
having acquired 'a high degree of ſanity 
by the uſe of many generations, would not 
be eaſily ſuperſeded, without the aid of 
0 me uch contrivance, by a an 1 adventitious 

4. But I have more than boijeftire to 


offer in ſupport of this argument; even the 


teſtimony of an ancient hiſtorian; whoſe 


account will ſerve as a general evidence in 
this caſe, and may lead us to conclude, that 
ſimilar deviations' may have taken place, 


amongſt other claſſes of men, as well as in 
that inſtance, which he particularly , og 


from his own know ledge. 
- Herodotus,” in one part of his hiſtory, has 
(hes following relation : 
„ Thoſe Phenicrans, who came with Cad: 
© mus, introduced many improvements 


among the Greeks, and alphabetical writ- 


ing too, not known, in my opinion, to 
the Greeks before that period. At firſt 
they uſed the Hfiænician character: but 
in proceſs of time, as the pronunciation 


altered, the flandard of the letters was 
* alſo changed. The Ionian Greeks inha- 
bited 


ao Ye. 


5 ( 273 ) 
« bited/.at that time the parts adjacent 
to Pheœnicia: who, having received the 
« art of alphabetical writing from the Pha» 


« n:c2ans, uſed it, with an alteration of fome 


v few characters: and confeſst ingenu- 
_ « ouſly, that it was called Phenzcran, from 
the introducers of it. And I have ſeen 
* myſelf the characters of Cadmus in the 
« temple of 1/menian Apollo at Thebes in 
« Beotia, engraven upon tripods, and very 
much reſembling the Jonian characters . 


5. The old Samaritan is preciſely the 


ſame as the Hebrew language: and the Sa- 
maritan Pentateuch ſcarcely varies by a 


5 ſingle letter in twenty words from the He- 


brew. But the characters are widely dif- 
ferent; for the Jews adopted the Chaldaic 
letters, during their captivity at Babylon, 
inſtead of the characters of their forefathers. 


This difficulty then ſeems to have been an 8 


ficiently conſidered. . 
III. What we know of thoſe nations, who 


have continued for "ny centuries uncon- 


. farther on is og of the ben cal © on the 
Sigean Inſcription, ſe&, xv. Suidas in Tauer & ME, the 
Scholiaſt on the Oreftes of Euripides, verſ. 432, 
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nected with the reſt of the . ſtrongly 


militates againſt the hypotheſis of the hu- 


man invention of alphabetical writing. The 
experiment has been fairly made upon the 


ingenuity of mankind for a longer period, 
than that which is ſuppoſed to have pro- 


duced” alphabetical writing by regular gra- 


dations: and this experiment ne 
peremptorily in our favour. © + | 
The Qineſe, a people famous Got ir 
diſcoveries and mechanical turn of genius, 


have made ſome advances towards the de- 
lineation of their ideas by arbitrary ſigns ; 


but have nevertheleſs been unable to ac- 
compliſn this exquiſite device: and, after ſo 
long a trial to no purpoſe, we may reaſon- 


ably infer, that their mode of writing, which 
is growing more intricate and voluminous 
every day, would never terminate in fo 
clear, ſo comparatively ſimple, an expe- 
dient, as that of alphabetical characters. 

The Mextcans alſo, on the new Conti- 
nent, had made ſome rude attempts of the 


ſame kind, but with leſs ſuccels than the 
K. 


We 
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We know alſo, that Freroglyblucs, were 
in uſe among the Agyptians, potterior to 
the practice of alphabetical writing by the 
Jerus but, whether the Fhiſtolograpliy, as 
it is called, of the former people, Which was 
in vogue during the continuance of Hero- 
glyphncs, might not poſſibly. be another name 
for alphabetical writing, I will not take upon 
me to decide. 

Now what will our adverſaries wth to 
this? They will pertinaciouſſy maintam, 
that alphabetical writing is a human inven- 
tion: and yet all thoſe nations, who have 
been. converſant with this expedient, are 
diſcovered to have derived it from the ſame 
original, from ſome one people in the eaft, 
whoſe time and means of attaining it we 
cannot now certainly find out; but are 
compelled to conclude from analogy, and 
the experience of other nations, that their 
imagination, as it was not, more fertile, was 
not more ſucceſsful, than that of their neigh- 
bours. 
Again: Where large communities have 
flouriſhed for ages, but unconnetted with 

thole countries, which enjoyed this advan- 
| | | T 2 | tage, | 
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tage, their own ſolitary exertions were ne- 
ver capable of effecting this capital diſco- 
very. Is it poſſible for preſumptive evi- 
dence to be more ſatisfactory than this? 
IV. Laſtly, We will conſider the argu- 
ment, upon which the commonly yen 
opinion depends : that is, the natural gra 
dation through the ſeveral ſpecies of Im. 
bols, acknowledged to have been in uſe 
with various people, terminating at laſt, by 
an eaſy tranſition, in the detection of alpha- 
betical characters. I cannot ſee this regu- 
larity of proceſs, this eaſe of tranſition, ſo 
clearly as ſome others appear to do; but 
let every one determine for himſelf from 
the contemplation of the ſeveral ſtages of 
emblematical repreſentation. 
1. The firſt method of cmbodying . 
would be, by drawing a repreſentation of 
the objects themſelves. The imperfection 
of this method is very obvious, both on ac- 
count of it's tediouſneſs, and it's inability of 
going, beyond external appearances, to the 
abſtract ideas of the mind. 

2. The next method would be foaievhat 


more re general, and would ſubſtitute two or 
three 


Em) 


three prine ipal circumſtances for the whole 
tranſaction. So two kings, for example, 


engaging each other with military weapons, 


might ſerve to convey the idea of a war 


between two nations. This abbreviated 
method would be more expeditious than - 


the former: but what it gained in conciſe- 
neſs, it would loſe in perſpicuity. The 
great deſideratum would ſtill be unat- 
chieved. This is only a deſcription, more 
compendious indeed, but ſtill a deſcription, 
of outward objects alone, by drawing their 
- reſemblance. To this head, if I miſtake 


not, the picture writing of the Mexicans is 


tobe referred. T2 

3. The next advance would be, to the 
uſe of ſymbols: the incorporation, as it 
were, of abſtract and complex ideas in 


figures more or leſs generalized, in propor- 


tion to the improvement of it. Thus, in 


the earlier ſtages of this device, a circle 
might ſerve to expreſs the fun, a ſemicircle 

the moon: which is only a contraction of 
the foregoing method. This ſymbol writing 


in it's advanced ſtate would grow more re- 


lined, but  znigmatical and myſterious in 
1 en 
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proportion to it's reſinement. Hence it 
would become leſs fit for common ule, and, 
therefore, more particularly appropriated 
to the myſteries of philoſophy and religion. 
Thus two feet ſtanding upon water, ſerved 
to exprels an impoſſibility a ſerpent denoted 
the oblique trajectories of the heavenly bo- 
dies: and the beetle, on account of ſome 
ſuppoſed properties of that inſect, ſerved to 
repreſent the ſun. Of this nature were the 
1 ee of the Ægyptians *. ! 
4- But, this method being too ſubtle and 
complicated for common uſe, the only plan 
to be purſued, was a reduction of the firſt 
ſtage of the preceding method. Thus a 
dot, inſtead of a circle, might ſtand for the 
ſun and a ſimilar abbreviation might be 
extended to all the ſymbols. Upon this 
{cheme, every object and every idea would 
have it's appropriated mark: theſe marks, 
therefore, would have a mulliplicity com- 
menſurate to the works of nature, and the 
operations of the mind. This method alſo 
was 1 vari PL, the Egyptians, but has 


ns Ser Amm. Marc. 3 xvii. 4. 


received 


received it's ; higheſt perfection from the 
Chineſe... Their vocabulary is conſequently 
interminable, and almoſt infinite: ſo that 
the longeſt. life is ſaid to be 1 incompetent to 
a complete acquaintance. with it: and who. 
does not ſee, that it may be extended to 
any aſſignable point whatever? Now, if we 
compare this amazingly tedious, and cum- 
berſome, and prolix contrivance, with the 
aſtoniſhing brevity and perſpicuity of al- 
fhabetical writing, we muſt be perſuaded, 
that no two things can readily be conceived 
more diſfimilar ; and that the tranſition, 
from a ſcheme, conſtantly enlarging itſelf 
and growing daily more intricate, to an ex- 
preſſion of every poſſible idea by the modi- 
fied arrangement of four and twenty marks, 
is not ſo very eaſy and perceptible, as ſome 
have imagined. Indeed, this ſeems to be 
ſtill rather an expreſſion of things by cor- 
relative characters, like the ſecond ſtage of 
ſymbol writing, than the notification of ideas 
by arbitrary ſigns. But, perhaps, we are 
not ſo intimately acquainted with the Ri- 


neſe method, as will juſtify any conclulions 
>.” from 
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from it reſpefting this ſubjebt. We know, 
however, that it is widely different from the 
art of alphabetical ene and infinite | 
ſerior to it. = » 4 Er 

5 Till theſe obje W man inden 
tion of alphabetical characters are refuted, 
there will be no reaſon, I apprehend, to treat 
a a different ſuppoſition from that generally 
admitted, as chimerical, and deſtitute of 


philoſophical propriety. 
As for the claim of the en to the 
invention of letters, that will not appear 
plauſible to thoſe who have read Dr. 
Woodward's Eſſay in the en, on the 
learning of that people. 
I will finiſh this imperfect difſertation 
by two or three remarks. relating to * 


ſubject. | 
1. Pliny aſſerts the ule of letters to have 
been eternal. This ſhews the antiquity of 
the practice to extend beyond the æra of 
authentic hiſtory. _ 
2. The caballiſtical doctors of the ws 


x ie that — . was one 
-— 


ta) 


of the ten linge, which G God created: on the 
| RE the ſabbath.” | 

Moſt of the profane authors of an- 
tiquity aſcribe the ert uſe of alhhabetical 
| charafters to he Egyptians: Who, accord- 
ing to ſome, received the expedient from 
Mercury; and necortlitig to others, from 
oo God Teuth. | l 
4. Is there any reaſon to W from 
5 haftory of the human mind, that ora! 
language, which has been long perſett, be. 
yond any memorials of our Perles! in hea- 
then writers “, and is cozval with man, ac- 
cording to the teſtimony of ſcripture: is 
there any reaſon, I ay, to ſuppoſe, that 
even language itſelf + is the effect of human 
ingenuity and experience? | 


* 


Ir now reſume the thread of 1 my hiſtory. 


„See Tzetzes Chil, . fold, 28. 
+ Sec Famblichus vit. Pyth, ſc, xi, 


Though 
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Though bed ver rendthaichrah; fa 


vice in public ſince I gave up my curacy 


at Liverpool in June, 1779, J had preached 


now and then at various ſeaſons and in 
ſeveral places. Theſe I ſhall ſpecify, as they 


will take up no long time in the enumera- 


tion, and will fill up the chart of my theo- 
logical operations as a deacon, in the Church 
of England. But my ſermons were all Free 
will offerings, and received no pecuniary 
compenſation. I once took the pains to 
calculate all the profits of my clerical war- 


fare, iſſuing from chriſtenings, burials, and 


weddings without number for tree months, 
whilſt I was curate at Sf. Peter's, Liverpool; 
from preſents, weather Falls, allowances of 


wine, &c. in three curacies, laſting together 
nearly twelve ca and the amount was 
431. 16s. 2d. 5 ERS. | 
I preacht, once or twice for the curate of 
Bramcote in the church there in 2783, and 


once 1n the mother church of Attenborough, a 
village about tzvo miles ſouth of Bramcote 


on the banks of the Trent, and famous 


for giving birth to HENRY * Lord 
—_— 


(83) 
Deputy of Ireland during the protectorate 
and ſon- indlaw to Cromwell, This place is 
incorrectly called Atten/on by Mr. Noble in 
his inſtructive memoirs of the protectorate 
houſe of Cromwell. I have ſeen the entrance 
of his baptiſm in the regiſter, and thought 
it had ſtood at the year 160g ; but as our 
hiſtorian mentions 1610, and this year bet- 
ter accords with the other dates there ſpeci- 
| fied, my memory, I ſuppoſe, has failed me. 
Indeed our little county was eminently fer- 
tile of thoſe choice ſpirits, who inſtructed 
mankind with ſuch enegry and ſucceſs in 
che leſſons of civil liberty in the laſt cen- 
tury, which their diſciples of our days are 
practiſing in a manner infinitely honour- 
able to themſelves and their preceptors : 
but the names of theſe heroes I cannot give 
with ſufficient exactneſs and authority. 

At the requeſt of my brother, I preacht 
the ſermon upon the general peace at Rzc/i- 
mond in 1784: the Infirmary ſermon at St. 
Peter's in Nottingham in 1785 or 6: and 
twice at St. Marys about the ſame time. 
And there ends my liſt of theſe Knee 


exhibidons. 
1 
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My WIEN went on in a calm uninter- 
rupted. tranquillity, with reſpect to my 
| tuition, my family, and my ſtudies, to the 
ring porn: when, I was ſeized; with a 
xoulder from a grievance, 
unt could ever. be given, 
| — = 83 me beyond meaſure, 
and almoſt beyond endurance, for wo en- 
tire years, without material abatement: nor 
am I delivered from the apprehenſion of a 
return, or the occaſional impreſſions of it, 
to this hour. I could ſeldom procure either 
eaſe or ſleep without opiates, and for three 
weeks I have not been able to lie down in 


| bed, or to put my cloaths off, eee 


hours. 


Per varios br per tot Mini rerum, 
Tendimus in Latium, ſedes ubi fata quietas 
| | js 8, 


An entire interru ption of my ſtudies was 

the neceſſary conſequence of this unrelent- 
ing malady: except that I endeavoured to 
lull my pains in the earlier ſtages of this 
| diſorder by writing ſome remarks on the 


poems of Ms. Gray, which Kearſley pub- 
liſht ; | 
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liſht; prefixing a life of the poet without 
my knowledge and the conſent of the author 
of it, who wrote an angry letter to me on 
occaſion of this literary depredation, equal- 
"0 * to myſelf and the aggrieved 
party. > other articles were huddled 
together at — end without my approbation. 
The only fruits of this publication, which 
was indulged with the warm encomiums of 
all the periodical journals of that time, were 
a ſingle copy for myſelf. The Georgics of 
: Virgil alſo afforded my mind ſome allevia- | 
tion in this diſtreſs. An enthuſiaſtic admi- 
ration of the fineſt poem of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed poet in the univerſe, furniſht the 
moſt powerful alleviation of this ſeries of 
ſorrows, next to the ſtudies and conſolations 
of religion. A conſideration of the very 
diſadvantageous circumſtances, in which 
that publication was prepared for the preſs, 


Voill diſpole the candid critic to make 


ſuitable allowances of exculpation for the 
many inaccuracies and imperfections of it. 
Some of the criticiſms need no apology, 
and will be received * the ableſt judges 
with 
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times. e | 


may be accommodated, and no inducement, 


. 
th gratification and applauſe” in future 


* "W.- 4 * "of % #2 ff „ 


And in this on it becbmet me to de- 


Clare the liberality with which the Uxr- 


vERSITY of CAMBRIDGE condufts publi- 
cations of this nature : the recital of which 
cannot fail to reflect upon them abundant 


| honour from the learned of all denomina- 


tions in the community at large. The work 
is propoſed to the fyndics, or curators of the 
untverfity-preſs. One of their body is re- 
queſted to read the performance, in order 
to form an eſtimate of it's merits, and to 
judge of the expediency of printing it, with 


reſpect to the credit, or diſcredit of the 


work, to their body and the untver/ity at 
large. Upon his approbation the work is 
configned to the preſs; the whole expence 
is defrayed by the untverfity, and the entire 
copy preſented gratis to the author. The 
only interference of the Hndicate on theſe 
occaſions is, to fix the price of the volume, 
which is uſually, but not much, below the 
current rate; that the public, on one hand, 


ON 
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on the other, holden out to the ſpeculating. 
yes of theſe. articles of trade. 

Some typographical inaccuracies deform 
this] edition of the Georgics, from truſting 
the correction of the preſs to others, who 
indeed- ought not to be expetted to ſubmit 
to ſuch an irkſome taſk. It would be a 
very reaſonable indulgence to us poor au- 
thors from the legiſlature, to ſuffer our 
proofs to be conveyed. free, like news-papers, - 
in a caſe open at each end for the preven- 
tion of fraud. Surely it would reflect no 
diſhonour on any government to ſhew this 

trivial token at leaſt of it's reſpett for letters. 
Nor would the revenue be materially im- 
| paired, Many are induced to relinquiſh 
publications all-together, or to defer their 
ſchemes of authorſhip to a time, which never 
arrrives, rather than encounter the enormous 
expences of ſuch a reciprocation of poſtage, 
as a work of any length requires: and thus 
that paper is not uſed, which is productive 
to government by it's conſumption. This 
is a very ſerious inconvenience to many; 
and I am one who ſpeak from experiment 


| feelingly 
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n upon the ſubject. I-wiſh ſome 
ſtateſman of taſte and magnanimity would 
ſtand our friend: and theſe qualities have 
taken up their reſidence with Mx. Fox, 
who would perform a congenial ſervice in 


attempting the accom apliſhment ot” our pe- 


tition. 


the uniue ty. The ſociety of this ingenu- 


ous and amiable youth was a ſource of per. 


petual ſatisfaction, and he uſually paſt his 


vacations with me till the completion of his 
academical career in his firft degree. I tried 
change of air at Richmond and at Scar- 


borough ; but Time was to me the maſter 


phyſician, that, in the words of A, 


made all things eaſy ®. 


In the beginning of the year 2788, 1 was 


induced to animadvert with all the ſeverity, 


This debility of mind and body rendered 

a ſuitable attention to my pupils an abſolute 
impoſſibility. I was delivered from all but 
one, Mr. Robert Hibbert, the couſin of my 
patron, who was ſoon to be transferred to 


ms# A «a io 
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which the occaſion 'appeared, in my appre- | 
henſion, to demand, on ſome of the pom- 


pous inanities of DR. HoRSLEV, now Biſhop 
of St. David's *; not the leaſt conceited 
and audacious controverſialiſt of ancient 
or modern days. Indeed, ſuch is the domi- 
neering and inſolent ſpirit of this redoubt- 
able champion of the hierarchy, that even 
his own patrons, who want advocates, ap- 
pear afraid of truſting him with too much 
power. For my part I wiſh heartily for his 
preferment to the very higheſt dignities of 
his profeſſion, and ſhould be very happy to 


pay him my reſpetts, and eat an archiepi/- - 


copal dinner with him at Lambeth. I ſhould 

be ſtanding then on the tiptoe of expecta- 
tion for the happy moment, in which this 
ecclefiaſtical Sampſon would pull down the 
temple of the hierarchy upon the lords and 
upon all the people that are therein. 

It is, however, moſt ſincerely regret- 
ted by 'me, that the diſpoſitions of this 


ln an e Slow preached before DR. SauuET 
HATTITAx, then Biſhop of Glouceſter ; who was an acquaint- 
ance of my father's, and knew me, and had been a fellow 
of our college: to whom my remarks were addreſſed in a 
letter. 
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prelate ſhould have been warped either by 
pride, ambition, or ſelfiſhneſs, to ſuch an 
exceſſive obliquity, as diſplays itſelf through- 
out his writings. The native vigour of his 
faculties, his commendable ſhare of learn- 
ing, his elegant and nervous ſtyle, and 
his ingenuity of invention, might have been 
happily employed to the advancement of 


ſcience, and to the confirmation and re- 


_ commendation of the chriſtianity of the 
ſcriptures, It is a miſerable reverſe to 
theſe glorious utilities, to ſell one's ſelf to a 
fem, and to be occupied in the dirty 
drudgery of an eftabl;ſhment. Talk not to 
me of a concern for religion and a venera- 
tion for truth, when a man is already in 
poſſeſſion of great preferment, and is ex- 
petting more. Reaſon and philoſophy can 
accept with confidence no declarations of 
integrity and conviction, when a bribe has 
been received . I allow, and am ſure, 
| that 


* Diſcite: non inter lances menſaſque nitentes, 
Cum ſtupet inſanis acies fulgoribus, et eum 
Acclinis falſis animus meliora recuſat : 


Verum hic OO mecum diſquirite. Cur hoc ? 
Dicam 
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that many dignified clergymen are perfectly 
honeſt and ſincere in profeſſing the doctrines 
of the church, but it is an inſult to the 
common ſenſe of mankind in every age to 
call them wunprejudiced and proper witneſſes. 

We ſhould recollect the penetrating remark 
of the Jewiſh ſage: The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and deſperately wicked. 

But I would not wiſh the reader to infer 
from theſe remarks, that I have in fact 
given an opinion upon the points in diſpute 
between this ſturdy polemic, and his anta- 


goniſt DR. PRIESTIEY; becauſe in truth 1 
have not read the performances of either on 


the diſputed points. One day, however, 
whilſt I was waiting in a library alone, I 


Dicam, fe potero. Male verum examinat omnis 
Corruptus judex, ; Horace, 


Let's talk, my friends / but talk before we dine: 
Moe, when a gilt buffet's reſlected pride 
Turns you from ſound philoſophy afide ; 
| Not, when from plate to plate your eye-balls roll, 
And the brain dances to the mantling bowl, 


Non ſhalt take no gift : for the gift blindeth the wiſe, and 
ferverieth the words of the righteous, Exod. xxiii. 8. 


U2 opened 
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opened our profits s book in that part of 
it, in which he deſcants on the Greek word 
tary. I ſmiled within me to obſerve the 
craft, with which this pretender to þhilo- 
logical preciſion had ramified the ſignifica- 
tions of this poor word, in all the oſtenta- 
tion of technical parade v. The term has 
two ſenſes only, and is incapable of more. 
It's primary meaning is @ man in a 
ſtation ; it's ſecondary, that character, which 
a a man in private ſtation uſually exhibits. 
The object of our artificer of diſputation, in 
ſuch diſplays as theſe, was, I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
after cannonading the caſtle of theſe non- 
conformiſt ideots with a volley of ſhot from 
his pedantic battery, to advance under the 
cover of the ſmoke, and take the faſtneſſes 
by ſtorm; without the tediouſneſs of a regu- 


* I cannot but have a very mean opinion of writers, 
who will put on the appearance of aſſurance and certainty, 
that they may carry the guiſe of perfect knowledge and 
judgement to the bulk of their readers, where they are far 
from being at that certainty, which they affect. And 
every one muſt have a worſe opinion of thoſe, who give 
themſelves this air only to ſerve party or private views. 

| Lon BARRINGTON: | 


Jar 


(98) 


lar approach by the mines of argument or 
the lodgements of confutation. 


In the Autumn of this year I let off a fly 
cracker againſt the church, under the title 
of, Foux Marks Or ANTICHRIST, or 4 
Supplement to the Marburtonian Lecture, 
vithout a name. My object in this little 
effort was to point out four characteriſtics of 
genuine C Hriſtianity incompatible with the 
doctrines and conſtitution of the Church of 

England. But the reader may poſſibly be 
curious to know upon what inducement 7 
of all men living, fo unſuitably to my diſ- 
poſition and the general tenour of my life, 
| ſent into the world an anonymous publica- 
tion “; and adopted a practice, not very 
allowable, in my opinion, when a man pre- 
ſumes to find fault in terms of ſuch vehe- 
mence with the conduct and ſentiments of 


* Indeed, another patdphilbs before dd was ano- 
- nymous ; but in the dedication of that, I had ſo. be-praiſed 
Bis nor Poxrzus, according to my real ſentiments at the 
time, that I had no mind to be known, leſt I ſhould incur 
the imputation of Lattering a great man to ſerve. my: own 
intereſt, | 


„„ 


+ 2 
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his neighbours, Iwill ingenuouſly W 
reaſons for this procedure with the utmoſt 


ſimplicity and clearneſs; not much, per- 

haps, to the credit of my prudence with the 

wary ſons of circumſpection and deſign. 
In the e place then, I had lived long 


enough in the world to be ſenſible of the 
magical influence of a name in recom- 
mending a book to public notice, or in re- 


tarding 1t's advances to a popular reception. 
For once, therefore, I felt an inclination to 
try how an ambiguous title upon a very 

intereſting ſubject would operate on. the 
public. The reviewers, I think, gave a 
creditable criticiſm upon the performance, 


though they ſpoke of the gall, in which the 
writer had dipped his pen. The ſcheme, 
however, did not anſwer. Very few indeed 
were ever ſold; but more ſince it was 
known to be mine than before. Yet, I be- 


lieve, in accounting for the general infe- 
licity or any publications, two other cauſes 
ſhould be conſidered ; the one is, a ſcarcity 
of advertiling, to which I am driven by the 
enormity of the expence, which would 
readily | ſwallow up all the profits of my 

little 


ia 


little productions: and the other, the want 
of that zeal, which a well-accuſtomed book- 
| ſeller will exerciſe in the ſale of works wor» 
thy of his purchaſe. 
My ſecond and principal inducement to 
the ſuppreſſion of my name at the publica- 
tion of that pamphlet was, an unwilling- 


ness to diſguſt my good friends at Cambridge: 


to ſpeak more properly, a fear of irri- 
tating them to ſuch a degree, by my rude- 
neſs to the great goddeſs Diana, whom all 
Aſia worſhippeth, as to withdraw from me 
their patronage and good opinion. And 
this, I own, was to me a very ſerious con- 
ſideration. For, as the ſtate of my affairs 
would not allow me to publiſh my criticiſins 
at my own hazard, the moſt pleaſing em- 
ployment of my time, liberal in itſelf and 
poſſibly not altogether unimportant to good 
letters, would be abſolutely ſuperſeded : 
for what can animate our exertions, but 
Hope? who will be laborious with a 
daily and nightly perſeverance, merely wr - 
the ſake of occupation only; in a means 
without any end, but a ſelfiſh es of 
taſte pu 
U 4 „„ 
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At the top of my literary articles ſor the 
year 1789, ſtand Remarks: on 1 en 


which might gain Ape oy b leaft for 
it's good intentions towards we: rg from 
every claſs of Chriſtians. The journalifts 
of the day were candid and liberal in their 
character of this performance, which was 
written from the heart, and has been ap- 
plauded by ſome, whoſe capacities of judge- 
ment cannot be diſputed. Even the Chri/- 
tran religion, however, ſeems but a dull 
ſubject in the apprehenſions of the preſent 
age: ſo that the difference to me is not 
very material, whether I write ro Q iſbi- 
anity, or AGAINST the church. My biping 
produces no dance, and my mourning no 
lamentation. I queſtion not, but the inter- 
nal evidences of our eftabl:iſhment would ſuit 
more prelates than the internal evidences of 
the goſpel. But I ſhall not haſtily make 
this experiment. The ery would then be 
| Av ToT&%pwl Naperi reel. A ſmall e ere 
of this pamphlet is not yet ſold off. 


Nee "UL 3 in han cervis, 
Et freta deſtituent nudos in littore piſces, a 
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in June of the ſame year, cateifiinh 


from the Cambridge preſs the firſt part of a 
work, which I mean to carry on through 


the whole compals of ancient literatur e, if . 


the fountain of life and health ſhall not 
ceaſe to flow, nor the ſources of academical 
favour be dried up. It was named, Silva 


Critica, five in auttores ſacros profanoſque 


commentarius phalologus. My grand inten- 
tion in the plan of this work was the union 
of theological and claſſical learning, the il- 
luſtration of the Scriptures by light bor- 
rowed from the philology of Greece and 
Rome, as a probable means of recommend- 
ing the books of revelation to the notice of 
ſcholars; and thus promoting in the world 
at the ſame time, a Profitable heatſieniſm, if 
I may be indulged in this ſingularity of ex- 


preſhon for the ſake of brevity, and a a- 
tional theology. The capital obſtacle, Ihave 


been long perſuaded, to a tolerably general 
uniformity of ſentiment on the fundamental 
fonts of &riſlianity, with honeſt minds, ſu- 


perior to the ſordid allurements of intereſt, 


is the ſlender acquaintance, which even the 


miniſters 
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miniſters and profeſſors of the goſpel them- 


ſelves' have made with the original lan- 


guage of the New Teſtament. Theſe ſacred | 


oracles of divine truth are uſually appre- 
hended through the medium of an inter- 
preter, and addreſs themſelves of courſe to 


the underſtanding with a certain portion of 


ambiguity and myſticiſm. They verily ſpeak 
well, 'but we are not edified. Beſides, too 


many Chriſtians are apt to conceive of the 
Old and New Teſtaments as compoſitions not 
to be ſtudied and diſcuſſed like ordinary 


writings : which groſs miſconception is a 


ſerious hindrance to juſt ideas of G 
bianity. As ſoon as the common rules of cri- 


 tici/m ſhall be generally applied to the Scrip- 
tures, and every portionof them eſtimatedand 


examined with a freedom of diſcuſſion, un- 
awed by the apprehenſions of a fooliſh ſu- 
perſtition, Truth will advance with rapid 


ſtrides on her career throughout the uni- 


verſe, and the prediction of Habakkuk * will 
be _— n 6 to It's fulfillment: The 


N 11 4 c. ü. V. 14 
earth 
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earth fhal be filled with the hnowledge of the 5 


Lord, as | ths, waters cover . 


| About 3 met e eee, | 


which I had long wiſhed for in vain, of wit- 
neſſing a moſt extraordinary ventriloguiſt. 
I heard him in the ſtreet alarming the mul - 
titude with his myſterious ejaculations, and 


brought him home with me for a ſatisfacto- 


ry examination of this uncommon faculty. 


He was a man of about thzrty years of age. 


He told me, that he had accidentally diſco- 
vered his ability to ſpeak in this manner 
about t,. years before, and that he had 
much improved it, in producing louder and 
diſtincter tones, ſince the firſt diſcovery. By 


ſome pecuhar conformation, I preſume, of 


the organs, he could ſpeak with the n/p:ra- 
lion of the breath, and ſo throw a ſound 


into his lungs. But the exertion was al- 


ways accompanied with difficulty and fa- 
tigue. When the voice was loudeſt, he 
uſed to turn gradually from the company 
to conceal the motion of his lips, and to 
favour the deception, as if the noiſe pro- 
ceeded from his 888 As he ſtood in the 


middle 
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1 2 room „ and occaſionally Con- 
verſed in his natural tone of voice, when he 


ſpoke inwardly and in a fainter accent, the 


ſpectator would naturally, according to the 


uniform habit with reſpect to ſounds in ſuch = 


à caſe, refer this feebler voice to a remoter 

ſtation, and conceive of it as iſſuing from a 
corner, or ſome other point, beyond the 
man. This is the whole of the myſtery; 
and this ſolution will account for that ſingu- 
* all che en, of it's ex- 


hibition. 


Theſe people were called 3 Beth * 
Shakers, by the Greeks ; by the Hebrews and 
Chaldees Da, from the ſwelling of the belly 

in ſpeaking. There is a ſort of poſſeſſion 


among the blacks in Jamaica; and under 


it's imaginary influence nothing can con- 
ſole theſe unhappy victims, or induce them 
to receive ſuſtenance : they abandon them- 


ſelves irrecoverably to deſpair. Theſe 


people call this affection, having oy ; the 
ſame word, I make no doubt, as the above 
oriental term. We are not ſure, how the 


inhabitants of the Eaft might pronounce the 
firſt letter of the alphabet : not to mention 


the 


(301) 
the frequent commutation ſor each other 


of the A and O, in _ e language 
in ene | 


"th July, 4 ſociety at Nottingham, com- 
poſed of a ſele& number of friends, con- 
genial in ſentiment and diſpoſitions, was im- 
paired by an irreparable calamity in the 
death of our aſſociate, MR. SAMUEL Hev- 
woo, attorney at law, a native of Manj- 
field mthis county. The loſs indeed of this 
moſt excellent perſon was not confined to 
the narrow circle of our ſociety. From the 
peculiar poſture of affairs at that time in 
Nottingham, from the great influence which 
his public ſituation would have ſuperadded 
to talents and virtues, capable of command- 
ing reſpect and operating to public uſeful- 
neſs in almoſt any ſituation, and from his 
unimpeachable character in a - profeſſion 
eminently ſerviceable within it's ſphere of 
action, when conducted by integrity; no 
eſtimate could eaſily be formed of the loſs, 
which the community at large ſuſtained by 
his death. No event of my whole life im- 
| preſst 


preſst on my mind a more forcible con- 
viction of the unſearchable counſels of the 
divine adminiſtration, and a more myſte- 
rious admiration of that ſtupendous viſ- 
dom, which baffles every effort of human 
ſagacity in attempting to account for the 
tardy progreſs of human things to the ma- 
turity of happineſs and virtue. The plant 
is blighted after kindly germinating and 
putting forth it's bloſſoms in the full pro- 
miſe of future plenty, merely, it ſhould 
ſeem, in aggravation of our diſappointment. 
This ſad event imprinted, I believe, on the 
boſom of his friends thoſe traces of regret, 
which even the operations of time will be 
unable to obliterate. | 


6 
For thee the tear be duly ſhed: 

Below d, till life can charm no more; 
mme aria 


Me paid the laſt tribute of affeQion to our 
friend by erecting a mural monument of 
marble in St. Mary's Church, to perpetuate 
the n of his worth and our Ti 
wi 


( 303 ) 


n the duration at leaſt of periſhable 
ſtone : 


n— vaę oe £54  Savorray. 


As the ena was compoſed by me at 
the requeſt of our ſociety, and exhibits the 
true charatter of an ornament to his ſpe- 
cies; I ſhall inſert it here. Ty 


To the memory of 
Mr. Samuel Heywood, 
Attorney at law in this town, 
Who died July 25, 1789, aged *. 
Mann, 
Eminently reſpectable in his day, 
And worthy to be remembered by poſterity. 
In his profeſſion, 
Intelligent, liberal, and uncorrupt. 
As a ſon, a huſband, and a brother, 
His duty, gratitude, love and kindneſs 
Could not be exceeded; 
His ſprightlineſs and affability, 
| The eaſe, urbanity and chearfulneſs 
Of his converſation, | 
United with firmneſs of mind, 
Wich a vigorous and cultivated underſtanding, | 


Unwarped by prejudice, undiſturbed by paſſion, 
Endeared him to ſociety, 

Theſe excellencies were heightened * 
By the principles of religion, 1 75 
Os At 
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At once manly, rational and ſincere. 
A few friends, 
Who deeply regret his _ 
. Teſtify their affection, 
And ſoothe their ſorrow, 
By this memorial 
Of his virtues. | 


When the new aa at Hackney was on 


the eve of eſtabliſhment, and the plan and 


propoſals reſpecting it came into the coun- 


try, as the conduRors of it declared therein 
a determination to look through the king- 


dom at large for the moſt able tutors that 
could be found for the ſeveral departments, 
and the difſenters, as J judged from experi- 
ence, might not eaſily find one for the claſſi- 
cal tutorſhip, in whoſe general principles 
they would acquieſce, more capable for that 
office than myſelf; I requeſted the much- 
lamented friend, of whom I have been 
ſpeaking, and who was in London at that 
time and well acquainted with many pa- 
trons of the inſtitution, to mention my name 
privately among them, as one deſirous of 
that appointment. But he ſoon found alas! 


that the profeſſions of theſe good curators 
22 55 1 
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the inſtitution were a mere idle pretenve: 
that their tutors were already fixed on, and 
one in particular, not generally approved, 
was nominated to the office, for which I was 
candidate, from a fear of offending the nu- 
merous admirers among their friends of the 
pulpit. eloquence of that gentleman. 80 
con/ijtently and conſctentiouſly did this com- 
mittee begin the diſcharge of a moſt mo- 
mentous public truſt! Some time after, 
theſe people, perſuaded that things could not 
go on after this plan, contrived ſuch requi- 
ſition of their caffical tutor, as they knew 
muſt make his attendance at the college 

impoſſible; and ſo freed themſelves from 
| this incumbrance. A mean ſubterfuge ! 
_ unworthy of generous and honeſt ſpirits, 
who prefer an open declaration of their 
ſentiments on all occaſions; or rather, who 
never bring themſelves by baſe conduct into 
a ſituation that makes diſſimulation neceſ- 
ſary. But, when a turn is once made 
from the ſtraight path, who ſhall preſcribe 
limits to deviation? This diſmiſſion was 
_ pleaſantly diſſembled by our divine in a 
diſcourſe from the pulpit to the friends of 


X the 


the EA under the idea of * a kind 
A acceptance of his RESIGNATION, and a 
* releaſe from his Re by the com- 
mite ©.” 55 
About this time, I frequently amuſed my- 
ſelf during my ſolitary walks in tranſlating 
the Odes of Horace, Some of them were 
5 occaſionally publiſhed in one of the Maga- 
Zines ; and four of theſe ſpecimens ſhall be 
inſerted here to enliven this narrative with 


_ a ſuitable variety of . 


| « Solvitur acris hyems,” Sc. 

Sxx from yon plains the vernal gale 

L ooſe tyrant Winter's icy chain 
Bid the bold ſailor ſpread the fail, 

And truſt his veſſel to the main | 


| The ſhivering ruſtie quits his fire, 
To pour his fleeces o'er the mead : 
And Spring diſplays her gay attire, 
Where Froſt his hoary mantle ſpread. - 


Lo! 


» This gentleman once.condeſcended to viſit me at Not- | 
tingham, but has prudentially declined that civility fince 
my reſidence at Hackney, He is wherewithal, as I am 


very credibly informed, a moſt virulent abuſer of Soci - 
nian. 


(37). 


Lo! Venus leads the ſprightly dance; 
With ſiſter-nymphs the Graces meet: 
And, thwart the moon's pale luſtre, glance 
To cadence briſk their twinkling feet. 


Jove's arms for Summer's ſultry beams 

| The lab'ring race of tna tire: 
Each blow the thunder's rage inflames, 
And tips abe e with freſh fire. 


With . crown we our brows, 
And cull each variegated flower, 

That Zephyr ſcatters as he goes, 
That Flora ſuckles in her bower. 


For Faunus light the ſacred fire, 
Fiar-blazing thro th umbrageous wood ; 
There let th' atoning lamb expire, 
There pour the kid's devoted blood. 


Death haſtes with rapid ſtride to all; 
He, by no vain diſtinctions led, 
Invades the monarch's pompous hall, 
And lowly peaſant's ftraw-built ſhed, 


Let no fond hopes, my friend] beguile 
Thine eyes from life's contracted ſpan; 
Nor, ſooth'd by For tuneꝰs flattering ſmile, 
Deem long the longeſt date of man. 
nians; 2 certain deſcription of heretics, among whom he 
and others, I believe, rank myſelf, I beg his acceptance 


of this ſlender attempt to meliorate my ſpecies, in return 
for all the favours of his antipathy to our * : 


„„ 


(58) 


Thy 88 ſoul al wing her flight 
To Pluto's dull and dreary ſhore, 
To ſhades of everlaſting night; 
And love and pleaſure be no more. 


No WIG of dawning e ee 
That bourn's impenetrable gloom; 

No ſpring relieve th' unvarying year, 

"TY eternal winter of the tomb. 


Book II. Opt vi. 


« Septimi ! Gades,” &c. 


Cons, friend! with me to Gades' diſtant ſhore, 
Where fierce Cantabrians ſpurn the Roman chain: 
That barbarous clime, where ſtorms unceaſing roar, 
And boiling quickſands choak the ſtruggling main. 


Where Tyber's walls confeſs an Argive hand, 
Act I the ſcene of life's concluding ſtage! 
There find theſe limbs, long toſs'd by ſea and land, 
A bed of comfort for repoling age ! 


If Fate unkind deny this bliſsful ſeat, | 
- Thy ſtream, Galeſus! and the rural reign 

Of Sparta's ſons, receive my pilgrim feet! 
Where flocks unnumber'd whitea all the plain. 


Delicious 


„ 
Delicious fountains and enchanting fields! 
Oh! may that ſpot of all the earth be mine! 
Not purer honey een Hymettus yields; 
Not &en Venafrian olives rival thine. 


The Zephyrs there of quick-returning ſprings | 

Thy rigour, ſhort-liv'd Winter! melt away: 

There grapes, that Aulon from his full lap flings, 
Like thine, Falern! matures a warmer ray. 


Each grace, that Nature's gaudieſt garb can lend 

To ſoothe the ſoul, invites our footſteps there : 
There pay the laſt ſad office to thy friend, 
And on his glowing aſhes drop a tear! 


— ———— — 
Book III. Ops xi, 
« Donec gratus eram, He. 
3 Horace. 
Wulst I belov'd enjoy'd thy charms, 
Nor dar'd a youth more favoured fling 


Round thy fair neck his claſping arms; 
I liv'd more bleſs'd than Perſia's king, 


| Lydia. 
Whilſt glow'd thy breaſt with Lydia's flame, 
Nor Chloe lur'd thy wand”ring eye; 
Illuſtrious then was Lydia's name: 


Not Ilia's ſelf fo fam'd as I. | 


Lie quench'd the torch of Chloe's love, 


CG 
e e eee ryan 


If Fate my lovely maid would ſpare. 


Thurinus now calls me his own, 


Bound in ſoft chains of love and truth: | 
Dien twice could I my life lay down, 


Would Fate but ſpare my charming youth. | 
en = 


* * 


Should thoſe fond looks and ſmiles return? 
And Lydia's with freſh vigour burn? 


Though bright he be as brighteſt ſtar, 
Thou, angrier than the toſſing ſea, 
And changing ſtill and light as air; 
I fain would live and die with thee ! 


t 
| « Diffugere nives,” &c, 
Taz ſhow diſſolves before the breeze, 
' Freſh robes of verdure cloathe the plain, 


Thick foliage decks the waving trees, 
And Spring with ſmiles reſumes her reign. 


All Nature blooms : the furious floods, | 
That ſpread their deſolating tide | 

O'er ſpacious plains, through echoing woods, 

Within their wonted channels glide. 


The Nymphs, appal'd by Winter's blaſt, 
Start, with the Graces, from their trance ; 
And, chear'd by Flora's preſence, haſte 
In naked charms to lead the dance. 


Seaſons but come to diſappear z 
| And hours in quick ſucceſſion fly: 
Each fleeting day, each changeful year, 


Rough Winter melts with vernal gales; 
Theſe ſhun fierce Summer's ſcorching ray; 
This, fruitful Autumn : Autumn fails, 
And Winter then-reſumes his ſway. 
Thus ſeaſons ſoon revolve, and ſoon 
Night flies the glittering ſhafts of morn; 
Earth blooms afreſh ; the waning moon 
Fills with new light her filver horn. 


2 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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But when frail man reſigns his 3 


The rich, the virtuous, and the wiſe ! 
He ever in the cell of dean 
An unredeemed victim lies. 


Who knows, if that Almighty Power, 


The fount of life ! when this day's ſun | 
Is ſet, will add another hour 
| Tothoſe that have already run? 


Then bid adieu to care and ſtrife; 
Thy foul let feſtive pleaſures chear : 


Infuſe with mirth the cup of life, 
And mo thy greedy heir. 


When ye ſhall 8 
His cloud betwixt this ſun and thee; 

When the ſtern judge ſhall once diſcloſe 
His irreverſible decree : 


Thy lamp of life ſhall ſplendid birth 


Or blazing eloquence relume ? 
Thy virtues warm the clay-cold earth, 
And ope the portals of the tomb: 


A goddeſs great, a hero brave, 
Found love alike and friendſhip vain; 
Her votary chaſte ſhe could not ſave, 


lle break his friend's Lethean chain. 


( 313 ) 

As — of a committee in Notting- 
2 which was ſelected from a number of 
the moſt reſpetable inhabitants, whoſe ob- 
ject was to compel the Corporation to con- 
ſtruct a more commodious and healthy 
toꝛun· gaol, I ſent an account of our proceed- 
ings to both the members for the town, As 
the parliamentary conduct of DANIEL PAR- 
KER Cokx, Es. had, in general, been 
conformable to my wiſhes, and his de- 
meanour on every other occaſion within my 
knowledge indicated a man of ſpirit, ſenſe, 
and principle; I took the liberty of ex- 
poſtulating in terms of conſiderable energy 
upon the vote, which he had given on fo | 
queſtions of the teęſt- act and the ſlave· trade 
as unworthy of his character and e 
pliſhments. He accepted my freedom of 
rebuke with a magnanimity, that increaſed 
my good opinion of him ; modeſtly confeſst 
himſelf unequal to a diſcuſſion of thoſe to- 
pics with me; and promiſed to weigh my ar- 
guments in particular, when thoſe queſtions 
ſhould be again agitated in the Houſe. The 
reader muſt not impute to me the preſump- 
tion of ſuppoſing, that I had influenced 

| hy 


Mg 


WARY 


— o/ — 
1 n 


22 STR 


8 


een 


27 
& —_ 
1 ic 
1 4 
pF 
F 4 
"oo 
I'S 
; 4 
SH 
1 
To 
ſs 4 
= 


tows 


his lde with reſpect to the fact, 
which I am now going to adduce; becauſe 
his own innate. candour and liberality are 
fully adequate to the effect in queſtion : but, 
as. council at Warwick aſſizes after the late 
diabolical tranſactions at Birmingham, this 
gentleman acquitted himſelf in a manner 


cmqual to the fondeſt wiſhes of the moſt ar- 


dent lover of religious liberty, and is en- 

titled to every e in our 
power. 1 

Awong other e on the TORY 
: trade, 1 adduced two unequivocal univerſal 

maxims, one chriſtian, and one heathen, ap- 
plicable to every ſubject of politics, morality, 
and religion; which admit of no confuta- 
tion, and lie within the compaſs of che 
feebleſt apprehenſion to conceive. | 
1. Evil is not to be committed, that 
| Good may come:“ becauſe the evil is cxR- 
 TAIN, and the good CONTINGENT and HY- 
- POTHETICAL:; and becauſe the deſigns of 
the divine adminiſtration and the happineſs 


of mankind cannot be promoted by evil, 
that is, by the violation of thoſe very laws, 


which conſtitute the only means of ä : 
T is 


( 315 ) 


This maxim anſwers at once ey argu- 
ment of political expediency. We cannot 
liſten to the plea one moment. No political 
_ expediency, whoſe baſis is E VII, or an actual 
and open tranſgreſſion of an expreſs, uni- 
verſal, immutable, and undeniable rule of 
rectitude, can terminate in national utility. 

2. Fiat juſtitia, ruat cælum : Let juſtice 
be done, though the ſky ſhould fall upon us. 

This indubitable ſentiment furniſhes a 
| complete anſwer to all the ſuggeſtions of 
probable inconventences, that may reſult from 
the abolition of the. ſlave-trade. Let theſe 
be as numerous and as formidable as you 
pleaſe, they muſt be encountered in pre- 
ference to injuſtice and oppreſſion. Comply 
_ firſt with the laws of the Supreme Being, 
and leave conſequences to his management. 
He is very able to execute all the ends of 
his adminiſtration without the inſtrumen- 
tality of our wickedneſs, and is delighted 
vith nothing ſo much as our endeavours to 
promote the happineſs of our fellow-men, 
eſpecially the dęſolate and oppreſſed. We 
are then e with himſelf: for the 
* 


(346) 


grand dfipn of his government is the uli 
mate felicity of all his creatures. 


But conviction is the laſt tin la 


upon this ſubject. A contempt for ſordid 


luere in compariſon with virtue, and a pre- 
ference of a little ſelf-denial to fraud, rob- 
bery, and murder, are the deſiderata in the 
merchant and the conſumer. In ſhort EN- 
TIRE ABSTINENCE from the ſugar of the 
Meſt- India iſlands is the only inſtrument in 


our power of bringing the patrons of this 


horrid traffie to a ſenſe of duty. As we are 


men and Chri/ttans, let us waſh our hands 
from the ſtains of human blood : let us not 


heſitate to purchaſe at ſo cheap a rate the 


life, liberty, and happineſs of millions of our 


ſpecies ! If even a cup of cold water will not 


loſe it's reward, what recompenſe muſt be 


treaſured up in the ſtore-houſe of divine 
bounty for benevolence like this? Oh: / 
taſle and fee that the Lord is good. Bleſſed 


1s the man that trufteth m ham ll 


* Pſalm xxxiv. 8. 


I never 


4 I& ?) 


I never failed to attend all the capital 
puniſhments, that took place at Metin glam 
during my abode there; courting at all times 


every circumſtance, which might ſuggeſt an 


additional motive of gratitude to Gop for 
the comforts of my own' condition, or read 
me a wholeſome lecture on mortality. Now 
upon a moſt ſerious, moſt” frequent, and 
moſt mature contemplation of this ſubjeR, 
Iam cordially perſuaded, that, 1f a general 
reformation 'of the penal laws cannot be 
effected in our nation, this is one of thoſe 
ENORMOUS s$INS, for which the Governor 


of the Unrverſe will ſurely viſit us. No 


man, and no community of men, are autho- 
riſed to take away life but for murder, and 
crimes, in their operation and conſequences, 
equivalent to murder *. And what ſhadow 


of poſſible excuſe can bealledged for ſacri- 


ficing ſuch a multitude of lives, and often 


* Czſar DiQatoraiebat, Miſerum eſſe inſtrumentum ſenectuti 
recordationem crudelitatis: ideòque de vita et ſpiritu hominis, 


qui pars mundi eſt et animantium numerum complet, latu- 


rum ſententiam diù multùmque cunRari oportere, nec præ- 
| cipiti ſtudio, ubi irrevocabile Rum eſt, agitari. 


Anu, Maxc. - 
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| murdering half a dozen conſtables, before 


ſor trivial 


ſingle effort | for chate reformation ; ; when 


plans for this purpoſe. have been pointed 
out, (capable perhaps of much improve- 


ment) and practiſed with ſucceſs in other 
countries? Who does not diſcover the 
manifeſt tendency of ſuch indiſcriminate de- 


ſtruction to outrage leſſer criminals, and 
produce, to the great terror of ſociety, the 


exceſſes of violence and cruelty? I was 
once preſent at the execution of a man of 


undaunted firmneſs, and, ſaving this action 


of robbing, under the ſeduction of a hard- 
ened accomplice, a traveller of a few ſhil- 
lings without inſult or ill-uſage, of an unex- 
ceptionable character. He died, without 
bravado and without obduracy, under a 


due ſenſe of his awful ſituation, with the 
magnanimity of a hero; deſpiſing that mer- 


cileſs and unequal ſentence, which had 


brought him to this ſad condition. Had 


1 known,” ſays he, that I ſhould have 
© ſuffered thus for that offence, I would not 
* have ſo eaſily been taken,” He was a 


man of kerculean ſtrength, and capable of 


they | 


41 WOO 
they could have ſecured him. 1 think, at 


the moment of his execution, I would have 
preferred his condition and his erime, to 


that of the judge, who condemned him. It 
is not in Athens, but in England, that the 
| laws are written in human blood: and thoſe 


legiſlators and ſtateſmen are in reality the 


MURDERERS, who ſlumber over theſe en- 
ormities, and uſe no effort for redreſſing 
them, 5 V 
The legiſlature by alehouſes and grn-ſhops 
lays ſnares for the morals of the ſubject and 
profits by it's own wrong: taking delight, 


it ſhould ſeem, in conducting, by gradual 


depravation, the victim of their own wick- 


 .ednels to the gibbet. Have our rulers no 


diſcernment, that they are unable to diſ- 
cover the multiplication of capital offences 
from capital puniſhments ? DeſtruRion is 
not redreſs. One head may be cut off, but 
two ſpring inſtantly from the wound. Re- 
formation muſt begin at a much higher 
point; in a moral education; in the recti- 
fication of crooked habits by patient diſci- 


pline ; in the ſuppreſſion of all public invi- 


tations to riot and intemperance; in the 


ſcrupu- 
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ſerupulous correftion of ſmall offences, an 
in allotments of puniſhment proportionate 
to each tranſgreſſion. But GaLt1o is in- 


tent on his own ſchemes of tyranny and 
| en enge and e Bl none EY 9.4 ; 
Towards the aber of: this year, . 
proſecution was commenced by one part of 
the corporation of Nottingham againſt ano- 
ther, for neglefting the qualifications re- 
quired in theſe cafes by the Te/t and Corpo- 
 rahon Acts. On this occaſion I addreſst 
the inhabitants of Nottingham in a pamphlet 
relative to this ſubject; which was ſoon 
after followed by an Appendix. The di/- 
ſenters of Birmingham applied to me for 
leave to reprint theſe addreſſes in behalf 
of civil and religious liberty; ; which I rea- 
dily granted, with a proper ſenſe of their 
favourable opinion of my exertions in the 
common cauſe. . As my motives in this 
publication, which ſome people miſcon- 
ceived, are particularly ſtated in the Bir- 


ro 20 e 1 ſhall not trouble the 
fX reader 


( 321) 
reader with any further detail w tis ho 
_ duttion. 
In connettion whe this ſubject, aan 
. ſhould- hinder me from relating a pleaſant 
piece of hiſtory, which was conveyed to my 
ears upon tolerably good authority, and 
wears indeed the features l authenticity 
upon it's face? | 
When a deputation from the body of the 
diſſenters waited upon a certain prime miniſ- 
ter to ſolicit his interpoſition and ſupport 
to their intended application-for the repeal 
of the teft laws; his behaviour was ſuch 
upon the whole, as to encourage "them to 
expect his patronage, but ſhadowed with 
that convenient myſticiſm of expreſſion, E 
which leaves a man at liberty to prevaricate 
vVithout the poſſibility of faſtening upon him 
a direct charge of inconſiſtency and falſe- 
hood. This propitious reception is ſoon 
rumoured by the hundred mouths of Fame 
through every corner of the land, and 
reaches eer long even the retirement of a 
certain prelate, who is ſaid, and I believe 
truly, to have ſet up in ſpeculative whaggtſm, 


(Can) 


and to be leaving off in 3 toryifm. 
Up comes this metamorplioſed eccleſiaſtic in 
a a violent buſtle to our defender of the faith 
and jo forth; exclaims in all the trepida- 


tion of diſtreſs, Your majeſty's miniſter is 


no friend to the church!” This miniſter 

is accordingly convened, and given to un- 
derſtand what part he is expected to act, if 
he means to keep his place. There was no 
difficulty of choice, no ſnadow of embarraſſ- 
ment to Aim, in this dilemma. Part with 
< any. thing ſooner than my place!“ ſays our 
__ ſtateſman. 


The manor, fir! « The mana et ha tied; 
Not that, I cannot part with that.“ 


We all know the event to be exactly cor- 
reſpondent to the hypothefi of this inte 
hiſtory. | | 
A ſenſible compoſition by a friend appear- 

ed at this time in the Nottingham Journal, 
ſuggeſted by the tranſaQtions of the day. It 


| appears to me worthy. of a longer date than 


the fugitive exiſtence of a neus paper ; and 
chat 


( a ) 


that date my work, ſhall average to give 
K. 
e 5 0 Teas: 


5 _* UPON CONSCIENCE. © 

„ebend having been pleaded to juſtify the worſt 
as well as the beſt actions, it is of great conſequence to ex- 
amine the ſubje& carefully, and to conſider by what rules 
a man may judge, whether he has à good conſcience, 3 
tender conſcience, a weak conſcience, a wicked cohicience, 
or no conſcience at all. 

_ Conſcience is a principle of action, directing a man what 
he ought to do or forbear, founded upon a conſciouſneſs of 
what paſſes in his own mind, and the conſiſtency of ſuch 
conduct with his opinions. 

It is a directory for his own conduR, as far as the —_ 
ſequences of it relate to himſelf alone, The proofofa good 
\ conſcience is where a man ſuffers an inconvenience, ex- 
| poſes himſelf to any danger, or ſubmits to any wrong, ra- 
ther than deny what he believes to be true, and rather than 
do what he believes to be wrong. This is certainly an 
amiable diſpoſition, and no one has a right to complain if 
any one chearfully lubmits to ſelf denial, or injury for 

public good. 
A tender conſcience RE others rather than etna 
for if the obje& of tendernefs be ſelf, it becomes the height 
of ſelfiſhneſs; if the object be others, it becomes the height 

of benevolence. 
A weak conſcience is where a man's concern for the 
rights, the virtue, or happineſs of others being unattended 
with a ſound judgement, leads him to forego thoſe advan- 
tages he might innocently enjoy, or to ſuffer real injuries 
he might innocently avoid, through a deſire of promoting 
private or public virtue,—Of this no one has a right to 
complain though they cannot admire. It ought certainly, 
if not encouraged, to be protected, and. a generous public 


* $ will 
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I cannot recollect, whether I have read 
in Valerius Maximus or Strabo, a relation 


of a people in Thrace, or Scythia, who went 


out with all their forces to make war on a 
neighbouring nation. During their abſence 


on this expedition, which laſted much 


longer than was expected, the whole _y 


will not e increaſe the number of ſacrifices it 
is diſpoſed to make, but endeavour by an appeal to reaſon, 
ſcripture, and experience, to prevent ſo good a oven 
from being a grievance to the poſſeſſor, 

No conſcience at all is a total inſenſibility to right and 


wrong, and a total indifference to private or public virtue, 


A wicked conſcience is either a pretended plea which 
has public good for it's oſtenſible object, and private emo- 
lament, or the intereſts of a party, for it's real one.— It is 


void of all tenderneſs or concern for others.—lIt imagines 


that good may be brought of evil, that reli gion can be pro- 
moted by inhumanity, and the public good by acts of in- 
Juſtice, It attempts to produce conviction by force, by 
fraud, by promiſes or threatnings, inſtead of reaſon, argu- 
ments, facts and experience. As the mark of a good con- 


ſcience is a readineſs to ſuffer any inconvenience or puniſh- 


ment, rather than to ſay what it believes to be falſe, or to 
do what it believes to be wrong; ſo the ſign of a wicked 
conſcience, or of no conſcience at all, is.that it will bend 
to every thing which promotes ſelf-intereſt, or will ſerve 


the views of a party.—lt paſſively believes, and paſſhvely 


obeys what others command ; it gives up firſt of all a right, 
and at length all power of private judgement, reſolves all 


equity into law, and all wiſe law into acts of pariiament, 
all right into power, all truth into eee and all re- 


ligion into conformity. 


oe 
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of flaves, very numerous in that country, 
roſe upon the few free-men, that were left 


to guard them, and got poſſeſſion of the 


wives and properties of their maſters. Theſe 
maſters, on their return, carried on an in- 


effectual war for the recovery of their 
rights, and were ſo baffled in every attempt, 
as at length to deſpair of ſucceſs. In this 


extremity one among them, diſtinguiſhed 
for his experience of affairs and his inſight 
into the human character, propoſed to lay 
aſide their arms, and go upon their ſlaves 
in their uſual manner with their whips in 
their hands, and flog them to their duty. 


The experiment was made accordingly, and 


with ſucceſs. The ſervile timidity, with 


which the culprits had been accuſtomed to 


view theſe implements of caſtigation, re- 
turned at once with all it's concomitant 
ſenſations; and the mere aſſociation of dens 
awed them into ſubmiſſion 2. 


ExaRtly | 


*:A ſtory, remarkably reforabling this of the ancient, is 


related in the memoirs of the late King of Prufia, A ma- 


rauding Huſſar diſcovered the king at a diſtance, and con- 


cealed himſelf behind a tree to ſecure his mark, when a 


proper opportunity ſhould preſent itſelf. The ſagacious 


1 3 monarch 


* 
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Exadtly in the mine manner, as \ theſe 
Soythians. ated with their /laves, are we, 
ſpiritual watchmen of liberality and free- 
dom, ſometimes compelled to deal with our 
controverſial antagoniſts in theology. Syco- 
phants, inflated by their preferments and 
preſuming on their authority with the higher 
powers; intoxicated by ambition and a pro- 
digious conceit of their own acquirements; 
and above all become callous to the im- 
preſſions of calm reaſon and diſpaſſionate 
expoſtulation by the immoderate applauſes 
of the intereſted and the ignorant; theſe 
Feſtrurons , I ſay, would ride with irreſiſ- 
tible fury over _— barrier of decorum, 
and 


"monarch deſcried the Auſtrian in the act of levelling his 
piece. Sirrah!”* ſaid he, without emotion, but in a 

chiding tone; and at the ſame time held up his cane in a 
Arriking voture. The Auſtrian dropt his gun, proftrated 
himſelf before his majeſty, and craved preg for his pre- 
ſumption, 


Nec vera virtus cum a excidit, ; 
Curat repons deterioribus. b | Y Hoa) 


- "NE Jeſturen pied" fb and kicked; then he forſook God 
which made him Deut. xxxii. 15. A Scottiſh pſalmodift of 


your, 9 verſified alſo other poetical parts of ſcripture, 
| executed 


6 
and tread down the helpleſs adverſary whb; 


cout mercy, did not ſome bold adventurer, to 
his own hindrance perhaps, ſometimes ſtep 


forth into the ring with the inſtruments of 


ſeverer diſcipline. This was preciſely my 
caſe in the beginning of the year 1790 with 
my old acquaintance Dx. HoxszLzy, then 
advanced to the biſhopric of St. David's. 
In a pamphlet, called an Apology for the 
Liturgy and Clergy of the Church of England, 
by many aſcribed to this author, to which 
idea the internal evidences ſtrongly corre- 
ſpond, and in which all ſubſequent intelli- 
gence has confirmed me, this prelatical 

Hercules, under the frantic notion of de- 
ſtroying mon/ters, had laid about him with 
ſuch indiſcriminate ferocity, as to wound 
very ſeverely ſome members of the commu- 


nity, whoſe characters, both as men and 


vriters, ſhould have reſcued them from 


3 this paſſage i in a moſt diffuſive familiarity of ex- 


preſſion, and a ſpirited improvement on his original. 
But Feſiuron he waxed fat, 
And down his belly hung ; 
| Untill againſt the Lord his God 


Tz = ſuch 
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| ſuch outrage and brutality. A publication, 

- aſcribed by common fame to the Duke of 
Grafton, and which would do honour for 
it's good ſenſe, exact information upon the 


ſubjeR, and liberality of ſentiment, to any 
character, was treated with a rudeneſs, for 
which no provocation could have apologiſed. 
Our daſhing polemic went alſo out of his 


way to encounter DR. SYMONDS, Profeſſor 
of modern hiſtory in the Unzverfity of Cam- 
bridge; partly, I preſume, becauſe he was a 


friend of the Duke's, and not merely from 


any neceſſity, which his ſtation and proſ-. 
pects laid upon him, to attack the profeſ- 
ſor's work, in it's nature and conduct not 


| likely to call forth any ſuch ebullition of 


reſentment. This work, however, the b1/hop 
aſſailed in a ſtile of the loweſt Bullingsgate, 


and of which any man, not eſtranged to all 


ſenſe of decorum and reverence for his own 


feelings, might well bluſh to own. At the 


requeſt of ſome friends, who were of opinion, 


that ſuch virulence and abuſe ſhould not be 
ſuffered to domineer in this courſe of tri- 
umphant exultation with impunity, I took 


the taſk of flagellating this ungovernable 
35% >; victim 


(9). 


victim of e Hoſſeifion, though in a 
caſe almoſt deſperate, into a little ſobriety 
and decency of manners . I recollected 
on one hand the remark of Terence, 
| REsPONSUM, non DICTUM effe, quia LESIT PRIOR: | 
tantamount to the juſt obſervation of 
Demoſthenes t, that © no blame can be 
* juſtly thrown upon an aſperity of lan- 
* guage merely remedial and in reply, but is 
« chargeable on the aggreſſor only. I re- 
collected alſo what was due from me to the 
deſerving characters which had been aſſailed 


with ſo much virulence, according to the 


maxim laid down by Cicero, HUMANITATIS 
eft RESPONS1O IE _— I thought ſome- 


A blunt author in purſuit of truth, knows no man after 
the fleſi, till his chace is over. For a man to think what he 
writes, may beſpeak his prudence ; but to write what he 
| = beſt opens his er my Aſgitt, | 


+ Kats pndri Spe ny 75 Noyw ringer ut vescag, ana 
Toig To 16 auTe TIToNCE Na tyap TE; THETEG Toro 41. p. 677. 
ed, Lutet, To which caſe another obſervation. of the 


orator is applicable, p. 726. for I believe either his Grace 


or the Profeſſor might have ſaid very truly: Ty; yag «xtea; 
Teigd- vr Wanne 7 WO 


X&X6y Tabor, 
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thing 65e 46 myſelf elle, who had come in . 
. 


ſcampering cavalier, as I was riding my 


little hobby along the road of reformation 
| with: my betters. | 


Now, where was the 8 if after all 
this, I I uſed his lordfhiþ with no great cere- 


mony ? Nor could I expect much applauſe 
even from my friends; for very few have a 


ſpirit equal to theſe hardy exploits : which, 
however, I muſt repeat it, are very uſeful 
in preſerving order in the world, When 


tyranny is advancing ſo faſt upon us. Un- 


curbed by the rebukes of ſome free adven- 
turer in letters like myſelf, theſe projectiles 
would fly off in tangents from their orbits, 


and throw the ſyſtem into confuſion.—As 
to the generality, with whom bſhops are 
ſacred things, their extreme reprobation was 


but a natural reſult of ſuch conduct. Some, 


however, whoſe principles ſhould have 
taught them a leſs ſlaviſh leſſon, joined in 
the cry of condemnation; and among theſe 
a diſſenting brother, a vender of critical 


fmall wares in the view of literature at the 
end of the New Annual Regiſter. | 
. 5 Before 


C06) 
| Before 1 relinquiſh this ſubje& of ay 
Lord of St. David's, perhaps for ever, im- 


partiality obliges me to commend ſome re- 
markably ingenious obſervations upon the 


twelfth chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, as quoted 
from his ſermon on the vital principle in 
man, preached before the ſociety for the 
recovery of drowned perſons, in one of the 
reviews ; and, at the ſame time, to inform 
thoſe reviewers and the public at large, that 
this literary plunderer sTOLE theſe remarks 


WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT from DR. 


Mz ad's criticiſms on the chapter in queſtion 
in his Medica Sacra. It is baſe, it is un- 
grateful, to tear the laurel from the head, 


where learning and genius have planted it, 


to 3 it on our own brows. 
Hic NIGER EST: hunc tu, Romane, cavets. 


About M cnc of 0 ſame year, all 


the powers of hierarchy were in motion, and 


the tools of monarchical domination and 


ſpiritual tyranny, bed-chamber lords and pen- 


d commoners, were — to — 
meetings on all ſides, 


Ardet i inexcita TO ;mmobilis a antè. 
Both 


( aan) 


Both church and ſtate were declared to be 


in danger from the machinations of the 
vile diſſenters and their vile advocates. The 
cry was iſſued from the court, and rever- 
berated from the remoteſt corners of our 
affrighted empire. | 
Aucdiit et Triviæ long? lacus; audiit amnis 

Th nenn Nar albus aqui, fonteſque Velini: 

1 trepidæ matres preſſere ad pectora natos *. 


I was not ſparing in my exertions, ſuch as 


1 were, to enforce the claims of civil and 
religious liberty upon my countrymen ; and 


employed the keeneſt weapons, whether of 


reaſoning, ridicule, or ſatire, that my ar- 


moury could ſupply, in this old-faſhioned 


and unprofitable warfare. I publiſht a miſ- 


cellany of curſory reflections on the ſubject ; 
in which are remarks worthy to be num- 

bered among the beſt of my capabilities: 
but ſome groſs errors and omiſſions, occa- 


The great and the powerful ſeldom fail to raiſe a cry 


of danger to ſomething or another, that really is, or 1s 


thought to be valuable, by means of the ſtupid, the lazy, 


and the corrupt ; the conſtant tools and confederates of the 


mighty, and who are at the ſame time the ſworn enemice 
of all enquiries, Lond a 5 


ſioned 
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ſioned by the diſtance of the preſs, made 
me careleſs of it's fate. As my affections 


are deeply intereſted in this queſtion of the 
teſt-laws, and the publication itſelf is, I be- 
lieve, ſcarcely known, and going to its own ũ 


place, I will extract from it a ſtring of reſo- 
lutions, in mockery of the meeting at Man/- 
field in our county; premiſing only that 
his Grace of Newcaſtle our Lord Lieutenant, 


Is Auer of the Exchiquer'®, | 
I have 


|  * RESOLUTIONS _ 
Humbly recommended to the adoption of any future town 


or county meeting, in defence of the Church and State, 


againſt the inſidious attempts of Proteſtant Difſenters, 
particularly-to the meeting at Maxgfeld, 1 in Nottingham- 
* on Tueſday went. 


At a moſt numerous and reſpeQable meeting of nobility, 
| clergy, and laity, ſummoned 


By his Grace Demoborus Lord Lieutenant of Bxotia, 
And holden at the King's-Head, in Gotham, near Not- 
tingham, July g, 1790. 
SACHEVERAL IGNORAMUs, Eſq; in the chair. 


The following reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to: 


Rotes I. That our conſtitution in church and ate | 


is a glorious conſtitution, and 0UGHT NOT to be MENDED. 
II. That this country was always indebted for its li- 


berty and conſtitution, neither to the Revolution nor other 
ſtruggles 
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I be i in my poſſeſſion a copy * verſes, 
which, I believe, are not common, nor is 


ſtiruggles for n former periods; ma : 


the Corporation and Teft Ads only. 

III. That both church and fate in Queen Elizabeth's time 
flouriſhed from the E of theſe bulwarks of our con- 
| Kitution. 


EV; That the King and Partiament CANNOT. W 


them. 


V. That penal laws of the ſame kind, excluding good 
ſubzeRs from their b:irth-right, are common to all the go- 
vernments in the known world, that are—-no where read or 
heard of; and in that famous kingdom of Utopia in 1 
ticular. 

VI. That the diſenterr are determined enemies to kings, 
and the ſons of kings, as demonArably appears from their 
ſcandalous oppoſition to King James II. and from their 
bearing malice even againſt his ſon and 3 for above 
fifty years afterwards, 


VII. That the Lord's Supper is a moſt judicious tft; as 
bread and wine have always been eſteemed excellent food, 
and are therefore a very proper introduction to the * 
things of a fat office under Government. 

VIII. That the merit of the Duke of Marlborough, my 


Lord Chatham, and other great generals and ftatefmen, ought, 
in all reaſon and common-ſenſe, to be aſcribed ſolely to 


their participation of this ſacred ordinance on their en- 

trance into their reſpective departments in the ſtate. 
IX. That Lord Chancellors could not w and 
r with becoming dignity, bps cringe ſecundum 
FE. EEE BER: $3 | artem, 
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the author known to me, but written when 
the ſame- topics were agitated in the days of 


our grandfathers between HoapLey and 


his opponents. This ſquib from Parnaſſus 


is not ill-calculated to agitate the riſible 


muſcles of a facetious reader, and to redeem 


a few moments a the ſorrows of human 


* | 
ry Church-Squabble, 
Wurxx truth with intereſt did conteſt, 
And Ben, to carry on the jeſt, 
Stood up for truth, he, in the fight, 
Moſt unſucceſsfully proved right, 


artem, nor prime miniſters lie, for the benefit of the pub- 
lic, without beginning their laudable career with this holy 


ceremony, 


X. That theſe conſiderations conſtitute the chief ex- 
cellence of this teft of the Lord's-Supper : this teft, there- 
fore, ought to be taken by people of the aforeſaid deſcrip- 
tion as long as the world endures, Undoubtedly, for want 


of this ten, the four great empires of antiquity, and the Sa- 


racenic empir e, Came to ruin. 


XI. That the will of King George and his minifters is of 


_ Infinitely more conſequence to the honour and happineſs 
of Engliſimen than their own birthright and the commands 
of Chriſt and his apoſtles, 


XII. That theſe reſolutions be publiſhed for the 8 


Signed, S. I. Chairman. 


n - 4 RB. Leia r 


of the en generation, and the inſtruction of poſterity. 
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* Maugre all clergy-wit ith nation, 
Bound up with Snape and convocation. 


(Always, when reaſon fails, the ſport) 
At Ben; then quotes old Carliſle fort. 


Wich that Snape flily threw ſome dirt \ 


And toſſes it to couſin Dean. 
The Dean ſwears what he knows o'th point: 


"The bully biſhop wipes him clean; | ] | 


Odd's ſo—now help me—nothing on t. 


So have I ſeen old Mother Louſe | 
Sweep a t up, and down the houſe, | 
Till it is loſt: the houſe is clean, 

Becauſe his Reverence is notſeenz - 

It leaves a moſt confounded fink. 


The time now approached, when I was 
to leave Nottingham once more, and to 


launch into the great world again, in queſt 
of a new adventure: . 


major rerum miki naicitur ordo; 
| Majus opus moveo. ; 


Martial ſomewhere ſays, 
| Jam pueri naſum rhinocerotis babent: 


but ſome will ſay, that it required no ſuch 


W gl of the naſal _ in my young 


friends 
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friends at Haciney- College, nay, that the dull 
ſcent of the headlong honeſs were ſufficient 


to ſmell out their claffical inſtructor, 
through all the obſtructions, with which 


his own conceit and the blind ignorance 
of his patrons had encloſed his inſuffi- 


ciency®, 

In ſhort, it was deemed niecelfiiey, from 
the diſſatisfaction of the ſtudents and the 
ſupporters of the inſtitution, to look out 
for a more expert artificer + in this dull and 

flodding occupation, the ſtudy of the an- 
_ cient languages. The choice ultimately 
fell on the author of this goodly hiſtory; 


and let no man caſt an imputation of va- 


| nity on this apparent claim of ſuperiority 


4 admire the remark of Terence on this point : 


Benedictis fi certifſet, audiſſet bene : 
Quad ab ll du of, fie id uu putt. 


nee Toy tierra, Kang 0 Neuber oe N Kaas 79s wn, 
Mya us dab. SOCRATES 
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5 © my predeceſlor, for I ſoel no gratifica- | 


from ſuch a competitzon. But hold! 
bank tremendous objettions were urged to 
my appointment by adverſaries in the 
dark, which it may not be unpleaſant to 
my friends, nor unedifying to the parties 
more immediately concerned, to ſee ſet 
forth with a ſuitable commentary and notes 


as we go along; before I launch into the 


midſt of things. 


1. Theſe inviſibles objefted, that I had 
been the cauſe of the diffolution of the Mar- 


rington-Academy but as I toucht on that 


topic in a former part of theſe memoirs, it 


will be ſufficient to add here, that when I 
mentioned this accuſation to my moſt amia- 


ble colleague DR. EnFiELD, he lifted up 


his hands and eyes to heaven in admiration 


of the impudence of his fellow-creatures. 
« Lord! Lord!” thought he with Falſtaff; 
how this world is given to LYING !” 

2. I was ſaid to be an enemy to difſenters : 


a charge lately re-echoed by the mouth of 


their prolocutor DR. PRIESTLEY. 
This was, in /ome ſenſe, true ; but, as ap- 
plicable to them and their inſtitution, wholly 


Bo C has 5s on. 1 


falſe. | 
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falſe. The diſſenters are a very numerous. , 


heterogeneous, and unconnetted body ; 


Non bene er diſcordia ſemina rerum. | 


No ſmall portion of the mls: is com- 


priſed in the followers of Calvin; many of 
whom are low in their knowledge of reli- 
gion, low in literature, low in manners, low 
in every thing; traiterouſly forgetful of 
their own principles of diſſent, acrimonious 
_ adverſaries and accuſers, even of their 
| brethren, enemies to religious liberty. I 
muſt earneſtly intreat the reader, by his af- 
fection for truth, juſtice, and humanity, to 
rank me ſtill among the adverſaries of theſe 

diſſenting papnſts*, But the patrons in ge- 


neral of Hackney-College, (for ſome tares 
have inſinuated themſelves even in this field 


of wheat) are men of well-informed minds, 


impregnated with liberal and noble ſenti- 


ments 1n politics and religion ; of accom- 
pliſhed manners, and irreproachable mo- 


Virtus, id dare, quod reipſa debetur honori; 
Hoſtem eſſe atque inimicum hominum morumque b 


malorum. 
Locirius. ; 


is rality. 
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5 Aden My writings and connections might 
have taught them better. They are highly 
reprehenſible for ſuffering ſuch a futile ca- 
lumny to make a moment's impreſſion on 
their underſtandings. No man of the age 
of any ſe& or denomination, has been ſo 
much a 'PRACTICAL DISSENTER as my- 
felf. Butas to party, I will be of none; 
nor fight under any ſtandard, but that of 
TRUTH and LIBERTY. 
E Another objection was, that I attended 
no place of public worſhip. 
This alſo was moſtly true: and I refer : 
thoſe objectors, who wiſh for further infor- 
mation on this point, to the ſecond edition 
of my pamphlet relative to the ſubject of 
ſocial worſhip, and to my ſtrictures on Dr. 
Prięſtleys Letters, reſpecting that pamphlet. 
But the real grievance, doubtleſs, was; that 
| I would not attend THEIR places of wor- 
ip. For the reader muſt be informed, 
| that Demetrius and the workmen keep ſhop 
among the diſſenters alſo, as well as in the 
F Church. Yes: theſe conſiſtent lovers of li- 
; berty, who vociferate ſo inceſſantly on the 


| grievance a the te/i-laws, thought it rea- 
| ”_—_ 
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1 forſooth! to exact "Ou me a 160 fe 
_ fion of my faith, and to obſtruct my ſecular 


proſpects for a religious opinion uncon- 


nefted with the office in view !—Fcclefiaſti- 
cal power would be a tyranny in their hands. 


4. And laſtly, I was ſaid to be of ſo bad 


and untractable diſpoſition, that my col- 
leagues would not be able to act with me. 


This was, if I rightly recollett, the body of 


: reſerve, the heauvy-armed battalion, which 
would ffeftually t bear down the enemy, if 
the lighit infantry ſhould be diſcomfited. A 


. pleaſant allegation truly from theſe ſweet 


ſons of peace and harmony, united in no- 
thing but their ſeparation from the eſtab. 
li W nor alas ! able to unite. 


— rerum concordia diſcors, 


* might b have appealed with perfect con- 


fidence to my colleagues at Warrington and 


my diſſenting friends at Nottingham, in con- 
futation of this malignant charge : but I 
never condeſcended myſelf to notice any 
of theſe objections, but ſuffered the whole 
negotiation to take it's own courſe in the 


. hands | 
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| hands of my advocates and the well-wiſhers 


of the inſtitution. 
All oppoſition, however, was at length 
overpowered by the ſtrenuous exertions 


and honourable recommendations of men, 


who had known me intimately and long; 


by the prevailing opinion, that more effec- 
tual aſſiſtance was neceſſary in the claſſicul 


department; and that this aſſiſtance was not 
eaſily to be found in their own body: and 


I was accordingly choſen tutor of Hackney- 


college ; but with ſuch an abſence of every 


thing decorous and reſpettful in the nego- 


tiation—ſuch a neglect of thoſe civilized 
forms, which men of character, education, 
and liberal manners expe& from Britains 
no longer barbarous,—as reflects the utmoſt 
diſhonour on the committee in that tranſac- 


tion. The truth is; ſome of the diſſenting 


laity, who take the lead on theſe occaſions, 
are ſordid and low in their ideas of educa- 


tion, puffed up by opulence and worldly 


greatneſs into an imaginary conſequence 


and conceit ; diſreſpectful and tyrannical 5 
to cheir clergy : n in Mort in their 


whole 


on of yA =» 


( 343 ) 


_ whole conduct as diſſenters, and reflecting 
dilgrace on all nene with them. 
| I reſted: 


5 


* After this arduous atchievement of election to the cla/- 
fical tutorſhiþ was accompliſhed, in one of my journeys to 
London, a ſturdy independence of ſpirit had well nigh 
brought me into a dilemma moſt uncomfortable to one of 
my tender habits and conſtitution, Twice did I travel 
backwards and forwards between Nottingham and London 
after a houſe, beſides my laſt journey of removal; on all 
which occaſions I walked above three-fourths of the way. 
One day, after going fixty-two miles, above forty of which I 
had walked ſince ſeven in the morning, under a burning 
ſun, and on a road clouded with duſt by the paſſage of 
carriages during the general election, I reacht after ſun-ſet a 
ſolitary inn on the other fide of Northampton, which had 
been recommended to me as an excellent place of peaceful 
accommodation, I greeted the manſion with emotions 
of uncommon delight after ſo weariſome a pilgrimage ; 
went in, and aſkt an obſcure figure of a landlady, fitting 


by the fire in darkneſs viſible, 


Where dying embers through the room, 
Tui light to cm a ns 5 


if I could get ſome ſupper and a lodging there that night ? 

She did not know, whether I could or not, ** Let me 
© know at once,” ſaid I, * becauſe I have no time to loſe.” 
She, not much liking, I preſume, my bodily preſence, which 
was -not very weighty, muttered a faint conſent, This un- 
gracious acquieſcence ſtirred up in me my Pythagorean | 


Z 4 | maxim, NS 


Aon) 7 

I reſted my ſituation at Hackney, whi- 
ther I removed in July 1790, on the foun- 

- | dation 


3 maxim, of which I have made excellent uſe on numerous: 
occaſions, | 


eaten. hauf aroxvut0 CAVTEY, 
And above all men reverence thyſelf : 


I rejected at once her inſolent donation ; ſtarted from the 
room ; and almoſt overpowered with heat, and thirſt, and 
wearineſs, ſallied out in queſt of another aſylum for the 
night. None but the brother pilgrim, whoſe feet have 
Eaeried An 


ober hills of evil, and cg vales of woe, 


can Gy imagine the fortitude neceſſary for fucks an aſ- 
ſertion of perſonal dignity and independence. Night was 
drawing with ſable fingers her curtain over me, and ſhed- 
ing dews and darkneſs on the face of nature: the fimple 
inhabitants of theſe rural regions were haſtening to repoſe; 
nor did I know where another houſe of entertainment 
might be found, having gone at other times ten miles on 
the turnpike in this county, without ſeeing a ſingle habi- 
tation by the road - ſide, or finding a drop of water. A 
lodging under a hedge, or in ahovel, was now in proſpect; 
when I fortunately approacht, in the extremity of the 

evening, a ſmall inn, which furniſht hoſpitable enter- 
tainment and a comfortable bed; whither I retired in 


about an hour after my arrival : but my cuſtomary watch- 
fulneſs 


E805) - 
-dation of two dependencies; that of private 
_ pupils, and that of public tuition at the col- 
lege. I never expected to be able for any 
length of time to condutt both ſchemes, 
and intended to apply myſelf altogether to 
what ſhould prove upon experiment the 
more proſperous engagement to me. Both 
of theſe anchors failed me, and have left 
my little bark afloat on the ocean of life 
again. In my hiſtory of theſe tranſactions, 
I will deal that impartial juſtice to all par- 
ties, which the ſentence of truth and can- 
dour hath pronounced in my boſom. 
It is well known, by all my friends, and 
no ſecret to many others in this quarter, that 
the ſon of a nobleman, diſtinguiſned by 
his rank, his love of letters, and his liberal 


| Fulneſs went with me .. I procured ſome intervals of im- 
perfect ſleep between twelve and tuo: and left the houſe 
before three in proſecution of my journey. 


 Tir'd Nature's ſweet an balmy fleep! 
He, like the world, his ready wifit pays | 
Where fortune ſmiles ; the wretched he forſakes : 
Swift on bis dowony pinions flies from ae, 
And lights on lids unſullied with a tear. 
From ſhort, as uſual, and difturb'd repoſe, 
1 wake, | YoUNGE. 


opinions 


e 


8 opinions on Cs ſubjedts, was to have 
been placed under my care. Certain ap- 
prehenſions, not unlikely to operate in this 


| caſe, againſt the wiſh and determination of 


tme noble perſon himſelf, prevented the exe- 
cution of his intentions. I am well aware, 
that many ſuſpicions, injurious to his cha- 


radter, and unfounded in reality, have been 
egntertained both by my friends and ene- 


mies: but, I muſt declare publicly, that his 
behaviour throughout this tranſaction was 

ingenuous, candid, and without diſguiſe; 
becoming a votary of truth and a man of 
honour : very unlike the mean prevaricat- 
ing timidity of a certain member of Parlia- 

ment, in exactly the ſame predicament with 
his Grace. Shall I, who aſſume the liberty 
of thinking as I pleaſe, and of altering my 
purpoſes ten times a day, if propriety and 
conviction dictate a change of ſentiment, 
refuſe a privilege to others, which I employ 


ſo unreſtrainedly myſelf? All that I require 


on theſe occaſions, is a frankneſs of action, 
an explicitneſs of language, e of 
a free and honeſt ſoul. 8 | 


It 
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It would have implied groſs ignorance of 
the world indeed, and a defect of obſerva- 
tion, incompatible with my multitudinous 
experience in union with diſcernment at all 


| ſuperior to the intuition of a changeling, 
not to be ſenſible, that a profeſſor of my re- 


ligious opinions, and of that unbounded 


freedom of writings and converſation, could 
expect no general encouragement as an in- 
ſtructor of youth, and could only look for 


|  ſuccels from the particular and zealous pa- 


tronage of individuals. With theſe diſap- 
pointments, therefore, all my expectations 
from this plan were of courſe extinguiſned; 
and this is the genuine account of my fail- ; 
ure in this part of my proſpects. 

My other dependance, the claffical tutor- 
ip at the college, was by much the more 
agreeable of the two ; and in the diſcharge 
of that office I was hoping to paſs the re- 

mainder of my days. For, though the ſa- 
lary was mean and inadequate, the condi- 
tion of the college was repreſented as ſo flou- 
riſhing, that an increaſe up to a creditable 
maintenance might reaſonably be expected 
in no great length of time. The very 

reverſe 


TY]: 
reverſe of which ſtatement was the fat; fo 
that the brightneſs of this region, ſo pleaſing 
to the eye at firſt, and caſting ſuch a beau- 
tiful illumination on the ſurrounding ſcene, 
was ſoon diſcovered to be nothing more 
than a tranſient illufive gleam of moonſhine. 
But, before I proceed any farther in the nar- 
ration of the perſonal circumſtances of 
this connexion with the college at Hackney, 
I ſhall make ſome obſervations upon the 
mode of education among d:fſenters, and on 
that inſtitution in particular; for which 
province my expertence at leaſt has amply. 
qualified me: and the diſſenters may aſſure 
themſelves, that their intereſt and reſpecta- 
bility as a body are very materially con- 
cerned in what I am now proceeding to 
remark . I ſpeak with ſuch convittion 


* I hope they will not exemplify all the axioms of the 
following paſſage in old Hefiod : 


Our uy ravags@, os aur varta vonoti, 
 ®pacoauir@® ra rtr xa eg 1 now apevs, 
Eo T av x'axuv@, 3g eu erer mira. 
one e anne ory, m 00a s 
Ey bur Camumai, 0 aur ax Ea amp. 
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and demonſtration of truth to my own 


mind, as perſuades me, that an inattention 


to theſe admonitions of their trueſt friend 
will be, and will be accounted by the im- 


partial, as nothing leſs than a continuance 


of blind infatuation to their own welfare. 
Their manner of education for the mini- 


ty is ſo prodigiouſly abſurd, as to exceed 


all adequate repreſentation of it in charac- 
teriſtic language, ſo as to avoid at the ſame 
time an appearance of prejudice and ani- 


moſity. But this unqualified condemna- 


tion of it will be moſt effectually juſtified 
by comparing what evidently ought to be 
done with what is done, in theſe ſeminaries: 
a ſubject which I have heretofore diſcuſſed 


with DR. A1k1N, our dromnity- tutor at Har- 


rington ; who, not to mention every other 


_ perſon with whom I have converſed, ac © 
knowledged the rectitude of my ideas pos 


the nn 


The beft is he, whom native ſenſe inſpires 

With providential wiſdom; nor is ve 
Inferior much, whom Wiſdom's lefſons warn, 
But who, devoid of inborn ſenſe, rejefts 

Wife counſel, proves himſelf abſurd indeed. 
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The ſcriptures of the Old wi New Teſla. 
5 nodes: are; as all parties allow, the ſole 
repoſitories of divine truth, and the ftore- 
houſes, whence all our materials of a religi- 
ous creed are to be derived. What then is 
the firſt ſtep neceſſary? undeniably, an in- 
timate acquaintance with the language and 
phraſeology of the ſacred volume, in con- 
junction with thoſe indiſpenſible aſſiſtances, 
which an accurate and extenſive knowledge 
of the Greek and Roman writers are capable 
of furniſhing.— Let us now turn our eyes to 
the negative and hoſitive violation of theſe 
indiſputable maxims among diſſenters. 
They learn, what little Hebrew is learned, 
with points: an ignorant and barbarous 
method! long ſince exploded and diſcon- 
tinued by all the learned; and ſo abſurd 
in itſelf as to pronounce, on the ſtatement 
of it, it's own confutation“: not to men- 

tion the intolerable difficulty attendant on 
this horrid barbariſm; the vexation and 


As L have glanced at this topic in another part of theſe 
memoirs, and diſcuſſed it purpoſely in my Directions for 
Students in Theology, 1 ſhall not trouble the reader with a 
further detail in this mo | 


© 85%. } | 
diſcouragement to the ſtudent, ſometimes |. 
to a final relinquiſhment of his purpoſe; 
the time, which it plunders from other 
occupations; and the perfect nullity of the 
acquiſition, when attained. And, as to the 
Greek Teſtament, a man among the dz i ſenters, 
as far as education at their academies are 
concerned in his acquirements, who is com- 
petent to a genuine ph ogical diſcloſure of 
the phraſcology of that volume, is, and mult 
be, from the inconveniences of their educa- 
tion, all but a black ſwan. 


Numero vix ſunt wtidem, quot 
Thebarum portæ va divitis oſtia Nili. 


Such inſtruction, as al am now wecifying, 
is made the leaſt important part of their 
ſyſtem of theological inſtitution x. So far 
upon the negatzve infringement of our theo- 


The deficiency of the diſſenters in philological learning 
has been acknowledged by almoſt all of their own body, with 
whom I have ever been acquainted; and the moſt readily 
by thoſe, who are really learned in this reſpect themſelves. 
It might eafily. be accounted for, without any diſparage- 
ment of their characters: they are only blameable for un- 
| e and n it. | 


logical 


- (32) 


"OY axiom. Now for the ſecond con- 
EE r en we . to take in 
Every philoſophical chin will ml | 


grant me, that no ſyſtem of religious doc- 


trines can be valuable to the poſſeſſor, or 


uſeful to the promotion of goſpel truth, 
which 1s not the reſult of an impartial and 
unbiaſſed peruſal of the ſcriptures.” The 


| New Teſtament, therefore, ſhould be read, 
as if the book were newly publiſhed in the 


world, and every interference of any ſenti- 
ments, profeſſed among different ſetts of 

_ Chriſttans, moſt ſcrupulouſly, if poſſible, 
prevented. Let the ſtudent thoroughly un- 
derſtand the diction and ſtyle of his author's 
compoſition, and deduce his own creed 
accordingly. Where is the meritorious 
difference between Socinian and Trinitaran, 


if the reſpective doctrines of theſe denomi- 


nations have been poured into the mind 


through the funnel of a lecture? Of what 
value is the fire of zeal without the illumi- 


nation of knowledge? A direct conſequence 
of ſuch diſcipline is the production of ſects 
and diviſions in ſociety, rather than edifica- 
tion 
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tion in go del truth and geſpel manners. I 
feel no difficulty, therefore, in reprobating 
moſt deciſively and ſeverely that plan of 
lecturing on Trinitarianiſm, Arianiſin, and 
Socinianſm, the pre- exiſtence of Chriſt, &c. 


whence ſprings, with other evil fruit, a 


harveſt of theological coxcombs, devoted to 


a ſyſtem, and puffed up with a vain con- 


ceit of profound knowledge, not worth 
poſſeſſing. The building may look fair 
and ſtately to the eye of an unſkilfull or 
inaccurate obſerver ; but it's foundation is 
on the ſand, The abſurdity, however, and 
inefficacy of this method is ſufficiently ap- 
parent from one obvious circumſtance; 
which is, that the ingenuous youth (and to 
ſuch I appeal) eager for knowledge and 


burning for improvement, is wearied and 


diſguſted by this tedious proceſs, unſuitable 
to his taſte and years. He ſtruggles againſt 
nature, but in vain. The weakneſſes of 


mortality are no match for ſuch an adver- 


ſary: 
. ccombant ſous effort, 
r ferme lœœ il, et vs? endort. 
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"He I benny Altre that' Pave? no 


[particular individuals in view, but argue 


from the genius of their plans, connected 


only with their inevitable effects; and that 


the office of divmity-tutor, "wherever I have 


been concerned in theſe inſtitutions, was, 
inßudiciouſſy indeed in my opinion, but 
conſcientiouſſy, ably, and laborioufy diſ- 
boy e . E 

Nor is a want of 2 Amen Much 1 If 
" conſpicuous in the mathematical and philo- 
Joffucat operations of theſe ſeminaries. 


The ſtudent is too long detained i in the 


elements of ſcience, conſidering the cuſto- 


l mary term of his continuance; which are 


oy and abſtraft, and, as N move, 


* What i is ſaid i in woch general terms can never offend 
any, that are not conſcious they are applicable to them- 


ſelves. So that it would be impertinent to take pains to 


caution my readers againſt miſtaking me, by applying t that 
to one, which has too generally belonged to all others, to 
be underſtood to be pointed at in particular. Loxp Ban- 


RINGTON. 


M oo — 


exceed- 


th 


« 955.)) 
ingly unpalatable. to the generality 


4 jor young minds. The pupil ſhould be car- 


ried forward with all the expedition, that a 
faithful and accurate initiation will admit, 
to a practical application of his principles; 
to the. ſtriking, amuſing, and inſtructive 
. truths of the four branches of natural phi. 
_ toſobhy, and to the ſublime demonſtrations 
of the Newtontan ſyſtem of the univerſe. 
But how can he be expected to reliſh thoſe 
- tedious theories, of which he ſees no end 
and application? This is ſo abundantly 
evident, as to render a further-diſcuſſion of 
the point nothing leſs, than an inexcuſable 
t inſult to the ane of the reader. 


Wh pid pect to metaphyſics, ana taftory, 
and holitics, young men in theſe inſtitutions 


are doſed with ſuch infuſions to a degree, 
that makes even the ſtrongeſt ſtomach re- 
gurgitate under the operation. Theſe lec- 
. tures * are of little wilt in ſuch an early 
f ſtage | 


* Much more . indeed to the underfteuiig of 
the unambitious ſtudent, than the laborious inveſtigation 
4222 | = 
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ſtage of life : the faculties are not yet quali- 
fied to love or comprehend them: and 
words are employed, and queſtions anſwer. 
ed, without any diſtin and correſpondent 
1deas upon the mind. I know from expe- 
-rience, that what I ſay is very near the 
truth: beſides that I condemn exceedingly, 
as prejudicial and even ruinous, this method 
of conveying knowledge in precompoſed 
lectures, which leave no proper indepen- 
dent exertion for the underſtanding and in- 
duſtry of the ſtudent. The greateſt ſervice 


of tuition to any youth, is to teach him 


THE EXERCISE OF HIS OWN POWERS; 


to condutt him by that gradual progreſs 
to the. hill of knowledge, in which he ſees 


and ſecures his own way, and rejoices in a 


conſciouſneſs of his own faculties and his 


 ownproficiency. Nothing but puppies and 


of a claſſic author; but the utility of one is tranſient and 


fuperficial ; of the other, ſolid and permanent, Is0CRaA- 


rs well remarks: Kaxu ji, Tewror yolerres, riger ahuaninusr 


trravba A, Harra Ta; rag, Ta; nora; xo Ev dran & Toig 
egg BTW TH; Eg ˖eõu, Ws re THASUTH; ate non Nu 


Save Ta yas Tiga Twy Tigh Tov Bier, u N aura ra mono 


reich, a re arooairortur inxa NareruHiv. 


ſcioliſts 


(7-387: ) 
ſcioliſts can be erpekled to be formed by 


any other proceſs. An able tutor, there- 


fore, at a proper period of the ſtudent's life, 


| ſhould point out to him the moſt valuable 


authors in theſe different provinces of litera- 
ture for his own private ſtudies, with leave 
to conſult him in difficulty and confer with 


him on ſtated occaſions ; and as for lectures 


in theſe branches, they deſtroy time only, 


tempt patience, and are an affront to an 


underſtanding moderately endowed by na- 


ture . A capacity of employing time with 
pleaſure and advantage, the grand ſecurity 


from immorality and diſſipation 1 is the 
moſt uſeful conſequence of inſtruction : but 
how can this valuable end be attained, 
where the pupil has every thing provided 


Us People have now-a-days got a ſtrange opinion, that 


every thing ſhould be taught by lectures. Now I cannot 


ſee, that lectures can do ſo much good, as reading the books 


from which the leQures are taken. I know nothing that 


can be beſt taught by lectures, except where experiments are 


to be ſhewn. You may teach chymiſtry by lecture you 
may teach making ſhoes by lefures, DR. Jounson. 


+ T. dr „e w ad CHniLo. 
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to his heck in a ſtated courſe of traditio- 
nary lectures; which; in ſome caſes, he is 
expetted to tranſcribe? This may be called: B 
| the mere Fopery of education. : 
Jo inſtance particularly in the caſe of F 
taftory, where every ſtudent of moderate 
faculties is competent to his own inſtruction; 
and the belles lettres, in which the claſſical | 
tutor will teach all, that is valuable, in his 
regular courſe; if he have abilities equal to 
his office; what can be more contemptible, 
than ſor a youth to be deſcanting upon the 
ſtyle of Thucidydes and Demoſthenes, who 


has never read one ſyllable of the orator or 


the hr/borzan? Is not this implicit faith and 

 Joppriſiineſs in perfection? Away with thele 
Whimſies, away with ſuch . from 

the earth! | 


As for claſſical ht 3 it is very imper- 


fectiy known among the diſſenters, and, 
what is infinitely worſe, and makes the caſe 


almoſt deſperate, in little eſtimation with 
them, * quod non intelligunt *. 


This 


* A contempt of the monuments and the wiſdom of an- 


"tay may juſtly be SEE: one of the reigning follies 
| of | 


» HH wa, + A 
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| This i 1s. true, I am ſorry. to declare, even of ; 
ſome, whoſe characters are deſervedly on 
other accounts high among the learned of 

every deſcription, We need go no farther 
in ſeeking, a motive to this conduct, than to 
an application of Aſob s fable of the Fox 
and Grapes to the particular caſe under. 
| contemplation. * It is,” ſay theſe ſelf-com- 
placent Pholofopters, « a mere knowledge, 
« of woRDs only.” And what are words, 
we might aſk them on their own aſſertion, 
but expreſſions of ideas *.? And whoſe ideas 
can be better worth acquiring, than thoſe 
ol the moſt accompliſhed Poets, Orators, 
Morali »/ts, Hiſtorians, and Politicians, that 
ever adorned human nature, under the 
* of freedom, when authors ſpake what 


* 


of theſe 3 to which pride * idlene/i banks y con- 
tributed, The ſtudy of antiquity is laborious; and to de- 
ſpiſe what we cannot, or will not, underſtand, is a much 
more nn _ to W e s een 5 er. 
Mons, 
Illis 3 ae Sub ratione, fine diſeibind ne 
nos inquirendo ſcribendogue talia conſolemur otium noſtrum, que 
futura uſui bona mentis juvenibus ** 8 certe * 
voluptati. QUINTILIAN. | | 


Ar euro Twy eur. Lone 
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day Gita and thought without impedi- 
ment? Beſides, whatever is excellent in 
modern times owes at leaſt half it's acqui- 


ſitions to theſe parents of all ſcience *— 


theſe univerſal inſtructors of mankind ; with- 


out whom our philoſophical objettors would 
ſtill have been, in all probability, but parnt- 


ed barbarians +. And what ſoul of any 
cui or ambition will chuſe to receive 
| ſo 


Fhat is true with reſpe& to the moderns and ancients, 


- which Quintilian ſays of Demoſthenes and Cicero. Demaſtlienes 


prior uit, et ex magnd parte Ciceronem, quantus eft, fecit. 
+ What reader has not felt the beauty and good ſenſe, 


ſo conſpicuous in theſe maſculine lines of Claudian ? 
- Tnterea, Muſis, atas dum mollior, inſtes, 
| Et, que mox imitere, legas ; nec definat unquam 
Tecum Grara loqui, tecum Romana vetuftas. 


But, as Claudian has come in my way, and the ſubjett turns 
on the obligations of the moderns to the ancients, I will 
ſtep out of the road to diſcover the origin of, r oa the 


ſublimeſt ſimile, that Engliſi poetry can boaſt, 

As ſome tall cliff, that lifts it's awful form, 
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the form: 

Though round t's breaft the rolling clouds are ſpread, 

Eternal fun ſhine ſettles on it's head, 

ut altus Olympi 
Pan, qui ; Hevis ventos hiemeſque relinguit, 
Perpetuum nulld temeratus nube ſerenum, 

Cielſior exſurgit pluvits, auditque ruentes 


ſo conſiderable a proportion 6f their infor- 
mation at ſecond hand? Why need I men- 
tion, that the extraordinary pains, which 
theſe ancients took in their compoſitions, 
have made their works the completeſt | 
ſpecimens of elegance and correctneſs, that 


human wit will probably ever be able to 
produce? And is not a correct and elegant 


ſtyle an excellent accompanyment in any 


literary compoſition ® ? Where can the ſtu- 
dent cull ſuch flowers of ſentiment, favour- 
able to civil liberty, as in the orators, moral- 


Sub pedibus nimbos et rauca tonitrua calcat : 
Sic patiens animus per tanta negotia liber 
Emergit, fimiliſque ſui ; juſtique tenorem 
PFlectere non odium cogit, non gratia ſuadet, 
ay Claud. de Mall. Theod. Conſ. 206. 


a paſſage exquiſtely moral and ſublime! 


Stat ſublimis apex, ventoſque imbreſque ſerenus 
Deſpicit. 
Stat. Theb. ii. 35 | 
I could eably 0 out-other thefts of this nature, not yet 
detected, in our moſt admired poets, 


| * Mandare verd quemquam literis cogitationes ſuas, qui eas 


nec diſponere nec ornare poffit, aut delectatione aliqus allicere 
Loren, hominis oft intemeranter abutentis et otio et literis. 
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an „ of Greece, 4 Rome 9 


ifts, and 


And why. need I mention that exquilite 


feaftiof ſoul, which the, poetry of the, anci- 
ents furniſhes to the. taſte, and. which the 


_ greateſt. geniuſes . of, later, days, the beſt 


judges. of ſuch, bee, ha ve venerated 


to idolatry ? 
And ſurely no ingenuous ming will. unre- 


"7 lentingly acquieſce in an ignorance of thoſe 
writers, which the firſt characters in every 


department of letters have agreed to admire 


and praiſe. Indeed, it may be aſſerted as a 


general, and almoſt as an univerſal, truth, 
that our country has given birth to no HHi- 


loſophers, moraliſts, metaphyſicians, divines, 

politicians, lawyers, and even but few poets, 
of diſtinguiſhed eminence; who have not 
laid the foundation of their acquirements 


deep in ancient literature, which indeed 


may be juſtly denominated the ſinews of all 


proficiency: and, where they have been 


deprived of this advantage by the un- 


towardneſs of birth and education, they 
have deeply regretted their infelicity.— 


Go now, vain babbler! decide where thou 


art ignorant; and call this, pedantr) — 


a mere 


hinged 


Hl have never | you wen a © deſpiſer A 
66 | hal criticiſm, ſays my learned and amiable i 
friend DR. EDWARDS of Cambridge, in his 
edition of Plutarch's Freatiſe on Educa- 
tion, „who was remarkable for ſtrength of 
% reaſoning, for correctneſs of ſtyle, or for 
* accuracy of erudition. When theſe ſcof- 
fers favour the public with their own 

*-matchleſs productions, they excite in the 
readers the moſt lively ſenſations: of diſ- 


« ouſt, either by the poverty of their con- 
« ceptions and diction, or by an awkward 


* affectation of ſublimity and pathos, or by 
© an unſkilful ſelection and confuſed ar- 


© rangement of their materials. I am fo 
* far from lamenting the years, which are 

- uſually paſſed in a grammar ſchool, that 
I conſider them, 2f. well employed, as the 
* moſt important period of life. The pe- 
_ * culiar exerciſe of the underſtanding, 
* which is requiſite to inveſtigate and aſ- 
certain the preciſe meaning of an ancient 
65 author, Wannen 
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beg up the juvenile mind to ſorm 
« juſt concluſions on more momentous ſub- 


. « jects. If, on the other hand, boys are 


«permitted or encouraged to wander from 


one purſuit to another, and to remain ſa- 


* tisfied with a ſuperficial knowledge " = 


each; we ſhall in vain look forward to 

e thoſe mature fruits, without which it will 
«.be impoſſible to eſtabliſh a character. 
When I have once found a ſcioliſt, who, 
* on any topic aa can manifeſt the 


« Tame cogency of argument, which Dx, 


*« BENTLEY diſplayed in his diſſertation on 
«:Phatarss ; or the ſame energy of language, 


<-which DR. Pa RR has lately exhibited in 
«his republication of the tracts of a War- 
«-burtonian;” (or, let me add, the lame 


comprehenſion and ſagacity in adjuſting evi- 
dence and detecting ignorance and impoſ- 
ture, diſcovered by my friend PoxsoN in 
his letters to Archdeacon Trams); © then, 
and not till then, I will relinquiſh verbal 
* criticiſm as pedantic and uſeleſs.” - 
With theſe maſterly obſervations, which 


* me n to add * the ſubject, 
| Tüll 


9 CY 
„ iu% gy 88 


1% * 


1 ſhall conclude this diſſ putation on caſe 
7 ge 

7 * W a * ee too much, be- 
yond what either experience or philoſo ophy 


Will authoriſe, is undertaken to be done in 


a little time at diſſenting mſtitutions. As we 
have heard of a machine for grinding old 
people young, ſo here is a machine ſet up 
for grinding young men ſcholars. The 
mind is bewildered, the attention palled, by 
ſuch a multiplicity of purſuits. Nothing is 


laid hold on, ſo as to continue with the 


ſtudent for his future profit, but conceit. It 
is an cel you handle the creature from 
head to tail; every part paſſes regularly 
through your fingers, but the whole ſlips 
away at laſt, and leaves only lime behind 
it. You may get a mouthful of learning, as 
Dr. Johnſon exprelst it, but not a belly-full. 
The ſtudent grows . fatigued, and fickens : 
he comes to his lecture as to a taſt; liſtens 


without delight, and conſequently without 


improvement. It is a ſerious evil; and a 


truth, to which thoſe, who are the beſt 


Judges, the OY ſtudents themſelves, will, 


I dare 
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Inflead of 8 for the een . a 
- bill. of fare, that engages for a digeſtion of 


the whole” Encyclopedia in three years, the 


very quinteſſence of ' empyriciſm! parents 
"ſhould honeſtly be told what expertence dic- 


tates to be juſt, and what the human faculties 


will bear. The rider's fpeed muſt be regu- 


"lated by the abilities of his horſe. ' If) you 


expect more than this, the tutor ſhould boy, 


you expect what is impoſſible +. We have 


no /trong food in our literary larder, that 
will nouriſh up your puny bantling in ſo 
ſhort a compals into a ſon of Anac. We 


might make loud and confident ' preten- 
ſions; but we ſhould ne a Ou de- 


oerve the public. | 


a 322 Wees Taora qua roy, ert coryopn; vit tobas 
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Upon me ſtrength, therefore, of theſe 
gilaring improprieties, uninforeed by the ac- 
ceſſion of auxiliary objettions, abundant in 


the preſent caſe, without arrogant preten- 


ſions to ſuperior foreſight, I may ow ſay to 
the committee of Hackney-college ; © Gentle- 
«men! if ſome eſſential reformation" is not 
adopted in theſe points of education;'on 

«which I have fo long deſcanted, your 


foundation, without any other diſadvan- 


2 


tage, will ſpeedily come to deſolation. 


And I wiſh that part 'of the community, 


which feels itſelf really intereſted in a 


ſcheme of truly liberal education, un- 


ſhackled by ſervile and immoral” condi- 
tions of admittance, to turn their attention 


to the ſubject, in connexion with What I 


have advanced, and confider how far it can 
be prudent i in them to patroniſe ſuek an in- 
ſtitution in it's preſent ſtate, ſo little caleu- 
lated to anſwer che true ends of education. 


I am conſcious of a ſincere intereſt in the 


welfare of the di 5 1 moſt Wy 


4 re WE. 
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wiſh to ſee every branch of uſeful and orna- 


mental learning flouriſh in this moſt re- 
ſpectable claſs of men: and I here encoun- 

ter, without one particle of ſelfiſhneſs, which 
can hardly be ſuppoſed to operate in this 
_ cafe, all the malice and opprobrium and 
miſrepreſentation of my views from evil 
tongues, which this unreſerved declaration 
of my ſentiments will not t fail to 1 up- 
on me. 5 | 


Welcome for thee, fair virtue ! all the paſt: 
ä o en the laſt . 


Wich mh to the particular. circum- 

” Nances of Hackney-college, many important 
_ [obſervations may be made. I will be con- 
tented with a curſory recital. 


The firſt abſurdity + was the — " 


a huge, clumſy, and almoſt uſeleſs building: i 
and the e in time, but Joſe in mag 


| * F 1 
| + e Tavre, » ee Ae, var in nge Ta 
reer 
CUT WYTWY, Dios. LAEBRT _ 
| tude, 


( 369 )- 
ude, tlie addition of other buildings, of a- 
conſiruttion moſt prodigally waſteful, and 
unapt for collegiate purpoſes; in ſhort, 


moſt outrageouſly injudicious in every re- 
ſpect; and incurring theſe inconveniences 


9 


merely to compoſe an external uniformity 
with the firſt, for the gratification of the 
eye. I ſhall not ſtay to mention another 
folly of the ſame kind, which, I believe, is, 


moſt heartily now, and was by ſome ori- 
ginally, diſapproved. In the mean time, 
horreſco referens ! theſe enthuſiaſtic pro- 
moters of LIBERAL EDUCATION never once 
thought of any proviſion for their tutors; as 
beings forſooth! of much leſs conſequence 
than brick and ſtone, and a mere ſecon- 
dary conſideration, or rather no conſide- 
ration at all, in this literary inſtitution. 
They were to be conſigned to the contin- 
genies of futurity, and muſt content them- 
ſelves with expecting a precarious ſub- 

ſiſtence, from the fluctuations of public 
encouragement in ſubſcriptions, or the vi- 
ciſſitudes of ſucceſs in pupils. A pleaſant 
way of attaching thoſe to their eſtabliſhment, 


on whoſe exertions alone it's proſperity 
1 b muſt 


mp aye — o Non moifturtftims- 
The —.— to che metropolis 15 
another concomitant of this inſtitution, big 
with numerous and alarming evil. The 
e ßer diſadvantages of this circumſtance 
are, an increaſe of expence both to the 
committee and the pupils; an inability to 
recompenſe the tutors ſuitably on that ac- 
count, and a real diminution of their ac- 
tual reward from the dearneſs of every ar- 
ticle of living. The more important diſad- 
vantage is, the ſeductions which inevitably 
attend fuch a ſituation; the perpetual in- 
terruption of the ſtudents by the calls of 
friends and. relations, ſome: of whom are 
conſtantly coming up to the metropolis ; 
| ang this cireumſtance occaſions a very ſe- 


2 . . (a forget fulneſs, which argues in 
me great want of candour and a diſpoſition determined to 
find fault) that our committee might conceive of us literary 
adventurers, as creatures. of a fuperior order, not ſubje&to 
thoſe wants, which common fleſh is heir to ; and capable of 
fupporting our fpiritualized nature, by aetherial food, the 
neftar and ambrofia of ſcience. Or they might i imagine, _ 
like ſome afes I have read of in an ancient n 
| could live on AI. | 


rious . 


( 871 ) | 
rious loſs of time indeed, both in the in- 
mediate conſumption of it, and in that diſſi- 
pation of ideas and unſettlement of the 
mind, which extends beyond the period of 
immediate interruptions, and frequently be- 
gins, from expectation, long before it: an 
evil this, which is alſo attendant on very 
particular tranſactions, occaſionally agitat- 
mg in the metropolis ; ſuch, for inftance, is 
the trial of Mr. Haſtings : for an event of 
this kind may not occur again through life, 
and it would be thought harſh to deny oc- 
_ _caſionally ſuch a gratification to the ſtudent. 

In ſhort, the miſchiefs flowing from this 
ſource, vicinity to London, are beyond mea- 
fure ſerious, and cannot efcape the moſt 
uncircumſpect obſerver. Tell me now in 
return, ſage contrivers! of one ſingle ſolid 
indiſputable benefit to education, that re-- 
ſults from this fituation, to counterbalance 
theſe grievances “, which I have ſtated, and 


* The projectors of this inſtitution were admoniſhed 
in it's infancy of all theſe evils by a very ſenſible and ſpi- 
rited remonſtrance from our congregation of diſſenters at 


nn W up by the manly pen of Ma. WALKER, 
- = DS „550 
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others, that might be ſpeciſied without 
much expence of meditation or een 
of diſcernment? 
A courſe of eee more ſubſtantial 
and fundamental ſhould be adopted for thoſe 
dipinity ſtudents, who ſtay five years, than is 
practicable, or even adviſeable for lay ſtu- 
dents, whole continuance is much ſhorter, and 
who are intended to move in a different 
ſphere of life. For theſe a general and ab- 
ſtrat knowledge of things may have it's uſe ; 
butnothing can be more hurtful than ſuch a 
courſe to ſcholars by profeſſion. 
Now by what vigorous effort can the d: iſ 
ſenters extricate themſelves from this un- 
toward ſituation of their affairs ? They ad- 
mire the conduct of the French: let them 
follow the example of that nation. AN EN- 
TIRE RENOVATION OF THE CONSTITU- 
rio is, in ſuch deſperate maladies, the harſh 
indeed, but only, remedy. No wiſe phy- 
ſician will uſe ſuch pallatives, as can only 


But i it was a mere afeQation to aſk advice, when they had 
determined upon their plan of operation; and a moſt i in- 
eonſiſtent impucence to be offended by it, when given. 


* 
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ſupport for a time, and then accelerate and 
aggravate deſtruction; but will boldly en- 


counter the diſorder with all it's virulence *. 


In plain words, before all your reſourees 


are exhauſted, and the patronage of the 


public is gradually withdrawn for ever; 
(becauſe ſuch a ſpirit of exertion, when 
once quenched, will not eaſily be lighted up 


again) you muſt SELL YOUR BUILDINGS t, 


transfer your college to a more favourable 
fituation, and refound it under better 


auſpices. The dilemma is unpalatable 


enough, but admits of no heſitation. You _ 
have no choice between this and Rix . 


Having thus diſcharged my duty in this 


free emen of ad ſentiments for the 


Ceſſatum uſque ades N nunc Porr, Efchine expergiſcere, 


2 


7 They will coming one, who has A ee at the 
Univerfities, of my Lord Chefterfield's facetiouſneſs. He 


adviſed a nobleman, who had juſt finiſhed a magnificent 
manſion, extremely inconvenient within, but moſt ſplendid 


without, to rent the oppoſite houſe, that he Wy 9 the 
projpedt. 
„ — 
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A 
PUBLIC GOOD, in (defiance of all pruden- 
tial conſiderations, I ſhall relate the pero 
hiſtory of my connexion with the Neu- Col. 
lege at Hackney, in as few words as poſſible. 
On entering upon my office, I found rea- 
ſon to congratulate myſelf on the zeal and 
doceility of my pupils. Never was I con- 
nected with ſuch a ſet of orderly, induſ- 
trious, attentive, reſpectful, and amiable 
youths, The flame of attachment; which 
heir gratitude and affection kindled in my 
breaſt, will go out in that moment only, 
when memory s extinguiſhed. - But I was 
heavily concerned to find in moſt of them 
lamentable deficiencies indeed, and in all 
but a ſlender portion of thoſe delicate ſen- 
fibilities to beauty, ſublimity, and pathos of 
compoſition, which reſult from an elegant 
claſſical education. What muſt be done? 
An imperfect execution of my office was a 
miſery, in which I could not acquieſce; and 
no time adequate to a remedy of previous 
diſadvantages could be allotted from the 
general diſtribution of academic buſineſs: 
nay, the preſent allowance was rendered 


| = y ineffectual by the you attention, 
1 which 
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(9875), 
which was brought to my lectures from the 


diſtracting variety of other occupations. | 
This was their own complaint, and of it- 


ſelf viſiblẽ enough to me in it's effects. The 
ſame evil had occaſioned to my mind per- 


petual uneaſineſs at Harrington in a former 


period, and determined me in that caſe, as 


in the prelent, to correct the improprieties 


of our ſyſtem, or relinquiſh my ſtation in 


the college. In ſhort, I ſignified my inten- 
tions of reſignation to the committee in- 

timating, if I rightly recollect, my diſap- 
Probation of the preſent plan of procedure; 'E 
which I had not {pared to cenſure in pri- 
vate converſation to ſeveral of their body, as 


far as was conſiſtent with decency and the 
reſpect that I felt for individuals*, I found 
1 myſelf 


dgecure in the rectitude of my own intentions, and de- 


fying all the powers of envy and malice to the end of time, 
in union with the irkſomeneſs of tranſcribing and my va- 
rious engagements, I ſeldom, or never, copy what I write; 


or I would have quoted both my letters to the committee 


in this place, For ſome of their body I entertain genuine 
ſentiments df reſpe& and gratitude, and was therefore 


truly ſhocked, that they ſhould cenſure my repreſentation, 
and ſlill cenſure it, as rude and indecent, I bluſh for the 


ſervility of their ideas in this inſtance; and am ſure, that 
| | „ 


| 
| 
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myſelf * in a moſt difficult and deli- 
.cate ſituation: highly diſſatisfied with our 
plan, and yet not forward to a public re- 
-monſtrance, leſt my conduct, as was na- 
-tural, might carry with it too much an ap- 
pearance of attempting to eſtabliſh my own 
Intereſt on the ruin of my aſſociates. In- 
deed, by the rudeneſs and treachery of a 
elading member in the committee, I was 
_-embrolled, to the utmoſt of his power, with 
my colleague DR. KIS H; a gentleman, 
whoſe unlimited benevolence, independent 
of his literary accompliſhments, had won 
my veneration; and from whom none will 
withhold AO NO) is nen n . 


their character for W with the 0 wind ſuffer 
materially by an exhibition of the letters in queſtion, This 
work I wiſh to be known to nobody, till it's publication; 
but, if it ſhould ever be re-printed, and the committee will 
ſend me copies, they ſhall find me as good as my word on 
this occaſion, A ſcholar and a man of virtue is a deſpicable 
traitor to himſelf, if he bows in acknowledgement of ſu- 
© Periority to any idol of riches or of flation, The cru, T 

55 an arc not to be purchaſed by the wealth of Ormus and of 
Ind, and are degraded by ſuch compariſons, | 


"I's weren dupag da ra ovupugorra Th rarpid, JN ey neu 
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Leaving, however, ſuch groſs impropriety 


to the reprobation of all honeſt men with- 
out further chaſtiſement from me ; affairs 
ſeemed at one time to be tending faſt to a 
reformation : when a ſudden payſe took 
place, and left me no alternative but eſcape 
from a crazy and ſinking veſſel. * My. con- 
nexion with the lay ceaſed in June 
179k 
When I came to eben I was intro- 
duced to the celebrated DR. PRICE, who 


received me with the utmoſt cordiality, and 
hoped that we ſhould be better acquaint- 


ed. This gentleman, in the main a noble and 
amiable character, the apoſtle, as he is ſtyled, 


of liberty, was but half a patriot; and had 


either been favoured with no ſuch miſſion 
to preach religious liberty, or had omitted 
to diſcharge it. He underſtood the laws of 
nature, better than the ſpirit of the code of 


Jeſus ; and, in an eager aſſertion of the 


rights of man, diſregarded the privileges of 
the Chriſtian. He had oppoſed my elec- 
tion to the tutorſhip at the college on the 
ground of my religious ſentiments, as he had 


before oppoſed the reception of ſomeſtudents 
; | from 
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3 8 1 written prayers = 
to an unaſſiſted eſfiion of them. Several 


months elapſed without bringing the doctor's 
intentions into practice. So far from culti- 


me even with a ALI. In the mean time, 
my conduct on the article of public worſhip 
was the ſubje& of his enquiry and condem- 
nation in private com „ much more 
Probably than ever came to my ears; :for 

ny friends here were hes, who almoſt 1doliz- 


ed him; and therefore were not forward in 


mentioning to me any thing to his diſparage- 
ment *. In proceſs of time, his neglect of 
me became a topic of animadverſion among 


our acquaintance, and he agreed with a 


common ſriend, that they ſhould drink tea 


at my houſe on fome day to be fixed upon 


by me. As, notwithſtanding the doctor's 
Exalted character and the idolatry of his 
friends, I rd that every man of virtue 


5 8 Quibus igitur ee k idem uren non habemus ? 
Lui hos mentiri putat, Ae alios, . , credemus auctores. 
TLacraxrius. | | 


Was 


g my inte, he never honoured 


2 2. 


cw) 


was on a level in the common intercourſes 
of ſociety, and that I ſhould confer as much 
honour-by ſuch intimacy as I was likely to 
receive; (Which notion the reader may at- 
tribute to as much vanity as he pleaſes) 
ſenſible of the ſlight, which had been put 
upon me by this long neglect, of itſelf ſuf- 
ficient to determine my conduct in this caſe; 
and morally certain, chat he had repreſented 
me in an unjuſt and unfavourable light a 
few days before to the Marguis of Lanſ- 
une, 1 rejected his appointment, and 


1 know very well what an uproar all this will occa- 


a 5 ſion, but I -prefer juſtice to prajſe, and love to ſee men in 


their true characters. My. motto is Mr. Shandy's: Amicus 
Socrates, amicus Plato, fed magis amica VERITAS : chat is, I 
like Dx, Price very well, but TRUTH and LIBERTY much 
better. The caſe was this. It was determined, that one of 
the ſtudents ſhould quit the college; and Mr, Belſham, with a 
very friendly intention, was deſirous, that he ſhould come 
to me, as the young man alſo was, I had been mentioned 
accordingly, either by Mr. Belſtam in a letter, or the youth 
himſelf, or both, to the Marquis, who was entruſted with 
the charge of ſuperintendance, while the father was abroad. 
The Marguis {aid he could not determine, till he had con- 
ſulted Dx. PRICE. When the young gentleman waited on 
the Marquis after his interview with the Dr.: I ſuppoſe, 
„my lord!” ſaid he, I may go to Mr, Wakefield's ?“ 


« Oh t” replied the Marquis, with — * 
on 


(3) 


refuſed this 
ed, however, to our friend, that DR. PRicx, 


was a man in years, and highly eſtimable on 
many accounts; and therefore I was exceed- 


ingly unwilling to take any ſtep that might 
hurt his feelings : but ſee him I would not; 


nor att the Farce of friendſhip with any man 


alive. All, therefore, that he had to do 
was, to put off the engagement in the beſt 


manner he could; vith a permiſſion to ſay 
of me what he pleaſed, provided he could 


order the matter ſo as to exclude all poſſi- 
bility of uneaſineſs to the Docrox by an 


incivility, which I might be compelled to 


practiſe. Accordingly, we never viſited 
each other; and ſome of his particular 


friends were highly e at his con- 


8 duct“. 


Don't mention a word of that—let me hear no more of 
« that. Mr. Wakefield, I underſtand, is a man that has left 
© the church, &c, &c.” for the reſt was concealed from me, 
but proclaimed loudly enough in the effect. 


 Rumpatur, quiſquis rumpitur, invidid. 
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zar abn. D. LAxxr. 
Let Du, ParzsTLEY, with unparalleled aſſurance, falſely 
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* my ardour after our affairs at Hackney 
I have 5 the barriers of chrono- | 


logical ſucceſſion : 
And panting Time toils after me in vain, 


I muſt carry my reader back to the latter 


end of the year 1790 to mention, that the 
ſecond part of my Silva Critica then appear- 
ed, through the continued affection of my 
ever-honoured alma mater, the UNIVER- 
$1TY of CAMBRIDGE. In this volume I 


was occupied more than in the former, in 


my illuſtration of the p/rafeology and the 
explication of the ſenſe of the New Tefta- 
ment. I proceeded to the end of the Aﬀs 
of the Apoſiles, reſerving the remainder -of 
the ſcriptures for my third volume, which 
will probably ſolicit the notice of the public 
before theſe memoirs can be profemted. + to 
_ tribunal. | 


The Rev. Ma Porz, my ſucceſſor in the 


claſſical tutorſhiþ at Hackney college, has Juſt 
| ſent me a publication, in which are included 
ſome copious remarks on my interpretation 


of Matth. xxvii. 5. in this volume of my 
Silva. 
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Ab By the help of pion indexes, 
| theſauruſes, commentaries, cor 
modious books, he has mas a — pom- 
pous diſplay of learning in bringing to- 
gether all the paſſages, in which «neyxoua. 
overlooked fo many, without the diſcern- 
ment to perceive that this ſenſe of the word, 
which perpetually occurs, was nothing to 
my purpoſe, unleſs an author is expected to 
argue only again an hypothefes ; which he 
has undertaken to defend. This proves to 
me what I ſaid before, and what I ſay (till, 
that he does not comprehend the force of 
my argument, which, as the point in queſ- 
tion is, in my opinion, of conſiderable im- 
portance, I will ſtate as briefly as J can, 
and ſubmit this ſtatement to men of real 
learning “, judgement, and er for 
their deciſion on it's merits. = 
My poſtulatum 1 is this. If the account of 
Luke in Acts 1. 18. concerning the death 


Hare yroome; xa acrapartyr O eiriunrus TWY MEA, cio 
ar xx ine Tuy TM4700 at In, mee, 
Por raus. | 7 


of 


1 6 
of Judas be really incompatible with that of 


Matthew, an inconſiſtency in ſo notorious a 
fact, with which both hiſtorians muſt have 
been able to acquaint themſelves exactly, 
would tend very much to invalidate the 
general credibility of their hiſtories. The 
queſtion, then is: How is this difficulty 
to be removed?” Only by one of theſe ſup- 
_ poſitions: Either the ſpuriouſneſs of a text, 
or a reconciliation of the accounts. As I 
ſaw no reaſon to take refuge in the former 
ſolution, I attempted the latter method: 
and, if my reaſoning, which I ſhall immedi- 
ately exhibit, - prove ſatisfattory, I deſerve 
the thanks of every lover of the goſpels. 
The idea of being choaked by grief,,exem- 
plified to a greater or leſs degree by per- 
petual exherience, was familiar to Jewiſh 
writers. This I prove from the verſion of 
the LXX on 1 Regg. xvi. 14. and from 
Joſeplnuss account of the ſame event: from 
the Jeruſalem Targum and that of Jonathan. 
Ben Uriel on Gen. xxii. 20. Lightfoot an 
Matt. x. 4. in diſcuſſing the Etymology of 
Hcariot, the fur-name of Judas, and fug- 
geſting the root X2DN—an obſtruction, 
| choakang, 
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; uh 6 or INN quotes a paſſage from 
the Gemara extremely to my purpoſe; of 
which, to ſpare the printer and myſelf, I 
ſhall only quote the Latin tranſlation : 
Tfeara incipit in visctrIBUs, et defenit in 
GUTTURE, The familiarity of this notion 
among the Orientaliſis is further proved by 
the Arabic words n pm, concerning which 
the reader may conſult Caftell's Lexicon. 
In the next place, I aſſert, that no word 
in the Greek language is better calculated to 
expreſs this idea, than enwyxoe: and there- 
fore, if this application of the word were 
expreſsly found in no genuine Greek author 
whatever, my reaſoning might ſtand ; be- 
cauſe a Jew, who writes in Greet, may be 
allowed, and ſuppoſed likely, to accommo- 
date this congenial term to his own con- 
ception without impropriety. But I men- 
tion ſome paſſages from unexceptionable 
_ Greek writers, which will not be unreaſon- 


ably accepted in this ſenſe, and I ſhall add | 


one or two more in this place, referring the 
reader to my Silva for the further illuſtra- 
tions of this original with a view to the ex. 


r of St. Luke. | 
There N 


(9) 


There is a curious paragraph in the ora- 


tion of Andocides me: rom ug, p. 62, ed. 


Reiſte, which the editors appear not to 
have underſtood from an inattention to 


the power of the word enzyx pou. This 


is quoted by Mr. Pope from my infor- 


mation, without acknowledgement, but 


with great complacency. H 9% u 
Svyyci ip, rehicelce Yopurare NVTITENEW, 1 CY õgœ res 

 ywouere, AIIATXOMENH weratv rr. nou, 
eren crete, cem ccc cr EN TI og wire, De- 
ferring critical remarks to a future oppor- 
tunity, I thus render theſe words: The 
go daughter of 1/chomackus, preferring death 
eto life in theſe circumſtances, was nearly 
* choaked with ſorrow, and in the mean 
time kept her bed; and, upon recovering 


_ again, fled from the W Yet I muſt 


own we may render: Was ready to HANG 


HERSELF WITH GRIEF, Mr. Pope's re- 


marks on the words deſerve ſcholaſtic flagel- 
lation. We may ſuppoſe the paſlage to be 
ſpurious indeed; which is a very commo- 
dious way of evading — and al. 
ing ignorance. 

To the ſame idea nab Juvenal. be re- 
erred, Sat, 44% 
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Sed "EY NIMIA congeſta pecunia CURA 
STRANGULAT : 


| where the words nimid curd 1 on 
Neangulat, not on congeſta. The ſame ſen- 
timent Horace expreſſes by vgilare metu 
examinem, Sat. i. 1. 7. HALF-DEAD- with 
watching and anxiety, where he ſpeaks upon 
the ſame ſubject. To this e alſo i is 
chat of Ovid, Triſt. v. 1. 63. 


STRANGULAT incluſus DOLOR, atque exæſtuat intis. 
A variety of other paſſages, all pertinent 
to the vindication of my conceptions re- 
ſpecting the wo narratives of the death of 
Fudas, I forbear to produce in this place, 
and will only recapitulate the ſubſtance of 
my arguments. Se 
A notion, common to Jewi iſh writers, can- 
not be better expreſſed in the Greek lan- 
guage by a ſingle term, than by «nwyyoper, 
Which will itſelf bear the ſame ſenſe ex- 
tremely well, and probably ſometimes has 
it, as alſo the parallel term in the Latin 
language, of itſelf a ſtrong preſumption of 
this meaning of azeyxo pa; and this inter- 
pretation ſolves a very important difficulty 
by reconciling wo apparent contradictions 
| in 


(7) - 


in the go/pel hiſtory: therefore I adopt it. | 


As to the larger cup of criticiſm, which this 
gentleman is preparing, on my Sitva, for 
what is clear and wholeſome I ſhall thank 
him, and convert it to my own nouriſh- 


ment ; but the froth and grounds I ſhall 


leave for his own digeſtion. His abſurd 


and extravagant vanity will not allow us to 


expect much in favour of his remarks on 


the three Greek Tragedians ; of whom, he 


modeſtly ſays, © no good edition has yet 
appeared.” He means this, I ſuppoſe, as 
an appeal from his pupils to the literary 
world at large; at whoſe tribunal I ſhall 
now leave this ſelf-important gentleman, 


after obſerving, that one, who writes ſo 
much at fecond-hand is not calculated to 


promote the cauſe of literature . 


As 


* ————-Raro antecedentem ſceleſtum 
Deſeruit pede pœna claudo. 


i. e. The $LANDERER makes a rod for his own back.“ 


Whilſt this ſheet was paſling through the preſs, April 
27th, I ſaw an advertiſement of a book from this gentle- 
man, importing to criticize my treatiſe on public worſhip, my 
Silva Critica, and my tranſlation of the New Teftament ; by 
way of complete deſtruction at one ſtroke, I thought I 

had given him enough of it a few days ago in my Strictures 
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As to my works in queſtion, more exten- 
ſive ane and maturer judgement have 
enabled 


on Dr. Prieſtleys pamphlet: but his reſentment, it ſeems, 


can over- power the judgement of his friends and his re- 
gard for the college, which employs him. He is the moſt 
ſingular compound of vanity, puerility, impertinence, 
emptineſs, and envy, that ever encountered my knowledge; 


and, though it be 4 mosT xnoTorIOUs FACT, that his own 


Pupils ridicule and deſpiſe the inſipidity of his lectures, as 
incompetent to convey the fainteſt idea of claſſic elegance, 

ſo that the committee of Hackney College are diſgraced, and 
the public defrauded, by his employment there, he fancies 


himſelf an accompliſhed ſcholar, and, by loud boaſtings 


and a pompous produftion of paſſages, will impoſe, I 
doubt not, on thoſe, who are no greater proficients than 


himſelf, Had I framed Job's wiſh, Oh that mine adver- 


fary had written a book! I could not have fixed on a more 
deſirable penman than the Reverend Mr. John Pope, tutor 
in belles lettres and claſſical literature in the New College, Hackney, 
I heartily wiſh, however, that a multitude of other ſuch 
Judges had conceived as high an opinion of his claffical ac- 
quirements, as his friend Dr. Prieſtley has conceived: a 


| filliþ would be given to the tardy circulation of my poor 


performances. And yet, upon ſecond thoughts, which, as 
the old tragedian ſays, are uſually the beſt, a more able 
opponent, who ſhould write with the candour inſeparable 
from real learning, would be more ſoothing to the digni- 


fied ſenſations of an author; who is apt to feel the eager- 


neſs of young Aſcanius to diſtinguiſh his prowels i in a more 
honourable gonteſt: 


Spuman- 


(389) 


enabled me to diſcover various inaccuracies; 
ſuch indeed. as are incident to all human 
productions of more learning and genius 
than I can boaſt. What is good, I ſhall be 
found tolerably able to defend; what is 


5 faulty, I ſhall be the firſt to abandon and 


retract. It is no diſhonour to commit an 
error, but to defend it pertinaciouſly when 
detected; a folly, which no man ſhall ever 


lay to my charge; nor that of pretending to _ 
accompliſhments which I do not poſleſs. I 


am very ſenſible, and never fail to inculcate 
this moſt important truth, that intellectual 
acquirements are only valuable as they pro- 
mote and recommend religion, and virtue, 


and amiable manners; and that, in compe - 


Spumantemque dart pecora inter inertia votis 
Optat APRUM aut fulvum deſcendere monte LEONEN. 


If I muſt periſh, it would be a conſolation to periſh by the 
hands of a generous and noble adverſary be 


Si pereo, hominum manibus periiſſe juvabit. 


But ĩt is a truly lamentable conſideration, that, after being 
reſpected and beloved by men of talents and virtue in ſo 
many places, where fortune has fixed me, I muſt come to 
Hackney to be worried at laſt by vx RuIx. 
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tition with pure and benevolent affections, 


KNOWLEDGE is but CONSPICUOUS DISHO- | 
NOUR. , 


Towards the concluſion of the year 1791, 
appeared my new Tranſlation of the Teſta- 
ment with notes, in three vols. 8vo. This 
work, on many accounts, coſt me a, great 
deal of trouble, particularly in the compa- 
riſon of the oriental verſions with the re- 
ceived text. I had proceeded beyond the 
Epr/tle to the Romans before I left Notting- 
ham; and that derangement of my affairs 
and long ſuſpenſion of the work have oc- 
caſioned ſome miſtakes, I underſtand,. in a 
few references, and ſome other errors ; fuch 

as muſt be expected indeed in every human 
_ undertaking : 


quas aut incuria fudit; 
Aut humana parum cavit matura. 


This work was much more profitable to me 
than all the reſt of my publications put toge- 
ther: and THE DukE or GRAFTON, THE 
BisHoy or LAN DAT r, a ſet of gentlemen 
among the diſſenters in the country, and 
| | MR. 


/ aw ) 


Ma. TyRWIHITT of Tiſha College, Cam- 


bridge, were particular in their munificence. 


Some of the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters 
of that untverſity were not aſhamed to place 


their names in the liſt of my ſubſcribers. I 
did not expoſe myſelf to any drawback from 


theſe encouragements by printing many 
_ beyond the exigency of the ſubſcrip- 


If the impreſſion ſhould go off, I ſhall 


republiſh the work in a form more accel- 
fible to the public at large. | 
In a few weeks after, I continued my ca- 
reer, after the example of the intrepid ci- 
tizen of Tarſus, through evil report and good 
report, by the publication of my pamphlet 
on Religious Worſhip. Moſt of my friends 
among the difjenters were ſcandalized at the 
freedom with which I had treated the ex- 
travagances of their mode of worſhip. I re- 


flected, however, that no man of ſenſe is 


hurt by inapplicable ſatire “, and the unea- 


ſineſs, which they felt from the adminiſtra- 


lle roy ernovra, Ou co de 6 Jawa 3 Oui, en- 
cao Yap u TPogert TATA, Eneys de Tots b,, de emmuTes 
zur d EI uU vag Ti ry fog Ne dog 
Ta bi 8 vdey f ige DI0G. LAERT, DE SOCRATE. 
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tion'of this potion, proved clearly to me, 
that the medicine was ſtruggling with ſome 
diſorder, and would in the end contribute 
materially to mend the conſtitution of the 
patient. 1 thought it equally unſcientific 
and unkind, as a phyſician of ſpiritual ma- 
ladies, not to ſecond the favourable opera- 
tion of the fir /t preſcription : and accord- 
ingly did not weaken my ſecond compo- 
ſition of this healing draught. I am daily 
expecting the moſt ſalutary effects from my 
perſevering and judicious treatment; not 
however, without thoſe retorts, of which 
Horace ſo humorouſlly ſpeaks : 


Ut fanaticus hic, cum fit pUG1L, et MEDICUM urget. 


On the firſt edition of this pamphlet I 1 
had been blamed for not mentioning my 
inducements to the publication of it. In 
che preface to the ſecond, I touched upon 
that point, and gave infinite offence to 
many, whoſe leaſt concern ſeems to be, 
whether an aſſertion be true, or not, if it 
affects a favourite, though it be in your 
OWN vindication,—I ranked DR. PRICE 


among 
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among the number of thoſe, who are ex- 
tremely 1ll-informed in the ancient lan- 
guages; and as to what his friends may ſay 
upon this ſubject in oppoſition to my opi- 


nion, no concluſion can be drawn from it, 
but that of blind partiality, or equal 1gno- 
rance in themſelves, whilſt the firſt edition 


of the Doctor's ſermons is in exiſtence. Any 


man converſant with the Greek writers will 
eaſily judge of his proficiency in them, who 


could affix ſo curious an interpretation to 
Matt. xxvu. 50. To ſpeak ingenuouſſy: 


the Doctor's theological ſentiments were on 


| ſome points ſo very unſcriptural, in my 


| judgement, as to make me ſeize with eager- 


neſs any opportunity of invalidating his 


authority as a divine, when I could take this 
ſtep conſiſtently with truth and juſtice. 
This alſo was my motive, mixed with a de- 
fire of repreſſing the intolerable arrogance 
of the Etonians, when I pointed out the in- 
ſufficiency of the Cambridge Greek profeſſor 
in ſect. xxiii. of my Silva Critica: and not 
an uncandid viſitation of the fins of the fa- 
ther on the child, as ſome might imagine. 
My e allo are aſcribed to pedantry, 


and 


| TR 7 
and are cenſured as impertinent and unſca- 
ſonable. The truth is, I do not write merely 
for the literate, but endeavour at furniſh- 
ing the liberal /cholar with fome entertain- 
ment. They, who do not reliſh theſe dain- 
ties, may ſatisfy themſelves with coarſer 
food; but why ſhould they be offended, if 
they have enough, though ſome 'portion 
may be too ſtrong for their powers of di- 
geſtion ? When the mind is diſpoſed to 
find fault, what treatment can ſoothe it into 
approbation ? © What avail theſe ſubtle- 
« ties Without ſo much trouble, I can 
be full enough pleaſed. I know what IL 
e like *.” We anſwer: And ſo does the 
; carrion-crow, that feeds upon a carcaſe. 
If - a reader be irritated by the expo- 
ſure of his own prejudices and follies, he is 
eager to paſs ſentence on his chaſtiſer, and 
in no condition to judge candidly of his con- 
duct. An opinion, therefore, i in ſuch a caſe, . 
is unworthy of regard. 
My candid antagoniſts, I truſt, will have, 
as ſuch antagoniſts ought to have, no rea- 
fon to complain of any defect in civility 


* HARARIS. 
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and reſpectfulneſs to their performances: 
otherwiſe, 1 have taken ſome pains to no 
. purpoſe. My old {chool-maſter, whom I 
have mentioned with ſo much approbation 
in the early part of theſe memoirs, had a 
ſaying, which is not very inapplicable to 
myſelf: © Uſe me well, and I am gentler 
« than Pompey :” (a large dog in the fa- 
* mily) © but rouſe me, and I am fiercer 
than a Mumidian lion.“ And yet the lat- 
ter compariſon, I am ſatisfied, muſt be ap- 
plied to me with conſiderable reſerve : for I 
believe nothing could extort from me a 
word of harſhneſs againſt a modeſt, con- 
ſcientious, and religious man, even if he 

were not ſparing of ſeverity. 
This Pamphlet. to my e latifaction . 
coſt 


* TmTepnepoorvua TY xagæ cri mary Ty Multi nuor rar 
yap aobeyw, Tore fwvat® ei. 2 COR. viii. 4. xii. 10. 


Nur tum, ove aba. Eont mot 3 run Tpogte 
| Aaumeoa ν? Procopia. Z ENo. | 
Ei un ,-, w av towhnuey, OREAC. PROV. . 


A ſentiment to the ſame purport, in the preface of the 
fecond edition of my pamphlet on Public Worſhip, has been 


condemned 
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coſt me the * two pupils I e or 
was likely to obtain, the ſons of a certain 
member of parliament. He had the ſpirit 
and the equity to offer me a compenſation - 
for the diſappointment, which he had oc- 
caſioned, and the trouble, which he had 
given me: but I thought his conduct equi- 
vocating and diſingenuous, and therefore 
could not accept a favour at ſuch hands *. 


On February 20th of this preſent year 
1792, I was induced for the firſt time in my 
life, and, I verily believe, for the laſt, to go 
to the Houſe of Commons, to hear the de- 
bates on Mr. Grey's motion for papers 
reſpecting the Ruſſian negotiation. Eloquar, 
an fileam 2? Never did I experience ſo com- 
plete a diſappointment | in the whole courſe 


condemned by ſome as the height of cnt and folly; 
1 prefer, however, the company of ſuch extravagant fools 
to a ſtation with the wife men, who cenſure them: old phi- - 


 bofophy to modern foppiſtneſs. 7 
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of my eventful life ! Even Mx. Fox him 


| ſelf, of whom I know enough to inſpire me 
with ſentiments both of love and admiration, 
ſets off, in my opinion, with a heat, that 
'would reſult with much more nature and 
effect from the gradual action of the ſubjeR, 
and the acceleration of his progreſs. But 
his ſenſe was good, and the admiſſion of his 
_ adverſary's objections in their fulleſt lati- 


tude, and his arguing from this conceſſion, 


was worthy of his genius and magnanimity. 
But, I ſeriouſly affirm on the credit of an 
honeſt man, that no words can deſcribe 


the amazement, excited in me by the ex- 


hibition of the Minter. It has been the 


ſubje& of my thoughts almoſt ever ſince, 


and the topic of converſation to my friends. 
Eloquence, how is thy ſacred name proſti- 
tuted in this application of it! Such a bel- 


lowing vociferation, ſuch an impudent at- 
tempt to ſcreen the imbecility of argument 


under a fictitious paſſion and a volley of 
empty ſounds, ſunk him ten-times deeper 
even in my opinion.' Deſpicable indeed 
mull tho faculties be, that cannot acquire 
a hen et 


th. 


4 


a. knowledge of that non]: as: buſinefs, 
which they are perpetually running, and a 
volubility of words, by the joint aſſiſtance of 
daily practice, a conſtitutional ſelf-poſleſ- 
fion, an immoderate conceit, and the cer- 
tain applauſes of Ig ee 
bes blockheads ; 


| — lure parati, | © 
Sit bene ructavit, ſi rectum minxit amicus®, 


When I cone” the her of venal 
boroughs, of expectant officers and lawyers 
of every denomination, of Eaft-India par- 
tiſans, the dependants of the treaſury, and 
other tools more than I can number; 
when I conſider theſe things, and ſee a Mi- 
niſter triumph over ſenſe, and reaſon, and 
| the n by ew inſtruments as 


I can write, and talk too, as ſoft as other men: r 
tt ſubmiſion to better judgement I leave it to you, Gentlemen !— 
, only hint my thoughts,” &c.— This is a taking way of 
Tpeaking : but much good may do them that uſe it, I 
don't defire to take it from them, though tis the ſafeſt 
way, becauſe there can be no advantage taken of it to do 


E any hurt, nor any one  elfe _ good! Asciii. 
theſe, 
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theſe, and inſult and glory in his triumphs *: 


can I help exclaiming, How is this man 
- dead to patriotiſm ! How is he loſt to vir- 


1 wad home : thankt my MaxzeR 
with tears of gratitude for giving me in the 


calm ſtudies of philoſophy and religion, and 
the exerciſe of retired virtues, ſuch an in- 
finite ſuperiority over the cad of ambition, 
venality, and vice! 


Oh! Britain, Ou my en 


to be the ſport and prey of ſuch governors 
as theſe ! | 


Quanquam, 0! ſi folite quicquam virtutis adeſſet, 
Ille mihi ante alios fortunatuſque laborum 
Egregiuſque animi, qui, ne quid tale videret, 
Procubuit moriens, et humum ſemèl ore mo- 
mordit +! | | 
When 


* Eig THavTW ano, v ue, rarer ren Te ahn ©, fy, 


wr” op” og exe ai xureodai xa dre B, em rvroig tg u 


otuvreobeu M ẽMννννι POLYBIUS, 
What is this but the ae w; of the Apoſtle 7 


_ + I adopt the lines of Pomfret, with ſome alteration, for 
2 mutto in my political Py: | 


mater 
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When [ weigh in the bee the, nega- 
tive as well as poſitive tranſgreſſions of the 
Miniſter; not merely what he nas vows, 
but what the general prejudice in his favour, 
and the too general diſlike of his opponents, 
would have enabled him 10 Do for the 
liberty and happineſs of his country; I can 
think of nothing ſo applicable to his caſe as 
| the lines of VIRGIL: 


Triſtius haüd illo monſtrum, 1 nec 1 8 ala 
Fallin, et ira dem, Stygiis ſeſe extulit undis, 


A moſt wonderful chic inen de of for- 
tunate circumſtances in ſucceſſion, totally 
unconnected with any meritorious exertion 
for the public good, have conſ pired to 

maintain his popularity with the ambitious, 

the mercenary, and the unreflecting; whilſt 
the more obſervant and diſintereſted part 
of the community have been daily deſerting 
from his ſtandard. But even this ſeries of 


Whate'er aſſiſtance I have power to bring 
To ſerve my counNTRY and a PATRIOT KING, 
Whene'er they call, Til readily afford ; 


| My TONGUE, my PEN, My COUNSEL, or "IP SWORD. 
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fvvourable/ concurrences would probably 
have proved inſufficient for the ſupport of 
this incompetent and abandoned miniſtry 
without a proſtitution of regal honours, 


| laviſh and indiſcriminate beyond example. 


There can be no doubt, however, of the be- 
neficial iſſue of ſuch corruption in due ſea- 
| ſon. The ſpring of liberty will one day 


| reſtore itſelf with a renitency proportionate 


to the violence of the preſſure, to the ſub- 
verſion of every devourer and inſulter of * 
free and enlightened people. 

Buy what an unaccountable infatuation do 
men confederate againſt their own happi- 
neſs ! By the deſtruction of all arbitrary go- 
vernment and it's appendages, by the in- 
traduction of humane and equal laws, and 
the cultivation of true unpolitical religion, 
ſuch a glorious ſyſtem of univerſal liberty 
and unlimited benevolence might be eſta- 
bliſhed, as would make this earth, in compa- 


riſon of it's preſent condition, a PERFECT . | 


PARADISE. Now, ignominious beſotted 
ſlaves ! we can behold, without any exer- 
tion for redreſs, our labours and our pro- 


perties conſumed by thoſe, who riot in the 
5 „ exceſs 
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exceſs of ſecular indulgences without con- 
ferring a ſingle benefit on the community, 


and inſult us with the contumelies of arro- 


gance or the ſilence of diſdain. Above all, we 


are ſtupid enough to endure a code of Laws, 
which, by the expence and delays of juſtice 


in moſt caſes, to enrich harptes, render an 
attempt at redreſs ſcarcely adviſeable to a 


; prudent man, or adminiſter a remedy more 
_ diſtreſſing than the grievance, Well might 
Jupiter exclaim in Homer, 85 


n 
Ek i,j,j yag Pac xax” Eperai, oi d nou auth 
Epnow ataobannaw warp wogoy arys txeor. = 


Unthinking, peeviſh, diſcontented men 
Charge on us gods, with accuſation loud, 
Their various ills ; whilſt their own ways perverſe 


Aud minds infatuate all their woes produce. 


AND Now, after continuing theſe me- 
moirs through a ſeries of fix and thirty years 
to March, 1792, I ſhall give ſome reſpite to 
the reader and to myſelf, Whether this 
hiſtory will be carried on to a future period 
depends on THE FATHER OF MY OPIRIT, 


in whoſe hands are the 1 wy of ti ife and death. 


Should | 
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Should he prolong my "RF in this exiſtence, 
I will endeavour to employ ſuch talents, as 
he has committed to my truſt, in the Þrvioe 
of true religion and uſeful learning, to his 
glory and the improvement of my ſpecies. 
Should he call me hence I will obey the 
warning voice with unreluQant chearfulneſs; 
- conſcious with the great apoſtle, of what I 
have entruſted to his charge, and of his 
willingneſs and fidelity to keep my depoſit 
againſt that day. 1 will perſevere in the 
duties of my appointed ſtation “ without 
* impatience, but preſſing forwards; de- 
„ clining no labour, but deſirous of reſt. 
« Am I encompaſſed with trouble? mine 
eye ſhall be fixed on immortality. I will 
e ſuffer in hope; and rejoice with tremb- 
* (ing *. With little elſe to engage my 
thoughts, but the proſecution of my ſtudies 
and the education of my children, I am 
preparing to leave a ſituation, where I fond- 
ly hoped to wear out the remnant of my 
days in conducting youth through the flow- 


*. Dr. Ogden's Sermon. 


od a > ery 


(44) 


ery 157 of knowledge to happiuefd. and 
virtue, amidſt the approbation and attach. 
ment of every friend to truth and ye 
Dis ALITER VISUM !. 1 


The world is all before me, where to chuſe 
My place of reſt, and Providence my guide? 


I now relinquiſh every attempt of this 
kind for ever; and ſhall take ſhelter from 
the caprice of man and the viciſſitudes of 
fortune beneath the calm contemplations of 
a private life, in ſome peaceful retirement ; 
if peace: can be found under that diſor- 
derly government *, which ſeems unable, or 
unwilling, to wsd the opponents of arbi- 
trary power, the contemners of deſpotic 
manifters and lordly eccleftaſitcs, men un- 
| worthy to breathe the genial air of that 

region, which has diſpenſed freedom to the 
univerſe, and produced the great political 
Javiours of mankind. Yes: that Sun of 
liberty, which has ſhot his beams even into 
the extremities of the weſtern hemy/Phervs 


Ala aa, voc orrtg ati rg tIfirug a0. — 
rug EVAVTIEfEVES TETOIG, . 
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and is invigorating European nations with 
meridian rays, firſt roſe from the boſom of 
OUR ISLAND: and may he never ſet, till 
every veſtige of ſlavery and ſuperſtition be 
effaced from it and from the earth; till 


FREEDOM have eſtabliſhed on the hearts of 
men UNIVERSAL EMPIRE! 


THE END. 
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